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Today I will begin a series of sermons on the book of Job.  Job is in the Old Testament, just before the book of Psalms.  I learned when I was young, that Psalms is in the middle, so it is the book just before.


Job is a difficult book, but it has some very important lessons.  They are of interest to the Christian who lives in a world where there is suffering.  They are also of interest to the non-Christian – because everyone faces troubles and wants to know what they mean.

This week, I am changing my preaching. I will still preach from the Bible.  I will still try to teach what is true.  But I am going to preach for both you who believe, and for those who do not.


Those who do not believe are not here.  So why should I preach to them?  Because when we leave this house of God, we go out among unbelievers.  It is you and I who will take these lessons to people who do not believe.  The better we understand the wisdom of God, the better we can speak to people who have questions and who need answers.

Today we will consider three questions that come from the first two chapters.  I can not real all of the book in this sermon, it would bee two much to read it in both English and Lao; I encourage you to read along with me in this sermon series.  Go home today or this week and read Job 1 and 2, and think about what you have heard.

Question 1 – What kind of man was Job?


Job lived in a land that was to the East of Israel.  We do not know when or where exactly he lived.  There are many opinions, but the book does not say.


He is described as a very good man, a very happy man and a very wealthy man.  It is rare that one person can be good, happy and wealthy.


Three times this book says this:


“This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil.” You will find that repeated in 1:1; 1:8 and 2:4


This is important to the book.  In these two chapters Job will lose his wealth to fire and thieves, he will lose all his children to a tornado and he will lose his health. 

The question will be: Why did all this happen to Job?


The easiest answer is that Job was bad.  The idea that Job’s friends have is that he was somehow a bad man.  Maybe, they will say, he looked good on the outside, but in his heart he had bad thoughts and desires.  Maybe he had secret sins.

But the Bible says three times that Job was a good and blameless man.  His hardships did not come because of his secret sins.


What does it man that Job was blameless?  When we read the rest of this book, we will find places where Job admits that he is a sinner.  The Bible is clear that all of us are sinners.  What this means then is that Job did not live a life where he chose to do evil.  He tried to do well, to help the poor and the needy, to pray for his family, to be honest in business and so forth.  It is not that he had no sin.  It is that he lived a life filled with good choices.  And he confessed his sins.
Question 2 – Why was Job a good man?

The scene moves from the earth to heaven.  There the angels are before God, and there is also “the Accuser”.  Satan has somehow found his way into the assembly of the angels.  He has a way of causing trouble everywhere.


The Lord asked him where he has been.


The Accuser said that he was been here and there and everywhere.


The Lord asked him about Job – (Read V. 8)


Then the Accuser raised a question.  “Does Job fear God for no reason?”  He points out that Job is wealthy, has a happy family, that he has been blessed and protected by God.  If the Lord took all that away from Job, would Job still believe in God?

And so the Lord agrees to a test.  The Accuser, Satan, is allowed to test Job, but not to harm him in his body.  That is when he loses his sheep and camels, and when his children all are killed.


Job responded with great sadness – (Read 1:20-22)


The Accuser was wrong.  Job did not give up on God because of these terrible tragedies.


The Accuser then said that a man will give anything for his life.  Let him loose his health and he would curse God.

So it was allowed that Job suffer a terrible skin disease.  His body was covered with sores from his head to his feet.  His only comfort was to scrape himself off with a broken piece of pottery.


But he did not curse God.


Even his own wife told him to curse God and die.  She could not stand to see it any more.  But job said, (Read v. 10)


These tragedies were a test for Job.  Would he still believe in God and serve God even when he lost all that was important to him?  The answer is that he did not turn against god.


So I want to ask you this question.  What would you do if you were tested like Job?  Thank God that we are protected from the schemes of the Accuser.  God allowed Job this extreme test so Job, and Satan and the Angles and all the world could learn about faith.


But do you think that your faith will last if you lose your Job? What if your house burned down?  What if some tragedy hit your family?  What if you suffer from a terrible disease?


WE have to love God because he is God.  We can not live him because he gives us good things.  We have to love him for who he is - even in those times when we face hardships.

Question 3 – Is all suffering explained?

When we read Job, we are allowed to see a secret.  We are told what happened in Heaven between the Lord and the Accuser.  We know why Job went through hardships.


But Job did not know.  Even at the end of the book, Job is not told why these things happened.


Some people think that everything can be explained by us.  They say, we believe in God, who is just, and we believe in the Bible which is true.  So, they think, we can explain everything.


Yet we will see in the whole book of Job, and in these two chapters, that we do not always get an explanation.


We can know that God is in control, and that he will bring about good things in our lives. He has promised these things.


We can not know why this or that problem happened. Or why does this person and not that person have a disease.  Or why did trouble come today and not yesterday or tomorrow.


The book of Job talks about suffering and faith in God.  It does not give us all these answers.  It will point us to God – that in him we have truth and we have security, and that he knows the answers.


There are times where all we will have is that trust.  Job is written to prepare you for those times.  The New Testament adds this assurance:

1 Corinthians 10:13 

      God is faithful, and he will not let you be tested beyond your ability, but with the testing he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it. 

