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There are three rounds of speeches between Job and his friends.  So far we seen from round one, Job vs. Eliphaz – the most gentle of the three.  In round two we have heard from Bildad, whom Adam described well as being superficial – he could only look at appearances and no further.  We now turn to Zophar, the third friend.  We will look at his speech in round two, as he has nothing to say in round 3.


Zophar is a Dogmatist – that is to say, he is very committed to his beliefs and the system which organizes them.  He can be compared to people that we all know, who are absolute and unforgiving in their religious, political, social views.  

Just image Pete the Packer-fan and Tony the Bear-fan finding a middle ground on the question of which team is better.  For fun add Dean from Dallas, Andy from Indy and Nate from New England and ask, “Who has the best quarterback?”  Then you will see what dogma is.

With each round of speeches, the main ideas largely the same, but the intensity of the debate increases.  So again Adam and I will be reading the speeches, I will be Zophar and Adam will be Job.


(Read Ch 20-21)

I.  Zophar the Dogmatic – ch 20


In the first few lines we see that Zophar is offended.  In verse 3 he says,


“I hear a rebuke that dishonors me,


And my understanding inspires me to reply.”

This is our clue to Zophar.  He is offended that Job has challenged his way of thinking about the world. Job is raising questions where Zophar only has room for assertions.  Job is questioning his most basic values.


So like most Dogmatists, he is not content that God is God and can defend himself. Nor is he so confidant in his beliefs that he can allow for debate.
He has to attack.  Because, he believes the very foundations are under attack.


I think this speech breaks out into a three point sermon, and for fun, I have alliterated them under the letter “R”:  The Rule, the Result and the Reason.  What could be more basic than the “3 Rs”?


The Rule – v. 1-11


Zophar has a simple explanation for Job’s situation.  He has grown inpatient with all the talking and nonsense.  If only he could get this single idea into Job’s head, the discussion would be over.


The Rule is found in v. 5,6


Surely you know how it has been from old,


Ever since man was placed on the earth,


That the mirth of the wicked is brief,


The joy of the godless lasts but a moment.

In this statement, Zophar is confident that he has the answer to a problem that has risen.  Job and the others have noted that sometimes the good suffer harm and the evil seem to do well.  Zophar’s answer is that God may allow the wicked to do well in life, but it is ALWAYS temporary -- that sooner or later they WILL come to an end.


The following verses expand on that.  The pride of the self confident evil man may ascend up to heaven, but he will be brought down to earth soon enough.  And, after all, he has to die, then where is his good life?  As he concludes that section:


“The youthful vigor that fills his bones


Will lie with him in the dust.”


The Result – v. 12-18


Now like a good fire and brimstone preacher, Zophar lays it on for a few more verses. He takes up this idea that the Wicked will indeed find their fall, their end, their disappointment, and embellishes it.


The Food that tastes so good to him, will make him sick.  Maybe Zophar is thinking about how the laziness and gluttony of wealth will kill the man from his eating.  


He has in his mouth the poison that will kill him.  So why doesn’t he spit it out?  Because, he loves it too much.  By this metaphor he describes the dilemma of the wicked wealthy man.  He loves his sin and its sweetness too much to cast it away.  Since it is poison, it will eventually take effect and kill him.


Now Zophar is not the only person who said this.  Do you remember Jesus parable of the Rich Man who built bigger barns for his wealth so he could live in ease.  And then he died.  


But the difference between Jesus and Zophar is that Zophar says such an end is inevitable.  Another difference is that Jesus had compassion even for fools and sinners.  Zophar does not bother with such sentiments.


The Reason – v. 19-29


So Zophar, now that he has warmed up to his theme, piles metaphor upon metaphor.



The wicked (by which me means Job) oppress the poor, and so they will become poor and oppressed themselves.  What they have doled out, they will receive.  It is a law, like Karma.


The Wicked, when he is full of his meal and satisfied, sleepy with overeating will discover that he is unable to escape the wrath of God.


He can run, but he can not hide.  He might dodge the sword, but he will be impaled by an arrow, which will put its gleaming bronze point into his liver.


Heaven will expose him, and the earth will bring forth a flood to wash away his house and fortune.


All of this is because this is what God does to the wicked.


And thought Zophar does not say “Job” or use the pronoun “you” in all of this, it is clear that he is certain that this is Job’s circumstances.


Job has to be wicked; It is the only explanation that he can accept.  And he has so accepted the justice of Job’s punishment, he does not bother even to mention that Job  should call out to God for mercy.
II.  Job on the Attack – ch 21

Zophar must have thought that he had the last word.  God punishes evil, he says, and even if the wicked prosper for a time, they will get theirs soon enough.  This, Zophar thinks, explains everything.


At this, Job takes off the gloves.  He turns on Zophar with a fury.  He goes on attack.  The following speech of Job is like the cross examination of a very good lawyer which brings the witness to tears.

 I have pulled out the six questions that Job turned against Zophar:
Question 1 – v. 7


Why do the wicked live on, 


Growing old and increasing in power?

If what you say, Zophar, is true, then why are there so many wicked men who grow old in their retirement.  Their flocks are not stolen away. Their Children do not die.  Their houses do not collapse.  They do not writhe in misery.


Instead, much of the time,  even most of the time,  it is the wicked that thrive and the righteous who suffer!


These are not just indifferent men, they are wicked and irreligious.  
They say, “there is not God!”  or worse, they say, “God, leave us alone.” Or “Who is God that I should serve him, or anyone for that matter?”  With these blasphemies on their lips, they continue in their prosperity until the end of their allotted days.
Explain that to me Zophar!
Question 2 – v. 17


“Yet how often is the lamp of the wicked snuffed out?”


You say that God will bring down the high and mighty.  But how often does that really happen.  Sure you might point to one or two stories that we all know.  But those are the exceptions.  We know them because they are so unusual.     If Davids always beat Goliaths, we would not care about that David.  If tortoises always outran rabbits, we would not know about the one who did.

Indeed, Job seems to pick out the very words of Psalm 1:4

The wicked are not so,

but are like chaff that the wind drives away.


You might fall back on the defense, Zophar, that if God does not bring down the wicked, their children will certainly have to pay.  How fair is that?  Shouldn’t the wicked bear their own punishment, what do they care if they pass off their problems to the next generation!

Question 3 – v. 22

Can anyone teach knowledge to God,

Since he judges even the highest?

Zophar, you would be the advisor to God.  You would tell God what he has to do and when he has to do it!  But look around you.  God is not listening to your wisdom and he is not restricted to your knowledge.


There is a good man, and he dies in full health, in the prime of life.


And there is another man, he suffers all his life with no good at all.


In the end they die and are buried.  The maggots eat them both.


So what is the difference?  Where is the justice in that?


I know what you mean to say about me.  I know when you speak of “the Wicked” you speak of me!  I am no fool – but you are!

Question 4 – v. 29


Have you never questioned those who travel?


Have you paid no regard to their accounts….?


Zophar, if you ever got outside of your little world of pat answers, you would know better!  You do not even have to travel.  Just talk to the travelers who you meet in the square of the city and in the market place.  They will tell you of Emperors who enslave their people. They will tell you of gangsters who die happy.  They will tell you how the rich escape calamity and the poor endure it.


Zophar, you need to wake up and smell the coffee!

Question 5 – v. 31

“Who denounces his conduct to his face?

Who repays him for what he has done.”

Tell me Zophar, who rebukes Tyrants?  Who stands up to dictators?  Who makes the slum lord pay?  Who taxes the men who destroy forest, lake and land?  Who?   When have you seen it done?   


Don’t give me your theory; give me facts, names and dates.


What I see is that these great men are given beautiful funerals, and they have large monuments, and people speak well of them.  The procession is long and the banquet is lush when they die!  Admit it!

Question 6 – v. 34

“So how can you console me with your nonsense?

Nothing is left of your answers but falsehood!”


As you can see, Job reached that point at the end of niceness and patience where he said what was true in the most pointed and unvarnished fashion.  And Zophar never speaks again!  I can’t say that I blame him.


What do we learn about this?  


1.  Don’t allow your Dogma to keep you from seeing clearly.


Zophar was like the man who said, “I know the truth, don’t bother me with the facts.”  We can not have that attitude.  Sometime in your life you will be challenged, and our comfortable slogans will become hollow.  Do not just keep repeating empty words!


2.  Do now allow your Dogma to kill your compassion.

You might say, “O the victims of poverty are not victims.  The victims of war are not innocent.  The victims of Katrina or of the fires of San Diego are not without blame.”  But do you also have a measure of love and compassion?


3.  You do not need to defend God and Truth.


A man once said, “I do not need to defend the bible, any more than I should defend a roaring lion.  They are capable of defending themselves.”
