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Introduction:   Last Sunday.  We saw Job face a double series of hardships.  First, he lost almost everything he valued – his cattle but more importantly his children.  Second, he lost his good health.  


 Job did not know why this occurred.  We are told that it was a test of Job’s faith.  It was in no way a punishment, as the text makes clear in 3 places that Job was a faultless, just and faithful man.  


 Job did not curse God, as Satan had predicted.  He said, “Naked came I from the womb, naked shall I return.  Blessed be the name of the Lord.”  And he said, “Shall we accept good from God and not trouble?”

For the next 39 chapters of this book, there is a dialogue   between Job and his three friends.  Between Job and a fourth speech maker and finally between Job and the Lord.


All of his is in poetry.   To understand Hebrew Poetry, like all poetry, you have to hear it out loud.  In a few moments Adam will read the speech of Job in chapter 3 and I will read the speech of Eliphaz in chapter 4 and 5.  You may want to read along.

  We are used to rhyme and meter in poetry.  The meter is a pattern of syllables in each line.   Hebrew poetry uses neither.  The main characteristic is repetition.  Two lines, but sometimes 3 or 4, will repeat an idea – either to fill out the meaning with a similar idea, or to contrast it with a different idea.  So as we read, listen to the words   Here are Job and his three friends sitting on the ground outside of Job’s tent – under the open sky.

Dave:  Read 2:11-13


Adam: Read  3


Dave: Read 4,5


I.  Job’s Lament – ch 3


The lament of Job is a powerful blast.  It is shocking.  It is bitter and angry.  It is sad and downcast.  All kinds of emotions are wrapped up in it along with doubts and fears by this man of faith.


It reminds me of the speech of King Lear where he shouts into the wind and rain of a tempest.


This speech boils down to a curse and two questions  


A.  May My Birthday Perish!   v. 1-10


Oh, says Job, if somehow we could erase that day from history. Oh, if the day of his birth could have been removed from the calendar.  Then he would never have been born.  He would never have had to suffer.


At length Job calls for the day to be released, to be darkened, that it be barren so that no child was born it in.  


Do you see that this is not a rational argument – this is a passionate statement?  It is a cry of anger and despair.  Oh, he says, I wish I was never born!

Have you ever said something like that?

B.  Why was I born?  V. 11-19

Job explores the question of his birth.   Why was I not still born?  Why was I received by my mother who carried me and fed me?  If I had died then, I would be at peace. 
Why did I see the light?  It would have been better that I only saw darkness.  Death has less suffering than life.


 Job never contemplates taking his own life.  Life is from God.  We have no business taking it ourselves.  Job is questioning why God brought him into life with all of its troubles.


To Job, death is a comfort.  He notes that death is the same for the slave and the king.  The King has no more riches than the slave in death.  The slave has no more obedience to render to the king.  There, in death, they are finally equal.


C.  Why am I still alive?  V. 20-26


If as Job believes, there is relief in death, when then has God kept him alive?  Why could his days not hve ended before trouble?


He longs for death, but God does not give it to him.


He has lived too long, he says, for in v. 25 we see what truly bothers him.  The suffering of Job is more than the loss of his property and the agony of his body. The suffering of Job is that he has lost the favor of God, and he does not know why.  (V. 25)
“What I feared has come upon me;

What I dreaded has happened to me.

I have no peace, no quietness;

I have no rest, but only turmoil.”


 Job turns to the God who created heaven and earth, the sun, moon and the stars, and all else that lives and breathes.  And he cries out. Why?  Why Me?  Why am I still alive?  Where is the blessing of God?


What do you think of Job?  Do you have compassion for him?  Do you think that he protests too much.  That he comes on too strong. That he is making accusations that are not proper for a man of faith.

II. Eliphaz offers Advice – ch 4,5

As we read the story, and as we carefully listen to each speaker, we can get a sense of each person.  Eliphaz is most likely a respected elder.  He went first, and in a traditional society, that was because he was the eldest – the one with the most wisdom from life.


Eliphaz speaks very elegantly.  He is very gentle with Job at the start.  He seeks to offer words that will get Job back onto the right path.  Eliphaz believes that Job is the cause of his own trouble.  All of this was of his own making.


And with his tender words and gentle demeanor, Eliphaz pours salt into Job’s wounds.  Elegantly, he twists the knife into Job’s cuts.

A.  What you Know – 4:1-11

Eliphaz reminds Job of how he offered comfort to the suffering in the past.  Then Job was the wise counselor, and someone else was in torment.  Not it has all changed, and will Job we willing to receive advice?  Is he able to take the same medicine that he once gave out?

He says,

“But now trouble comes to you, and you are discouraged;

It strikes you, and you are dismayed.”

He says to Job, ‘you already know the truth.’  And since he thinks Job has forgotten his own wisdom, Eliphaz reminds him as one might remind a child,

“Consider now: Who, being innocent, has ever perished?

Where were the upright ever destroyed?

As I have observed, those who plow evil

And those who sow trouble reap it.”  v 7,8

In other words, Eliphaz says that the innocent never suffer, only the guilty.


B.  What was Heard – 4:12-21

Eliphaz then tells of a midnight visitor.  In the dark a spirit came to Eliphaz, and his very hairs stood on end.  He glided close by and whispered to Eliphaz a message.  This message, Eliphaz says, is a word from God to Job’s situation.
‘Can a mortal me more righteous than God?

Can a man be more pure than his maker?”  v. 17


According to Eliphaz, Job is filled with pride.  Job is saying that he can judge the works of God.  Job is saying that he is suffering innocently, so that it must be the fault of God.  


But, Eliphaz says, this spirit messenger whispered the answer – no man is able to accuse God – no man is pure.   What can a man say, who is made out of clay and dust.


Chapter 4 contains these two affirmations.  First, that the innocent never suffer, but only the guilty do.  Since Job suffers, he must be guilty.  Second, this human knowledge is reinforced by a spiritual vision – this spirit voice says that God is beyond reproach by any man.


C.  You Must Repent – 5:1-16


Eliphaz goes from his diagnosis to the cure.  The cause of trouble is Job’s sin. The cure must be that Job repents of his sins.

Now then, I wonder if we are not thinking that this is good advice.   Do we not offer this advice to people who are entangled in sin and foolishness?  We say, God is gracious, turn to him and repent of your sins and you will be forgiven.


Is this not the Gospel itself, that sinners are invited to repent?  That God is abundant in Grace and eager to pardon?


Eliphaz says true things of God.  That he lifts up the lowly and brings down the proud – which is what Mary said in her song the Magnificat.


He says that God captures people in their own scenes – they set out a net and they are caught by it.  This is what is said in Proverbs!


He says that God helps the poor so that they have hope.  And we know that God does care for the poor, the weak, the orphan, the widow, the prisoner.


Here is an insight into Job.  It is not that Job’s friends say things that are wrong.  Their advice does fit many situations. However, the problem is that he has missed the diagnosis, and so his medicine does no good.


If you want to be a good teacher, counselor, coach or friend, be sure to pay attention.  Listen carefully   Do not jump to conclusions.


What is Eliphaz diagnosis?  (5:6,7)
“For hardship does not spring from the soil,
Nor does trouble sprout from the ground.

Yet man is born for trouble,

As surely as sparks fly upward.”


He was saying that trouble does not exist without a cause.  And the cause is not dumb luck or the circumstance of life.  Man brings trouble in himself.  


Picture them sitting outside the door of the tent of Job, with a fire for warmth in the evening air, and that Eliphaz points to the sparks that rise up into the darkness.  He says, “Just as sparks fly, because it is their nature, so sinners suffer.”


Job’s trouble was not from his sin – it was from a cause unknown to Job and Eliphaz.


D.  You Must Accept Discipline – 5:17-27


Again we find Eliphaz saying true and even beautiful things to Job.  


He says that it is a blessing to be chastised by the Lord, for it shows God’s love and it offers the sinner a way of escape.  This is stated in Proverbs 3 and Hebrews 12.


He says that if Job accepts his discipline, that everything will be restored to him.  And here Eliphaz twists the knife. 


Job has lost his family and property and Eliphaz says he will be secure.


Job has lost his children, and Eliphaz says he will have as many descendants as there are blades of grass.


Job wishes to die to avoid suffering and Eliphaz promises a triumphant march to the grave at a ripe old age.


And he concludes:  (5:27)
“We have examined this, and it is true.

So hear it and apply it to yourself.”


Do you hear?  Eliphaz sounds just like us!  He does not bother to listen and learn, but he applies time tested truths.  He is not bothered with crying and wailing.  He knows the truth.


Do you see that Eliphaz is wrong?  Not in his basic theology.  These things he said are true, general speaking. 


He is wrong in this case – very wrong.  


He lacks humility.  He lacks compassion.  He lacks careful listening.  He speaks words to feelings and platitudes to tragedy.  Everything he says is off target!
Job will be commended for his persevering complaint and questioning – because it will take him deeper into the truth.  Searching for truth is a virtue.
Eliphaz will be charged with offering dark counsel, because he spoke without true wisdom.  Presuming the truth is no virtue.
