Prayer  
Matthew 6:9-14

March 1, 2009


I think we all know about the Lord’s Prayer.  It is something we say in church, or at funerals.  If you have been going to church, you have been taught about the Lord’s Prayer.  So I was wondering what new thing there was to see.  


There is always something new and fresh in the Bible.  We should never say about the bible, “O, I heard that before.”.  Yes, you heard it before.  Did it speak to you when you heard it? 


If the answer is “NO”, then you have not really heard it as the word of God.  The bible can be boring if it is only a history book to you.  It can be boring if it is only a book of rules.  It can be boring if it is only something that your elders talk about.


Is a Facebook message more exciting?  Is the text message on your cell phone more interesting?  Is the internet more up to date?


When the Bible comes to life it is because the Creator of the universe is opening your mind to receive his message.


If your answer is “Yes”, then you need to listen again.  For the Lord has a way of making the Bible fresh.  Even the Lord’s Prayer can be fresh.  Even John 3:16 can be fresh.  

I. “Our Father in Heaven”


The first words are what became fresh for me this week:  “Our Father”.  These words are used 11 times in Jesus sermon.  11 Times he says, “Your Father” or “our Father.”  He says this most in Chapter 6.   


Last week I said that praying is talking to God.  


This passage adds to that definition:  Prayer is talking to your Father.

I agree with the man who said this:  “Before we ask for anything, we have already received the greatest gift of all.  We have been given the right to call God, ‘Our Father’.  We could not buy this at any price; it comes from God who loves us.






 

When we were born into this world we could call God our Creator.  We could call him All Powerful.  But we can not call God our Father until we have been born again.


Jesus teaches us that the most important thing about prayer is this:  We have been invited to speak to God as our Father in Heaven.


This idea adds a certain flavor to all of the parts of the Lord’s Prayer.


Some people when they cook add a little sauce to the top of the meat.  But an excellent cook will put the meat they want to cook in a good tasting solution and let it rest for several hours.  The flavor of the spices will get into all of the meat.  It won’t just sit on the top, it flavors all the parts.


This prayer has been soaked in the idea that God is our Father.  Every part of it is richer because God is our Father.  The prayer is much easier and more joyful because God is our Father.

This prayer has six requests.  Three of them are about God.  Three of them are about us.  I want us to look at these requests.

II. About Him


“Hallowed be your name.”


Have you ever seen boys and girls argue like this?  “My dad is bigger than your dad.”  “My mom is smarter than your mom.”  As children we want to have everyone know that our mother or father is the best.  It is about the honor of our family.


When we pray “Hallowed be your name” we are asking that God will be known and loved by others.  


God’s name is Holy.  There is a problem.  Many people do not know about God’s goodness.  Others only use God’s name as a swear word.  When they do this they show that they do not know or love the Lord.


We should pray that all people will come to know God’s name -- That they know that God is good and true and loving.  Then they also can come to him and receive his gifts.


“Your Kingdom come.”


God’s Kingdom means his control.  This has three meanings.  

God already controls everything.  There is nothing that takes God by surprise.  He does not look at something that happens and say, “I never thought that would happen.”  God knows and controls all things.  


The second meaning is that God wins back our hearts one at a time.  Whenever any person receives Jesus as Savior, they become part of his kingdom.  So we pray that more people will receive the Lord and enter his kingdom.  Do you pray for people to meet Jesus?

The third meaning is that someday the Lord will take full control.  Now he allows people to do bad things.  He allows sin to go on, because he is waiting for lost people to return to him.  There will come a day when God will say that the time is here:  Then he will take full control of the world.


“Your will be done”


God’s will is always done in Heaven.  In Heaven there is no sin, what God wants simply happens.


We are praying here that people on the earth listen to God and obey him as quickly as the angels in Heaven.


All three of these requests are made richer because God is our Father in heaven.  It is our Father’s name that we want to be made holy.  It is our father’s kingdom that we want to grow – God the King is our Father and we are his children.  And we know that as Children, we are supposed to follow the instructions of our parents.  We are praying that all his children are obedient.  We are praying that the entire world come to know and obey God as their father.

III. About Our Needs

When you fly in an airplane, they tell you about what will happen in an emergency.  They show the oxygen masks.  Did you notice that mothers and fathers are supposed to put on the masks first, and then they should put them on their children?  The reason is simple.  If the parents faint from no air, then the children will also faint.  The parents come first so they can save the children.


This is how prayer is for us.  God our Father is first, and we are second.  God is in no danger of fainting.  Yet, his kingdom has to come first.  If God’s kingdom does not continue in the world, then none of us would know the gospel.  Then none of us would be able to come to God in Prayer.  


This is why we start with prayer about the Kingdom of God first, and then we can pray for our own needs.


“Give us today our daily bread.”

The children of Israel were given bread each day when they lived in the desert.  They had to go out every day and collect it.  It was not allowed that they collect for two days or for a week.  This was done, the bible says, so that the people would know that they have to live by Faith in God.  Every day they had to trust God to give them bread, or they would die.


We are invited to pray for our needs.  We need food.  We need jobs to get food.  We need clothing and rent money.  


Now, God is our Father.  He delights in giving us what we need.  What kind of a Father would he be if we had to plead or repeat ourselves over and over, or offer to pay him?

If you have young children, they will expect that at breakfast, lunch and dinner their mothers and fathers will give them the food they need.  We can have that same confidence.

“Forgive us our debts.”


In your family, who determines the punishment?  Do the kids?  No the mothers and the fathers decide what punishment there is.  If they are wise, they will hve consistent rules – so the children know what is expected.  If they are wise, they will do what they say.  When parents do not enforce their rules, the kids pay no attention.  

If a child breaks a rule in the home and is rebellious, the mother or father has to give a punishment. If they do not, the child will never learn.  However, if the child is sorry and apologizes, the parents will forgive them and take away the punishment.


God is the rule maker for all people.  His rules are consistent.  And he enforces the rules.


Yet God is also merciful.  Whenever we confess our sins and ask for forgiveness, God will forgive us.


There is a question in this passage.  It seems to say that we can not be forgiven if we do not forgive others.  This is especially strong if you read  

Matthew 6:14-15 
    For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you, [15] but if you do not forgive others their trespasses neither will your Father forgive your trespasses. 

    
In my study this week, I was able to find the answer in the writings of Martin Luther.  Let me rephrase his answer:


“The outward forgiveness that I show in my actions towards others is a sign that I have received inward forgiveness.  If I do not show forgiveness toward my neighbor, it is a sign that I have not received forgiveness from God.  If I do not forgive, it shows I am stuck in unbelief.  

There is an inward forgiveness and an outward forgiveness. 


I receive the inward forgiveness when we trust in the Word of God.  God pours his love in my heart when I receive the Lord Jesus by faith.


Outward forgiveness is when I forgive others with the same love that I have received from God.  


Whoever lacks inward forgiveness does not forgive outwardly.


If I do forgive outwardly, it is a sign that I hve received God’s forgiveness in my own heart.


When I look and find myself gladly forgiving my neighbor, then I can draw the conclusion that I have been forgiven.  I can say, “I am not doing this work by myself.  I am doing it by the Grace of God.  I am different than I used to be.”


In other words,  God’s forgiveness of me comes first.  When I receive his forgiveness, he also gives me the ability to forgive others.  If I refuse to forgive my neighbor, it most likely means that I am not living by faith.  If I am able to forgive others, it is evidence that Christ is living in me.
 
“Deliver us from Evil”


One of the most important things that Fathers and Mothers do is to keep their children from harm.  They protect their children.


If an angry dog came growling at a father and his child, the father would step forward and fight the dog if necessary.  Maybe he will know the trick I learned as a paper boy.  Pretend to pick up a rock and look like you are ready to throw it and the Dog will probably run away.  That trick saved me 2 or 3 times!


God is our Heavenly Father.  He allows us to live in a world that is filled with troubles.  There is no guarantee that Christians will always have a job, or will always be healthy.  There is not guarantee that we will not hve a war or an enemy.


But God promises to guide us away from temptation.  The bible says that whenever we are tempted to sin, God can provide us an escape.   He will protect us from all harm.

Jesus gave us this prayer as an example.  You can repeat it as a prayer.  That is only good if you say the words with your heart.  Just repeating them with your lips is not really prayer.


You can use it as a pattern for your prayer.

· Come to God as your heavenly Father, for he will listen, he loves you.

· Think about God’s purposes in the world first of all.

· Bring to him your needs, for he cares for you like your own mother and father care for you.

· Keep it simple – this prayer is only about 60 words.  You do not have to repeat yourself over and over.  You do not have to grow tired in prayer.  You do not have to fill the air with words.  Simple come to him and tell him your needs and desires.

“For your Father knows what you need before you ask him.”  V. 8
