Where is Wisdom
Job 28


Job 28 is a poem that asks a question:  Where can wisdom be found?


The chapter makes three points.

I.  We are Smart,


But we can not find Wisdom.  V. 1-12


v. 1-4  
There is a mine for silver

and a place where gold is refined.

Iron is taken from the earth,

and copper is smelted from ore.

Man puts an end to the darkness;

he searches the farthest recesses

for ore in the blackest darkness.

Far from where people dwell he cuts a shaft,

in places forgotten by the foot of man;

far from men he dangles and sways.

This poem describes how clever people have been to find and take gold and silver out of the earth.  Men created lights to let them see in dark tunnels and caves.  There in the deep darkness, they searched for the rocks that held treasure.


They worked hard to dig into the solid rock.  Just imaging how hard it is to cut through rocks with hammers and chisels.


Sometimes they would tie a rope onto someone and let them down into the deep darkness.  As he swayed back and forth on the end of a rope, he would hold a torch in one hand and a tool in the other to try digging out the gold and silver.


Deep below the earth they worked, and those on the surface did not know what has happening.


v. 5-8

The earth, from which food comes,

is transformed below as by fire;

sapphires come from its rocks,

and its dust contains nuggets of gold.

No bird of prey knows that hidden path,

no falcon’s eye has seen it.

Proud beasts do not set foot on it,

and no lion prowls there.

The Falcon was known for its good eyesight, but even a falcon could not see where they were digging.  Lions are known for their great strength, but they are not able to dig in the earth like this.  


Only people know how to dig in the fiery depths of the earth for gold.


v. 9-12  
Man’s hand assaults the flinty rock

and lays bare the roots of the mountains.

He tunnels through the rock;

his eyes see all its treasures.

He searches the sources of the rivers

and brings hidden things to light.

“But where can wisdom be found?

Where does understanding dwell?

You see how clever men are.  Ancient men looked in the earth and found treasures.  Modern man has done even more amazing things.  Think of how our doctors can heal diseases – they can even replace someone’s heart, kidney or liver with another..  


Think of how we can fly in the air, travel under water, and go through space to the moon.


Soon, the world’s most important books will all be available in a computer.  With a computer the size of a book you can hold all the knowledge of the human race in your hands.


But, were is Wisdom?  The ancients found gold but not wisdom.  We have amazing powers, but we can’t find wisdom either.

II. Wisdom has Value,


But we can not buy it.
V. 13-19

Maybe you think like this.  If I can not find wisdom, maybe I can buy it somewhere?  We have a saying, “you can get anything if you have enough money.”


But Job says that Wisdom can not be bought at any price.


v. 13-19

Man does not comprehend its worth;

it cannot be found in the land of the living.

The deep says, ‘It is not in me’;

the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’
It cannot be bought with the finest gold,

nor can its price be weighed in silver.

It cannot be bought with the gold of Ophir,

with precious onyx or sapphires.

Neither gold nor crystal can compare with it,

nor can it be had for jewels of gold.

Coral and jasper are not worthy of mention;

the price of wisdom is beyond rubies.

The topaz of Cush cannot compare with it;

it cannot be bought with pure gold.

If wisdom could be purchased with money, or with gold or with precious stones, then everyone who is rich would also be wise.


That is not the case.  Look at who is rich and famous in Hollywood, and who makes money from music.  Look at those singers who wear lots of gold jewelry.  I have even seen some with golden teeth that have diamonds in them.


But tell me – are the celebrities wise?


No, they are just rich and famous.


They own houses, cars and jewels, but they do not own wisdom.


Now, maybe this is good news.  None of us are rich the quarterback, Tony Romo of the Cowboys who just signed a contract for over $60 million dollars.  Nor do we compare to “A Rod”, the baseball player who turned down a salary of $25 million dollars a year   – he wants more!


Even with that money, neither Tony Romo nor A Rod can buy wisdom.  The rich have no advantage over the poor – they can not buy wisdom at any price.

III.  God has wisdom,


And he gives it away.   V. 20-28

v. 20-22
“Where then does wisdom come from?

Where does understanding dwell?
It is hidden from the eyes of every living thing,

concealed even from the birds of the air.

Destruction and Death say,

‘Only a rumor of it has reached our ears.’

This is like the game Hide & Seek, or the book “Where is Waldo?”  It is as if humanity is searching for Wisdom who is hidden.  So they asked the ocean in verse 12, “Is Wisdom there?” and it says, “I have not seen him.  In verse 22, he asks death, if he has seen Wisdom, and he says, “No, I have only heard of him, but have not seen him.”


If it is so hard to find Wisdom, and if we can not buy it or dig into the earth to get it, are we  out of luck?  Is it just too bad for us?


v. 23-27

God understands the way to it

and he alone knows where it dwells,

for he views the ends of the earth

and sees everything under the heavens.
When he established the force of the wind

and measured out the waters,

when he made a decree for the rain

and a path for the thunderstorm,

then he looked at wisdom and appraised it;

he confirmed it and tested it.

So then we learn, only God has wisdom.  He is the one who created the world.  He knows how the world works.  So he knows all about it.


Does that mean that God keeps it a secret?  It almost looks that way, because we see that it can not be found and it can not be dug up.


What if God said: “I have wisdom and I am not going to share.”


Do you think God is like that?


Job 28 tells us that God gives away wisdom, he does not hold it back.


v. 28

And he said to man,

‘The fear of the Lord—that is wisdom,

and to shun evil is understanding.’ 

This explains so much:


It explains why wisdom is so hard to find.  We can not find it by ourselves; we have to receive it from God.  You see, wisdom is not just knowing things.  We are good at knowing things.  Our libraries and full of books, and they are full of information.  


Wisdom is knowing how to live well in this world.


This explains why so few people find it.  Some do not believe in God.  Others do not want God to interfere in their lives.  They are living by their own wisdom; they do not want God’s wisdom – even though it is better.


Job 28 explains how God works.

· When we show reverence for God.

· When we turn away from Evil

· Then he gives us wisdom.


In fact wisdom is this – to trust in God and to turn away from Evil.


This gift, like all of God’s gifts, is free.



We have to receive them from God –


 
we can not get it anywhere else.
