Be Honest
Matthew 5:33-37

Feb 1, 2009 – Lao/English Service


We have two very different people who have been in the news.  Just under two weeks ago, Barak Obama put his left hand on the bible of Abraham Lincoln and took the oath of office for president.  He promised to faithfully execute the office of President and to keep the laws.


I believe, whether you voted for him or not, you should pray for him and our other leaders, because they carry a heavy burden.


This past week, the governor of the state of Illinois was voted out of office.  He too had taken an oath of office.  He promised to keep the laws of Illinois and serve faithfully as Governor.  However, he was a liar.  And they voted him out of office, 59-0.


Today’s passage is about making oaths – or promises before God that we will do what we say.  Let’s see what Jesus said in Matthew 5:33-37.


You will see the English on the screen, and afterward the Lao will be on the screen when Sy reads it.

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath,   but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.’   34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all:  either by heaven, for it is God’s throne;   35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King.    36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair white or black.  37 Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,’ and your ‘No,’ ‘No’;   anything beyond this comes from the evil one. “







Matthew 5:33-37. 


First we need to understand about giving oaths in the bible.  Then we need to think about what it means to be honest.

I. What the Bible has to say.


A.  In the Old Testament, there were laws about giving an oath.  If a person made an oath, he needed to do what he said he would do.


Here is an example: Numbers 30:2 

 “When a man makes a vow to the Lord or takes an oath to obligate himself by a pledge, he must not break his word but must do everything he said.”


The Bible does not ask us to make vows.  It says, if you make a vow, you must do what you promised to do.      

There are even examples where God takes an oath.  When Abraham was willing to offer his son Isaac to God, God takes an oath to bless him.  He said,

 “I swear by myself, that because you have done this….I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the starts…”  (Genesis 22:17).
Oaths were permitted but not required.  If you make a promise; keep it.


B.  Teachers.  The people of God relied on priests and scholars to tell them what God commanded.  Most people then could not read.  


Very often, the teachers changed what the Bible said.  They seemed to do it in two ways.


First, they required people to take oaths.  The Old Testament said oaths were not commanded.  If you don’t want to make an oath – that is good.  IF you do want to make an oath, then make sure you do it.


Second, they made lists of different kinds of oaths.   They said that some oaths were stronger than others.  If you said, “I swear by the name of God” that was very strong and you should keep the promise.


If you said, “I swear by my beard.” That was a weak oath, and you would not be harmed if you did not keep it.


 People made lots of rules about what was a strong promise and what was a weak promise.  They said, “If you make a strong promise, keep it.  IF you make a weak promise, then you do not have to.”  It was like a game.


When I was a child, if you crossed your fingers behind your back – you did not have to tell the truth.  That is what we thought.  So if someone made a promise, we made them hold out their hands to show they did not cross their fingers.  We did not want to be tricked!

C.  Jesus.  Now Jesus said, “Do not make oaths.”


He said that all oaths are binding.  If you swear by God’s name, or by the Temple in Jerusalem, or even by the hairs on your head, it is a strong promise.  A promise is a promise.  Since God owns all the earth – both the temple and your hair – it makes no difference which you use in your oath.

This verse in the Bible is the reason that the United States Constitution permits a president to either say “I Swear” or to say “I Affirm.”   To affirm is to say “Yes”.  


Usually in court you can either “swear” or “affirm” that you will tell the truth.  Either way you have to tell the whole truth.


Some Christians think that they should never take an oath.  But when we read the bible as a whole, we see that Oaths were permitted, but not required.  
So if you are asked to take an oath before a Judge in court, or if you are elected to an job, or if you are made a new citizen of the United States, that is ok.  We are told to live by the laws of the land.


The point Jesus made is this:  Be Honest.


If you are honest, then you will do what you promise.  You do not need to make a vow, you only need to do what you say.

II. Why is this important?

Verse 37 is important.  “Simply let your “Yes” be “Yes” and your “No” be “No.”  


A.  No is a powerful word. 


We should use the power of the word no.  Whenever you are tempted to sin, you should say “NO.”  Jesus said “No” to Satan’s temptations by quoting the bible at the Devil.


Suppose a co-worker asks you to help cheat the boss.  Say, “No, for it is written, “you shall not steal.”


Suppose you are tempted to gossip.  Say, “No, for the Bible calls gossip a sin.”


No helps us manage our time.  You need to say NO to some things, so you can say yes to others.


It is necessary to say NO to late night television on Saturday, so you can get to Church on Sunday.


It is necessary to say NO to good things.  If you try to do everything, you will have no time.  So you need to say NO to many things, so you have time for the things you say “Yes” to.


B.  Yes is a powerful word.

Yes should be Yes when we speak to others.


People had to use oaths because they were not honest.  If a person is honest, we can rely on what they say.  If I say to you, “I will give you $20.”  You should be able to count on that.  


If I have to say, “I promise by the throne of God that I will give you $20.” It shows that I am not very honest. 


You should be the kind of person who says yes and means it.


Sometimes people say “Yes” to be polite.  I might ask someone, “Would you like to come with me to church?” They do not want to say no, so they say yes.  Then they hope I forget about it.  They stay at home because they never meant to come.


It is better to say No, if that is what you mean, than to say yes and not really mean it.


I might ask someone, “Will you help with teaching Sunday School?” or “Will you help us clean the church?” or “Will you help us by visiting someone who is in the Hospital.


It is better that they say “NO” than if they say Yes and do not mean it.


Yes should be Yes when we speak to God.


The most powerful “Yes” is the yes to Jesus.  When you hear that good news that you can receive salvation, and you say “Yes” to the Lord, then you were given eternal life.


Sometimes people come forward at a meeting and say YES with their lips to God.  But the Yes has to come from your heart.  IF you say Yes with your lips, but you say no with your heart, it is still a no.


That is why it is not enough to say you are a Christian.  It is not enough to be baptized.  It is not enough to join a church.  God needs you to say Yes to his gift of salvation, with your lips and with your heart.


Romans 10:9 

    Because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 

    
Jesus said, ‘Let your “yes” be “yes” and your “no” be “no.”’
