Be Distinct –  
Matthew 5:1-12

January 4, 2009


We have started a new year.    The new thing I am starting is a series of sermons.  We will be learning from Jesus most famous sermon.  It is found in Matthew 5-7.


What I want to do today is three things.  I want to explain the purpose of this sermon, which will be our focus for the next 4 months.  I want us to see the meaning of the 8 statements in today’s passage.  Finally, we will take a long and careful look at the first verse of the sermon.

I. The Purpose of the Sermon.


We will start reading in the chapter before the Sermon on the Mount.  Follow as we read - Matthew 4:23-25 
    And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. [24] So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. [25] And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

 As Jesus went and taught all around Galilee, he also performed miracles of healing.  Some people came because they were interested in his teaching.  More people came because they were interested in his ability to heal them.

On this cold wintry day we have to imagine.  Think of thousands of people who are out on the dusty and hot roads of Israel, following Jesus from place to place and always crying out to him.  They would say, “Heal me!” or “Please heal my child!”


Turn to the next chapter and we see a different scene.  We read Matthew 5:1-2 
    Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.   [2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 


Jesus saw and heard all the crowds who came to be healed.  For that reason he climbed up on a mountain and sat down there to teach his disciples.  


There are two groups of people.  Many people want to be near Jesus to see his miracles.  But that is only part of Jesus work.  The other part was his teaching.  When Jesus climbed the hill, he was followed by some people and not by others.  Those who followed him to listen to his teaching are called his disciples.


This is important because it shows the purpose of this sermon.  


The Sermon on the Mount is not about how to get to heaven.  It is not about how to receive the forgiveness of sins.  It is not about how to become a Christian.  The people who listened to the message were already followers of Jesus.  They had already become part of God’s forgiven people.


The Sermon on the Mount was given to show Jesus’ followers how they should live in the world.  Jesus tells us how to live with reverence for God and with love for other people.  


 I call this sermon series “The Wisdom of Jesus”.  Wisdom is the ability to live in a way that pleases God, and finds success in this world where we live.


All of us have a choice.  You can stay with the crowd of people that is at the bottom of the mountain.  They are interested in Jesus, but only for what is exciting.  Or you can climb up the hill so that you listen to Jesus wisdom.  Are you willing to make the effort to listen?  It takes work to listen carefully.  It will cause changes in your life.  That is what it really means to be a disciple.
II. The Beatitudes – v. 3-10


The doorway to Jesus Wisdom is a series of 8 statements.  Each of these starts with the words “Blessed are…”.  These sentences indicate 8 attitudes that Jesus followers should have.  


With each challenge there is a promise.  Those who seek these spiritual attitudes will receive a blessing from God.


These are words that you can not understand in a day or a week or a month.  These are words that you and I should think about all during our lives.  So I will give you a definition of each of these 8 attitudes.  Then after that we will think longer about the first Beatitude.


1.  Blessed are the Poor in spirit.  The place to start is to admit that you are poor.  If you are poor it means you do not have all that you need for a good life.  We begin following Jesus when we admit our inability to please God.  We admit that we can not keep his laws.  We admit that we do not love God nor do we love our neighbor as much as we should.


We can not keep Jesus wisdom with our own strength.  We need God’s help.     God’s Kingdom is for those people who admit they are poor.


2.  Blessed are those who Mourn.  We need to learn to be sad for our own sins, and to be sad for the sins of people all around us.  God made all things to be good and happy, but there is much that is wrong.  Many people get angry and accuse others of being bad.  The important attitude is to be sorrowful for all   the lies, broken promises, broken marriages, wars and hatred

.


3.  Blessed are the Meek.   To be meek is to know that the world does not exist just to serve you and to make you happy.  To be meek is to know that you exist to serve God and to serve others.  The Meek are the opposite of greedy people.  Greedy people want everything right now.  Jesus says it is the Meek who will someday inherit all things.

4.  Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.   This is the strong desire to live the life God  and wants you to live.  Do you want to be a better person?  Do you want to live in a better world?  Are you as hungry for this as you are for a good meal after you have not eaten for many hours?  Are you as thirsty for this as you are for cold water in August?


God promises to fulfill these desires.


5.  Blessed are the Merciful.   To be merciful is to be kind and gentle to people who are in need.  If you see people in need and you say in your heart, “I am better than that person”, you are not merciful.  If you see people in need and you feel the desire to help them - that is mercy.  


Jesus says that it is the people who want to show mercy to others who will receive mercy from God.  Selfishness is never rewarded by God. 

6.  Blessed are the Pure in Heart.  To be pure in heart is to want what is good.  To be pure in heart is when you are not divided in your heart.  If you want a mix of God’s love and your selfishness, that is not a pure heart. The #1 desire of the pure in heart is to please God.


Only the pure in heart can see God.  The reason we do not see God now is that we are mixed in our hearts.  There is goodness and there is selfishness.  Until the Lord fixes what is broken in us, we will not see God.  Jesus said that someday we will see God, because He will made our hearts completely clean.

7.  Blessed are the Peacemakers.  Peacemakers heal the divisions between God and people, and between people who are angry with each other.  

Jesus purpose was to make peace between God and people.  He wanted to make peace between people as well.  


Jesus made peace with God by paying the price for our sins.  On the cross, Jesus was our peacemaker.  We become God’s children. When we belong to him we are part of a big family.  So he made peace between you and me.  We can be brothers and sisters because of Jesus.


If you follow Jesus, the Son of God, by being a peacemaker will be given a name.  they will be called Sons of God.   We imitate God’s only son Jesus.


8.   Blessed are those who are persecuted because of Righteousness.  The world which is filled with sin creates trouble for those who want to live the right way.  If your are opposed by people because you are a Jesus follower, Jesus says that is a good thing.


If you decide to do anything at all to be popular, you will  do things that are wrong and harmful.  If you decide to do what is right, you will be opposed.


Jesus says you are blessed if you are persecuted for doing what is right.  or if you were not being persecuted, you would not at all be different from the sinners of the world.

These 8 attitudes should be part of you.  These are the attitudes that make Christians distinct from the world.  


Many Christians wear crosses around their necks, and they put bumper Stickers on their cars that say they follow Jesus 

Really, the way that you can know that you are a Child of God is that you have these attitudes in your life.  
These are the changes that God brings to your life when you Trust in Jesus for salvation.

III.  Blessed are the Poor in Spirit.

You will not be able today to learn and keep these words all at once.  Jesus taught these words in a way that we can remember.  It is in a pattern like a poem so you can learn it and keep it in your head.  


So today let’s spend our last minutes together thinking about the first Beatitude.


Blessed are the poor in spirit,


For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.

The First step in following Jesus is this: You need to admit that you have a need.   


This is hard to do.  Our pride wants to have us say, “I can do anything.”  It wants to say, “I am as good as or better than anyone else.”  

We like to compare ourselves to others, because we can always find someone who is doing worse than we are.

Jesus teaches us that we do not compare ourselves to others.  We can only compare ourselves to God, and to what God made us to be.


All of us fail that test.  


If my friend says that he is able to jump higher than me, that could be true.  But he can not fly.  No matter how high he jumps, he still falls back to the ground.


We need to admit that we do not have the ability to rise upward to God’s level.  We can not jump that high.  We can not fly.


  Once we recognize that we can not jump up to heaven, then we can quit trying.  Then we will see that it is God who has come down to us.


God came to us in Jesus.  He is the one who possesses all the wealth of Wisdom. He is the one who can pay for our sins.  He is the one who can lift us upward to God.


Blessed are the poor in spirit,

For theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
