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Job 32-35
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We have been following the story of Job, and last Sunday we came to the end of the Speeches between Job and his three friends.  As Adam preached last Sunday, Job defended himself before God by listing a number of sins that he had not committed.  At of this speech, Job was finished with what he had to say, and his friends were finally silenced, as they saw that they had neither comforted nor changed the mind of Job.


In comes Elihu.  He first expresses his anger at Job’s three friends because they failed.  Then after a long apology about his youth, he gives a try.  He offers four additional speeches which cover six chapters.  I believe the truest thing that Elihu says is in Job 32:18:


“For I am full of words”.


Adam and I will be reading selections from chapters 32 to 35.  There are three occasions where Elihu quotes Job and attempts an answer.  So please, listen, and if you like, turn to Job 32 where we will begin our reading.  I will be Elihu, and Adam will be Job.


(Read – see “Elihu Reading”)
I.  Why is God Silent about my suffering?   33:9-30


Job, in Elihu’s words, makes the statement that he is innocent.  And it is true that the book of Job emphasizes several times that Job was a righteous man who feared god and stayed away from evil.  It is clear that his suffering has nothing to do with a punishment for his sins.  


Elihu does not quote Job directly, but summarizes his words.  There is one important difference.  Job never said he was “pure and without sin” as Elihu suggests.  Job said several times in the book that he is a sinner.  However, he said that he was not worthy of the kind of suffering he had undergone.  He was blameless.


The Bible in many places makes a distinction between sinlessness and blamelessness.  Job and others are called blameless.    In the New Testament we are supposed to find blameless men of good reputation to be elders.  But this can not mean sinless.  The difference is this.  To be Blameless is to conduct your life in a way that shows reverence for God, and that there is no glaring ongoing rebellious sin.  The Blameless man will sin, but he does not live a sinful lifestyle. He is not greedy or a gossip or a worshipper of idols. 


Job said, “I am blameless, and God is Silent’


Elihu refutes Job in the following Verses.   He says that God does speak, and has spoken to Job.  

First of all God speaks in dreams, where he causes the guilty to feel restless.  They may be indifferent or resistant to the truth during the daylight hours, but at night, in their dreams, God speaks to them and they should listen.  In chapter 7 Job complained that even his dreams tormented him.

To Elihu, these dreams are the voice of God that Job should hear.


Second, Elihu says that God speaks to us through suffering.   Instead of complaining about God’s silence, Job should look at his life and let that speak.  AS the other speakers have said to Job – the only possible answer is that God is punishing Job, and allowing him time to repent.  That Job is still alive shows the mercy of God which allows time for Job to repent.

Does that sound familiar?

Elihu has added nothing to what has been said before.  He like the others is to a degree correct in theory, but wrong in the case of Job.

II. Why has God taken away my rights?  V. 34:5-21


I like this translation of Job 34:5 ESV

“I am in the right, and God has taken away my right.”

Job: We can see that Elihu has summarized again something that Job has repeated, and that his friends have denied.  Job says, “I am upright, but God punishes me like a sinner.  What is the benefit of doing what is right?”

Job has said that the Wicked often do not suffer and the Righteous all too often do suffer.  That was the point of chapter 21.


Elihu gives a very pointed answer.  

First of all he says that God is always right. He accuses Job of being irreligious and irreverent.  How can he say such things?  Does he deny that God is Righteous?  Then he says that God is always Right and all that he does is in the Right.  So Job has no right to complain or lament.  Whatever happens on the earth, according to Elihu, is right.  All we can do is submit and repent.


Second, he says that Job has no rights.  Since God is always right, Job has no reason to complain.


Elihu again is both right and wrong.  He is right that God is righteous. He is wrong in how he applies that to Job. 

It is a very burdensome thing to live with religious people who have all the answers to everything in black and white.  They allow no room for confusion or ambiguity.  They allow no room for feelings and pain.  They might be well meaning, but it is really a cruel thing to say, “Don’t weep at the funeral of your child or parent or spouse, because God has determined our days.”  Do they not read that Jesus wept?


If Elihu familiar with the scriptures, he would find the bible filled with the laments and complaints of the righteous.  If nothing else, the book of the Psalms, and parts of the Prophets give us warrant to speak to God about our suffering.


Job, the book, gives us this one liberty. We are not condemned if we take our complaint to the Lord – in the end Job is affirmed and his so-called comforters are judged!
III. Where is my Advantage?  35:1-16

Job is summarized a third time.
This time the words that Elihu puts into Job’s mouth are that there is no profit or benefit in being right.  He makes Job out to be selfish.  It is as if Job only served God for the benefits.  Is this not the very question that Satan raised in chapters 1 and 2?  Elihu is quoting satanic theology.  That is that Job only lived a righteous life because he got something out of it.  Satan said that if Job lost all that was dear to him, he would abandon God.

In reading Job, this is not what Job is saying.  He did not say, in effect “I expected riches and happiness as my reward.  Rather, his physical suffering is more than matched by his spiritual suffering.  He has felt abandoned and judged by God, and he does not know why.  His cry is better summarized in the words of psalm 22, stated by Jesus on the Cross.  “My God, My God, why have you forsaken me?”


What can we say of Elihu?

Is he the truly wise one who answers Job?


Is he a gassy windbag?


Is he the messenger of God?

Here is the best answer that I can find:


“Like his friends, Elihu was shocked by the sound of Job’s words, but he had not grasped the essential point as job experienced it.  This is why it is so easy for him to give the answer: ‘You are wrong.’”   (p. 249)

This then is The Human Estimate.  Elihu has simply repeated what has been said to Job and about Job from Chapter 3 to Chapter 37.  All the friends were full of words.  None of them possessed wisdom – or Love for that matter.


They weighed Job, and found him an arrogant sinner judged by God.

When really matters is God’s estimate.  This will be our subject next week.


I leave you with this  – if you know someone who suffers, learn from Eliphaz, Bildad, Zophar and Elihu this lesson.


The obvious answer is not always the right answer.

