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We are studying the Wisdom of Jesus as found in the Sermon on the Mount.  This is Matthew 5-7.  


We have seen that the Beatitudes are the qualities that should mark all of Jesus followers.  We should be poor in sprit and meek and hungry for righteousness, and so forth.  These qualities are not for the super spiritual, nor are they for us to pick and choose among.   

Jesus said that his followers are Salt and Light.  We are in fact Salty Christians when we follow the teachings of Jesus.  When his life takes hold in our lives.  If we loose this saltiness we have no effect in the world. 


We are Light when the way we live causes others to give credit to God. It is how we live that should speak loudly to the world.  If our words are not heard, it is because the Light of Christ is not evident in our lives.


 Today’s passage introduces a new way to look at the Law of God.  It is followed by five examples of how this new law is worked out in our lives.  I call this the New Law, but you will soon see that it is not really New so much as Renewed.  Jesus did not throw out the old, he fulfilled it.

(Read Mt 5:17-20)

I.  To Fulfill not Abolish – v. 17


“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”


v. 17: I want you to think about this statement.  If you are part of the church, you are familiar with it.  Maybe you are so familiar that you no longer think about it.  This is a very powerful sentence.


These words of Jesus stand in contrast to how people usually think about Jesus.  Many people are attracted to the Spirituality of Jesus.  Jesus remains popular, even if his Church is less so.  For many the spirituality of Jesus is associated with these things:
· A Warm Glow

· An all Embracing Acceptance

· A Rejection of Judgment and Wrath

They might go on to say that Jesus overturned the Old Testament.  That the OT is full of wrath and warfare and Jesus is about Love and Peace.


The best that can be said for that idea is that it is an overstatement.  There is a difference between Moses and Jesus, between the Old and the New.  However this difference is not a Revolution.  It is, in Jesus words a fulfillment.


Let’s define a few words:


The Law and the Prophets – by this expressions Jesus was referring to the Old Testament.  We tend to think of the Law as being the Regulations.  In the Jewish Bible, the Law referred to the Books of Moses.  The Prophets then referred to all the rest of the books.  Specific prophets are found in the historical books, and even the poetic books can speak prophetically.


So Jesus said, “I have not come to abolish the Old Testament”


Abolish and Fulfill.   The word abolish means to cast down.  Sometimes when there is a political revolution, the statue of the old King or Dictator is pulled down.  You might remember the statue of Saddam Hussein what was pulled down in Bagdad when the American army first took that city.


Jesus did not come to tear down the Old Testament.


The word fulfill is a bit more difficult to explain.  Rather than their being just one way, there are a variety of ways that Jesus fulfilled the O. T. scriptures.  Let me suggest a few:
· Jesus fulfilled the sacrificial system.  All of the animal sacrifices that were repeated for centuries in the Temple were brought to completion in Jesus.  You and I no longer need to offer sacrifices to God, because Jesus has become the once and for all final sacrifice.

· Jesus fulfilled the moral law.  The bible declares Jesus as without sin.  He was innocent of any wrong.  He was righteous in all of his actions.  He alone of any human being was able to keep the Law.  So there is a sense that when we trust in him, his obedience is credited to us.

· Jesus fulfilled predictive prophecy.   His place of birth and his exile into Egypt were predicted and fulfilled.

· Jesus fulfills the doctrinal teaching of the bible.  The ideas of justice and mercy are brought to completion in Jesus life and teaching.  There is a sense that what came before was incomplete.  The Old Testament offered an outline, and Jesus filled in the color and detail.



So when we read the Old Testament, it is not as if we face an enemy.  When a person is outside of faith, he can see the law as an enemy because the law declares him or her guilty. However, the man and the woman of faith can see in the Law only good.  We can look into the Law and say, “In what way does Jesus fulfill this fur us.”  Then the whole Old Testament is for us a commentary on the Love of God.


Why is this so?  Look at verse 18


”I tell you the truth, Until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.”  

There are letters in Hebrew that can be changed by a dot.  Other letters are differentiated by a little mark of the pen.  We have the same in English.  Take a vertical stroke.  If you put a line through it, it becomes a “t”.  If you put a dot over it, it is an “i”.   Remove a line from an “E” and you get and “F”.  Or add a line to the side of an “F” and it can look like an “A”.  This is an old trick for changing report cards.


Jesus point is that down to the dots and strokes of letters, every bit of the Old Testament will find its intended fulfillment.  Nothing will be left un done. 


Think of the Old Testament as a grocery list.  When I take a list to the store, I check off the items I have found.  If something is missing from the store, I circle it.  So I can say, “I guess we will change the menu because they were out of Brussels sprouts today.”


Jesus said that all the Old Testament will be checked off.  Nothing will be circled or erased.

II.  Loosen or Surpass?

If you are less than 40 years old, here is an interesting experiment for you to try.  Go to someone who is about 60 or more and ask what kind of moral and religious laws were enforced when they were young.  It might surprise you to know that you could not shop, and most people did not work on Sunday, unless it was something like being a Police officer.  Not only was the Pledge of Allegiance said in public school, there was also a prayer – perhaps even the Lord’s Prayer.  It was expected that you get married before living together.   


If you are over 40 you might talk to some young people and ask them what their generation thinks.  Do they think any one religion can be true? Do they think that it is ok to live together before marriage?

Many things have changed in our culture from the 60s to today.  The old accepted morality has long been tossed out. The new morality has been installed.  Now, it is generally thought to be ok to live together without marriage.  However, it is immoral not to recycle or to drive a gas guzzling car.


These cultural changes have also been happening in the church.  The list of Don’ts that churches had has largely disappeared.  Christians work on Sundays; they don’t dress up for church.  They might even shop or watch TV on Sunday.  Christians play cards, dance and go to the movies.

Is this good or bad?


It depends on whether the rule is God’s rule or one that we made up.


It is no problem to change cultural rules – There is nothing in the bible saying that men need to wear white shirts and neckties.  There is nothing about women wearing slacks – though that was controversial 40 years ago.  There is nothing specific about watching a movie.

It is a problem when we break God’s rules.  The scripture is clear that marriage is a promise and a commitment.  Living together first is giving the other a test drive to see if it works.  Living together is not a thing we stick with if it does not work for us.  Marriage is a covenant based on a promise.  It is not performance based. It is until death brings it to an end.

Now we come back to our text.


“Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven.”

There are many things in the Old Testament that we do not follow.  That is because the OT laws contain a mix of what is moral, what is ceremonial and what is Civil law.

· Since we are not citizens of Biblical Israel, but live in various nations, we are not subject to the O. T. laws on things like property ownership, charging interest and so on.  We can learn from the Laws that God gave to Israel, but we are not subject to thse laws.  We are subject to the laws of the land where we live.
· Since Jesus is the final sacrifice, there do not need to build a temple or offer sacrifices as are laid out in the book of Leviticus.  We can still learn the principles behind them and see how Jesus fulfilled them for us.   However, we do not need to keep. Those.

· The Food laws were specifically laid aside by Jesus and Peter and Paul in the New Testament.

· Sabbath enforcement and circumcision are not longer in effect.  You can not stone anyone to death for buying a hot dog at the Stop and Go on Sunday.


What does remain in effect?


Basically, the Moral law of God is still in effect.  All of the things listed in the 10 Commandments are still true for us.  We would not worship idols.  We should not murder or steal or lie or covet what belongs to another.  The wisdom of God on marriage was established in Genesis with Adam and Eve and remains in effect all through the Old and New Testament.  If you want to please God in this area, you will practice abstinence outside of marriage and you will pledge fidelity in marriage.


What of those who disagree?


There is a common argument that restrictions on homosexuality are not binding for Christians.  I have heard the following argument over and over:  “Since you can eat a ham sandwich, since you can wear clothing with mixed fibers, and since we do not stone blasphemers, then we can ignore restrictions on marriage and let anyone marry who is truly in love.”

What this ignores is that marriage is found before the Law of Moses was effected, it was affirmed by Jesus in various ways, and it is held up in the New Testament as being a life long commitment of one man and one woman.


Are those who would allow it unbelievers?  I am not in a position to judge the faith of other people.  We should refrain from deciding who is going to heaven and who is not.  That judgment belongs to God because only he knows the human heart.


But those who teach this way, will certainly be among the least in the kingdom of haven.


Now, before you say, “Whew!  I am relieved! Because I don’t teach THAT” you should know that many things are listed on the same list as murder, adultery and sexual sin.  Greed, Gossip, Lying, Ethnic prejudice are some of them.

How would you do if I asked you, do you teach and do you actually live by God’s commands?  If we only take the 10 commandments, we all fail well before we got to the bottom of the list.  The New Testament makes it clear that we all fail.  When we fail at one point of the law, we have failed the test.  And sinners are doomed to the wrath of God.


So what then?  Remember where we started.  Blessed are the Poor in Spirit.  Those who know that they are “poor” know that they are also guilty and that they fall short.  


The Gospel comes in here.  When we accept that the Law of God is right and true and that we are not – we confess our sins before God.  This is what the bible calls Repentance.


When we admit that Jesus is the Son of God, and that his righteous life and sacrificial death are a true payment for our sins, we trust in him.  That is called faith.


When you Repent and Believe in Jesus, God does an amazing thing.  He removes the guilt from your account.  God you see keeps books.  Then he places into your account the full value of Jesus Righteousness.  


In this way, Jesus does not abolish the Law; he fulfills it in us.
