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We have been seeking with Job an answer to the question of Justice.  Job’s persistence and his fierce style of speaking  defeated his three friends and the youthful Elihu as well.  So it came to the Lord himself to come to Job, in  a storm, to present the case.


In his first speech, God paraded before Job the wonders of the created world and asked:  What did Job know about hailstorms, jackasses and ostriches?  God is the One know knows.


In God’s second speech, Job is told to stand like a man and give answer.  This time the Lord speaks of a beast, called Behemoth, and a monster called Leviathan.


Is the Lord taking Job an another visit to the zoo?  I don’t think so.  Let’s explore.  Turn with me to Job 40:6 where we will begin.

I.  The Question - Job 40:6-14  NIV 
6 Then the LORD spoke to Job out of the storm: 


7 “Brace yourself like a man; 





I will question you, 





and you shall answer me.   



8 “Would you discredit my justice?  





Would you condemn me to justify yourself?   



9 Do you have an arm like God’s,   





and can your voice   thunder like his?   



10 Then adorn yourself with glory and splendor, 





and clothe yourself in honor and majesty.   



11 Unleash the fury of your wrath,   





look at every proud man and bring him low,   



12 look at every proud   man and humble him,   





crush   the wicked where they stand. 



13 Bury them all in the dust together;  





shroud their faces in the grave.   



14 Then I myself will admit to you 





that your own right hand can save you.

We can not understand the purpose of Behemoth and Leviathan unless we read this question to Job very carefully.  Verse 8 puts it quite plainly.  Will Job discredit the Lord’s justice?  Will Job condemn God?


This goes to the great difficulty of Evil.  In a world created by a good and loving God, why is there evil?  This philosophical question is enough for many to decide that no God exists, or no God exists that is worthy of worship. They say that war, flood and famine condemn the very idea of God.


This is a very 21st Century question:  Will we condemn God to justify ourselves?


God’s answer is a challenge:  “Ok.  You rise up in your power, wisdom and glory and rid the world of injustice.  What would you do?   Would you do better than me?  Show me and I will admit that you are wise and powerful enough to save yourself and the world about you.”

This is the challenge that the Philosopher has to answer.  If you are to condemn God for his failure at justice – then how would you govern the world?  Show us the power of your justice?  Show us the supremacy of your wisdom?


Would you wave a wand and remove all the evil people?  What of those who would be hurt?  What of the widows and orphans?  What of the evil people that given time, might have mended their ways?   Who is bad enough?

In the movie, Bruce Almighty, the main character is given God-like powers to see how he would run the world – but his every solution turns into a disaster.  For example with he makes every lottery ticket a winner, it leads to a riot because the winning ticket is worth only a few cents.  When everyone wins, no one wins.

This is the question God put to Job: v. 8



 “Would you discredit my justice?  



Would you condemn me to justify yourself?

II.  Two Beasts – 40:15-41-34


Next the Lord introduces Job to two of his beasts.  These powerful creatures are presented to Job for his response.  What would Job do with these?


The first creature is Behemoth.  40:15- 




15 “Look at the behemoth,  





which I made   along with you 





and which feeds on grass like an ox. 


16 What strength  he has in his loins, 





what power in the muscles of his belly! 


17 His tail  sways like a cedar; 





the sinews of his thighs are close-knit. 


18 His bones are tubes of bronze, 





his limbs   like rods of iron. 


19 He ranks first among the works of God, 




yet his Maker  can approach him with his 



sword.  



20 The hills bring him their produce, 




and all the wild animals play  nearby.  



21 Under the lotus plants he lies, 





hidden among the reeds  in the marsh.  



22 The lotuses conceal him in their shadow; 





the poplars by the stream   surround him. 



23 When the river rages,   he is not alarmed; 





he is secure, though the Jordan   should surge 



against his mouth. 



24 Can anyone capture him by the eyes, 




or trap him and pierce his nose?

Various attempts have been made to identify this creature.   Behemoth is a Hebrew word.  It is the plural noun: Beasts.  It means the Number One Beast.

Is it a hippopotamus?  This is a popular idea.  The Hippo is bulky, and he lives in the river.  He is no doubt strong. More people are trampled each year in Africa by hippos than are attacked by lions or elephants. Yet, how do we explain the tail. A Hippo’s tail is small, nothing like a cedar. (v. 17)  Maybe the word “tail” could mean the trunk of an elephant?  That is another idea.  Or some would see in behemoth a description of a dinosaur.  Certainly none of us would want to take on a Brachiosaurus in hand to hand combat!

Or is something else in view.  Remember that the question goes to evil in the world.  How would Job solve the problem of Evil.  So then maybe Behemoth is a poetic description of the evil beast that lays within human nature.  Who is able to defeat it?  There is no prospect that selfishness or evil will become extinct.


The second Creature is Leviathan – 41:1-34

 

1 “Can you pull in the leviathan  with a fishhook   





or tie down his tongue with a rope? 



2 Can you put a cord through his nose   





or pierce his jaw with a hook?   



3 Will he keep begging you for mercy?   





Will he speak to you with gentle words? 



4 Will he make an agreement with you 





for you to take him as your slave for life?   



5 Can you make a pet of him like a bird 





or put him on a leash for your girls? 



6 Will traders barter for him? 





Will they divide him up among the merchants? 



7 Can you fill his hide with harpoons 





or his head with fishing spears?   



8 If you lay a hand on him, 
you will remember the struggle 


and never do it again!   



9 Any hope of subduing him is false; 





the mere sight of him is overpowering.   



10 No one is fierce enough to rouse him.   





Who then is able to stand against me?   



11 Who has a claim against me that I must pay?   





Everything under heaven belongs to me.   



12 “I will not fail to speak of his limbs,   





his strength  and his graceful form. 



13 Who can strip off his outer coat? 





Who would approach him with a bridle?  



14 Who dares open the doors of his mouth,   





ringed about with his fearsome teeth? 



15 His back has  rows of shields 





tightly sealed together;   



16 each is so close to the next 





that no air can pass between. 



17 They are joined fast to one another; 





they cling together and cannot be parted. 



18 His snorting throws out flashes of light; 





his eyes are like the rays of dawn.  



19 Firebrands   stream from his mouth; 





sparks of fire shoot out. 



20 Smoke pours from his nostrils   





as from a boiling pot over a fire of reeds. 



21 His breath   sets coals ablaze, 





and flames dart from his mouth.   



22 Strength   resides in his neck; 





dismay goes before him. 



23 The folds of his flesh are tightly joined; 





they are firm and immovable. 



24 His chest is hard as rock, 





hard as a lower millstone.   



25 When he rises up, the mighty are terrified;   





they retreat before his thrashing.   



26 The sword that reaches him has no effect, 





nor does the spear or the dart or the javelin.   



27 Iron he treats like straw   





and bronze like rotten wood. 



28 Arrows do not make him flee;  





slingstones are like chaff to him. 



29 A club seems to him but a piece of straw;  





he laughs  at the rattling of the lance. 



30 His undersides are jagged potsherds, 




leaving a trail in the mud like a threshing sledge.  



31 He makes the depths churn like a boiling caldron   





and stirs up the sea like a pot of ointment.  



32 Behind him he leaves a glistening wake; 





one would think the deep had white hair. 



33 Nothing on earth is his equal  —





a creature without fear. 



34 He looks down on all that are haughty;  





he is king over all that are proud. ”

With Leviathan it is clear that we are dealing with something bigger than a mere creature.  First of all, Leviathan is mentioned in Job’s first speech in chapter 3.  He spoke of summoning Leviathan to blot out the light of the sun and the stars.  Leviathan is also mentioned in other biblical passages.  


Many say that Leviathan is simply the crocodile that lives in the Biblical lands.  Yet what crocodile breathes fire?  What Crocodile is beyond the power of man to hunt?  Even the ancients could hunt hippos and crocodiles – though no one wants to meet either on a dark night.

The world leviathan comes from the Hebrew word that means coiled.  So we get the idea of a powerful sea creature that has a long body that can entwine and crush its enemies.


And the language may suggest crocodile plus.  What the crocodile is on a small scale, the Leviathan is on a cosmic scale.  It is the power of evil in human society.  It is the power of evil that is everywhere, that can entwine itself around anything and take it in it’s power.


Is Job able so slay this Evil beast that looks down upon all that is proud and powerful?  No.

III.  The Outcome  -- 41:1-6  


1 Then Job replied to the LORD: 



2 “I know that you can do all things;  





no plan of yours can be thwarted.  



3  You asked,  ‘Who is this that obscures




 my counsel without knowledge?’  





Surely I spoke of things I did not understand, 





things too wonderful for me to know. l  



4  “You said,  ‘Listen now, and I will speak; 





I will question you, 





and you shall answer me.’   



5 My ears had heard of you  





but now my eyes have seen you.   



6 Therefore I despise myself   





and repent   in dust and ashes.”  

If it were merely that God said to Job – look at the Hippo and the Crocodile, and Job then repents, what sense would that make?  Going to the Zoo does not make me repent.

Yet if it is instead that God says to Job – if you can not defeat the brutish and entwining evil in your life, in your society, in your family and in your own heart, what kind of standing do you have to challenge my Justice?


Coming face to face with the power of Evil, and when we recognize that evil is also in our own hearts, what can we do but admit our guilt and weakness?


That is why Job repented – he had no answer for that.  And neither do we.


Yet there is an answer.  What is it that the Lord Almighty has done to overcome evil in the world?


He did not send an army.  

He did not send a warrior or a great hunter to seek out and slay the beast which is evil.


He sent his own son into the world.


He was unarmed, and in Bethlehem, defenseless.


Subject to that beast named Herod, who tried to have him killed. 


And later as Jesus grew to manhood, he did not take up the sword, or wield worldly power to defeat evil.  He came as a preacher, a healer and a story teller.


When he appeared to be defeated by Leviathan, when he was crushed by Roman injustice, he bore the full weight of Evil.  Behemoth and Leviathan were upon his shoulders.  The weight of humanities sin and oppression crushed him.


And then he lived again to declare victory.
