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Introduction

The need for more government and private secondary schools in Zambia has been acknowledged by both government and community leaders in the country. The existing government and private schools are not adequate to provide education to all school-age children. Most government schools are inadequately provided for in teaching facilities. A number of private schools do not provide high quality infrastructures conducive for effective teaching/learning. Those that do so are very expensive for the average working family and therefore have small enrolments. There is need for high quality secondary schools in Southern Province, particularly in the Kazungula and Livingstone areas. 
A request for permission to open a private secondary school received an encouragement from the office of the Permanent Secretary of the Ministry of Education in 1994. But due to other priorities, we delayed in following through the directions that had been given. Several years later, the vision of establishing a very large private Christian boarding secondary school became very clear. But in order to proceed with the vision, we had to consult with people who had either established their own private schools or were employees of private schools in Zambia. We examined documents from different schools and began to prepare one for the new academy. Unlike our earlier plan, the new Academy is to be a Christian and Boarding with an enrollment of 2000 students at Junior and Senior Secondary Level (Grades 8-12) and at Advanced Level and Foundation Year for university from within and outside Zambia, and offering excellent teaching and learning environment equipped with the state-of-the-art building facilities and resources and located in Kazungula. 

Diverse and Variety of Programs

The Kazungula Christian Academy will offer a broad general secondary curricula and foundation curricula for tertiary institutions in science and technology. It will be  unique in that it: (i) will be a Christian Academy that does not discriminate students on the basis of their nationality, ethnicity, tribe, religion, gender, social status, etc; (ii) enroll students from local, regional and international communities; (iii) will be science-and technology-based that offers diverse curricula-Zambian Curriculum in Grades 8-9, International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) in Grades 10-12, Advanced Level (International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme) in Grade 13; (iv) will offer a 3-year diploma in Pharmacy Technology, Certificate in Pharmacy Dispensers and HIV/AIDS Counseling; (v) will offer a Foundation Year 1 and 2 in science and technology for university programmes; (vi) will in due course, offer PSAT, SAT, ACH and TOEFL testing facilities; (vii) will provide the state-of-the-art laboratories, classrooms, library and other relevant resources and facilities; (viii) will provide 5-Star boarding facilities which encourage privacy among students; (ix) will offer wide spectra of sports, arts, music and other extramural activities (x) will offer top class and highly motivated teachers and non-academic staff; (xi) will be a large community of up to 2000 students and 200 staff living and working together as a large and united family under the headship of the Lord Jesus Christ; (xii) will be located closer to the Victoria Falls “Mosi-O-tunya” the 7th Wonders of the World; (xiii) is a few kilometers from the place where Kuomboka Ceremony takes place annually among the Lozis of Zambia and (xiv) will faithfully teach about God, His Word, and the Great  Commission.
Programs

KCA will offer Zambian Curriculum in Grades 8-9; International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) in Grades 10-12, and Advanced Level (International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme) in Grade 13; At Advanced Level of the International General Certificate of Secondary Education (IGCSE) curriculum, the students will take the courses that prepare them for admission into universities whose minimum requirement is a pass at A Level in the required field of study.
At Foundation Level of Tertiary institutions, students will take First and Second Year University courses in Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, Communications, and Computer Science. Students who successfully complete the Foundation Years should be able to proceed into Year Three in science and technology programmes in universities and colleges of their choice anywhere in the world. The programmes include engineering, science and mathematics education, medicine, surgery, biomedical science, physiotherapy, dentistry, environmental health, mineral sciences, veterinary medicine, science in nursing, natural sciences, agriculture, technology, architects, home economics, computer science and several others in science and technology.
The Academy will also offer 3-year Diploma in Pharmacy Technology, 6-months Certificate course for Pharmacy Dispensers and 6-weeks Certificate course for HIV/AIDS Counseling.
Physical Location

KCA is located in Kazungula District along Katimamulilo Road, 70 Kilometers west of Livingstone and five Kilometers from Kazungula Boarder post between Zambia and Botswana. The district will be served with 5-star Hotel and Convention Centre, 5-star Hotel and Safari Lodge, Border Motel and excellent Council and Staff Housing whose construction will be completed at the same time as that of the Academy. The Academy is located on 800 hectares plot in excellent natural scenery with forest and closer to the Zambezi River and away from industrial activities. The environment is very suitable for serious and uninterrupted study, conferences, seminars and retreats. It can be reached by road from all over Zambia such as Mwinilunga, Solwezi, the Copperbelt, Serenje, Kabwe, Lundazi, Chipata, Petauke, Lusaka, Kafue, Mazabuka, Kariba, Monze, Choma, Kalomo, Livingstone, Sesheke, Falls Town, Kasane, and Windhoek. Livingstone can be reached by air, train and road and has a wide range of excellent hotels and lodges. Parents and guardians who have to drop children by road will be encouraged to visit the Victoria Falls called Mosi- O-tunya, the Knife Bridge and other places of attraction.
Philosophy of the Academy

The mission of KCA will be to advance the intellectual and human resource capacity of the Zambian and International Community. It values students by creating holistic environment which ensures that learning is their primary focus and by establishing and developing a range of learning, spiritual, social, cultural and recreational opportunities that will contribute to the full realization of their potential for academic and personal growth; equity by ensuring equal opportunity and non-discrimination on the basis of personal, ethnic, gender or other human characteristics; Christian, professional, moral and ethical standards through openness, honesty, tolerance and respect for the individual; academic integrity expressed in creativity, objective analysis, critical appraisal, independent thought, informed debate and intellectual honesty; productivity through the setting and rewarding of high standards of performance underpinned by a dedication to high quality, efficiency and effectiveness throughout the Academy; public accountability by ensuring transparent decision-making and open review as well as full participation of stakeholders in the development of the Academy; internationalism through participation in the world of scholarship, by being receptive and responsive to issues within the international environment as well as the recruitment and development of an international Christian staff and student body; and autonomy as an Academy through its self-governing structures, independent in action while being responsive to societal needs at national and international levels.

KCA believes that education is one of the most important gifts that can be given to a child by his or her parents or guardians. It also believe that education should inspire a love for learning and prepare individuals to make a positive contribution to local, regional and international environment. The education should be balanced, integrated and comprise effective acquisition of academic and practical skills and knowledge and cultivate a healthy relationship between God, human beings and environment.
Class Size

The Academy is committed to providing an excellent learning environment for its students at all levels. It will have 80 ultra-modern classrooms, 20 state-of-the-art laboratories for natural sciences, Computer Science, Home Economics, Technical Drawing, Art and Music and ultra-modern library. Each student will be provided with a lockable desk. In order to provide maximum contact and help from teachers, the class size will be restricted to 20-25 students at all levels. This ensures that learner-centered and hands-on teaching/learning will take place particularly in all empirical subjects.

Staffing

KCA believes that human resource is the most important resource in an educational institution. For this reason, only very experienced and highly qualified teachers with excellent performing track records highly self-motivated and valuing each student will be recruited and retained for the jobs. In order to achieve this, the Academy will offer competitive conditions of services, including on-going in-service programs of study, acquisition of advanced degrees, encouraging individual and collaborative research in their fields of specialization and active membership in professional associations such as IOSTE.

Boarding Facilities

The Academy will have the state-of-the-art 2-3 storey building facilities consisting of 1000 boarding rooms for 2000 girls and boys (two sharing per room, each with single bed and desk and lockable closet), a two large dining rooms for 2000 students with a serving center, one recreation room for both girls and boys a 2200 setter Chapel for worship and school assembly, a large kitchen to serve girls and boys, one grocery shop to serve the school community-students and staff, one tuck shop to serve the academy community-students and staff and one large room for Internet cafe with 50 computers. The floors will be decorated with a layer of ceramic tiles, which give a sense of comfort, hygiene and homeliness. The windows shall be aluminum framed and burglar proofed. All sanitary accommodation will have walls with ceramic tiles.
Each hostel will have a resident parent to provide pastoral care, guidance and basic medical care. The academy will do laundry for students' linen and uniforms. But in order to encourage students to take responsibility, they will do their own laundry of their other clothes. A laundry room equipped with coin operated washing machines will be installed in the due course.

Christian Ethos

As a Christian institution, KCA has a strong Christian culture of Evangelical Free Church of America (EFCA) and we acknowledge one omnipotent, omniscient and omnipresent God the Creator of all things, infinitely perfect and eternally existing in three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. We recognize the reality of sin and the need for redemption through the Lord Jesus Christ as necessary to salvation. In the light of this, we teach values, attitudes and skills that are God-honoring. We will conduct an inter-denominational Chapel every Sunday at which our teachers and invited speakers speak. We are committed to: “Train up a child in the way he should go and when he is old, he will not depart from it” (Proverbs 22:6). 
Co-curricular Activities

KCA will provide a wide range of sporting as well as non-sporting activities such as Athletics, Tennis, Basketball Volleyball, Netball, Golf, Cricket, Rugby, Softball, Soccer, Swimming, Anti-AIDS/HIV club, Community Service Club, Scripture Union club, Debating Club, Music Club, Computer Club, Science and Mathematics Club, Performing Art club, Long distance field race, etc. The Academy will become a member of the Independent Schools Association of Zambia (ISAZ), Junior Engineering Science and Technology of Zambia (JETS), International Organization for Science and Technology Education (IOSTE) and many other associations. It will invite internationally recognized celebrities in all these fields to participate in its activities.
Security

The premises of the Academy will have a wall fence and electric security wires and gates. There will also be 24 hours security provided by the Academy and linked to the Zambia Police Services. All our security officers will be well trained.
Conclusion

Kazungula Christian Academy has already been officially registered by the Government of Zambia, its land has been offered by the Kazungula District Council, its programs and curricula are under consideration by the Ministry of Education and the architectural designs of its buildings and preliminary building budget have already been completed. After its Certificate of Title Deeds is issued, a business plan will be completed and submitted to project managers for presentation to possible supporters and financiers.  Construction is expected to start early in 2008. It is scheduled to be fully operational in 2009 and could be an ideal venue of one of the IOSTE Symposia in future. 
