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Do like dictionaries?  I love them.  In college we used to play the dictionary game, where we all wrote fake meanings to real words and tried to guess which is real.

I have a shelf of one volume reference books in my library.  I use these books more than any other.  So if you are serious about bible study, you can do a lot with a bible dictionary, a commentary and similar books.


If you take what you pay each month for cable TV, and bought one of these books every year, you would have a good library before long.  


In reading the Dictionary of Jesus and the Gospels, I found this interesting analysis of the second half of Jesus’ sermon.


There is a connection between the content of the Lord’s Prayer and the following chapter and a half.  I have put up a slide that shows this connection.


The first three petitions about God’s name, his kingdom and his will connect to today’s teaching on where we put our treasure in life.  The words Heaven and Earth are in both places and help us see the connection.


The fourth petition about our daily bread correlates to Matthew 6:25-34 which teaches us not to worry about what we will eat and what we will wear, and that each day has enough worry for itself.


The fifth petition about forgiveness correlates with Mt 7:1-5 which teaches us not to judge others, but to tend to our own faults first.  This is very much like the “forgive us as we forgive others” clause.

The sixth petition about temptation correlates with the rest of chapter 7 which has teaching about finding our security and meaning in the Lord and in his teaching.  Martin Luther wrote extensively on this passage saying that greed and false teaching are the two greatest temptations we will ever face.

If you pray as Jesus’ taught, you will ask that God’s name to be honored, and that his kingdom and his will to be accomplished on the earth.  So far -- so good.

(Read 6:19-24)


Today’s passage asks each of us three questions. –

· Where do you invest? 

· What holds your eye?  

· Who do you serve?

I.  Where do you invest?  v. 19-21

A.  Let’s make the connection to Jesus’ prayer more clear.  He taught us to pray:
   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 

  Your kingdom come, 

   Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Our prayer is that God’s name, which is gloriously and constantly adored by the uncountable millions in Heaven, should be so regarded on the earth?  We pray that God’s will, which is instantly done in heaven, should come to earth.  We see that what is Heavenly should come to the earth.


Now turn to verses 19-21.  Here we see that we should not store our treasures on the earth.  We should store up our treasures in heave.   So we want to bring Heaven to earth, at the same time as we exchange what is earthly for what is heavenly.


I sum it up this way:


May the Glory of Heaven come to earth,

And earth’s treasures be exchanged for Heaven’s.

This is like a teeter totter.  The direction is heaven to earth on the one end, and earth to heaven on the other.  Again in Jesus teaching, we do not look downward at the earth alone, nor do we gaze longingly toward the heavens.  We are to live as citizens of heaven on the earth.  Both movements are important.
B.  Meaning please?


This has been abstract so far, all this talk of heaven and earth.  But it is important talk.  It sets the principle that should govern our lives.  It answers the question we ask.


Where do you invest?  Do you invest in the earth or in heaven?


Jesus said that when we invest in the earth, we put our treasure in the care of these three trustees: moths, rust and thieves.


If you live for your clothes, then you had better figure out how to keep the moths away from your wardrobe.  This is why closets were often lined in cedar and young women used to have cedar lined hope chests: To keep the moths from eating their treasure.


If you live for your nice car, or your golf clubs, or your carving tools, or your fishing equipment, or for a coin collection, then you had better watch out for rust and corrosion.  Take a look at the fender of your car, in this salt spread winter country.  What chance does your new car stand against snow, salt, mud, pot holes and the rest?  Eventually it will be a pile of rusty metal in the junk yard.


If you live for your money, then watch out for thieves.  There are thieves who have guns – which is why we put our money in banks.  There are thieves in banks and investment houses as well.  And then there are the mysteries of the market?


My financial advisor said that the sub prime loan problem is a very small percentage of the whole number of mortgages.  His experts said that the banking system can handle those losses.  Well, I guess he was wrong.  When he told me that, the Market had dropped from 12,000 to about 10,000 points.  Now it is down to under 7,000.  Where did all those billions go?  Not even corporate fat cats can spend that kind of money.  It is just gone, like a vapor.


Now if you invested in the 1st Bank of the Kingdom of God, what would happen?  Apparently there are no moths in heaven, or the fabric is better.  And there is no rust, because they do not have to salt the streets of Gold.  And there are no thieves – because they have a different address!


Jesus is not here teaching us that we should all become monks or live in caves.  He is asking us to take stock on where we place our treasure.  We all need money for food and clothing.  However, in that case money is a tool.  The problem is when we begin to worship the tool and forget what it is for.


No Jesus is teaching us that our investments need to be in what God has commanded us to do.  We should invest in Faith and Hope and Love.  


We invest in faith by spending time in the Word of God, spending effort to spread that word, and even being willing to go where the word needs to be taken.   We invest in faith when we act according to what is true, rather than follow our fears.


 We invest in hope when we teach the young – in hopes that they will learn to Love the lord.  When we seek to start a church where none existed.  At some time in the past Bethany, Door Creek, Blackhawk , Nueva Vida and the Greater Madison Chinese EFC were all a hope.  Today Cephas Ruth live in hope of a school in Zambia and Sam and Sharon live in hope of house churches in India. Today, Jerry and Sue Cellan will see the launch of the church they were called to plant in Eau Claire. 

We invest in love by using our time and resources for others.  You feed your family, you help a neighbor, you smile at strangers, and you offer kindness to the poor and the sick.  No act of love is insignificant.

My investments will frequently send me a prospectus.  This lists all the stocks and bonds that are in the fund.  It is specific, technical and mostly beying my understanding.    Jesus did not send us prospectus with a specific list of heavenly investments.  He sent us an investment strategy.
Bring the Glory of Heaven to earth,

And exchange earth’s treasures for Heaven’s
II.  What Holds Your Eye?  V. 22-23


Sports restaurants are not good for conversations. I find that while I may try to listen to my friend, the TV holds my eye. That competitive curling from Minnesota and the thrilling Cricket from South Africa, catch my eye.

A.  We can read these verses as a matter of body mechanics.  If your eyes work, then you can perceive light and use it to discover the world about you.  But if you do not have working eyesight, then you have to make your way in a dark world.  I am amazed at what many blind people can do – but even so they have to overcome the darkness with sound and touch and smell.


B.  There is a spiritual reading also.  Here is how it goes. 

If your eye is drawn to the darkness, then your soul and body will be filled with darkness.  By darkness here we refer to some sort of evil.  If greed guides your eyes, then you will be looking with avid interest at what others have, at what is advertised, and you will not rest peacefully until you have it.  However, since what you want is darkness, it never satisfies.  So your eye fixed on material desires is always seeking and is never satisfied.  So you end up filed with greed, resentment, hatred, stinginess.  All that is good – things like faith, hope and love are crowded out.  “When the light within you is darkness, how great is the darkness.”

If on the other hand, your eyes are drawn to Light, then your will be filled with light in body and soul.  So what is it that has captured your eye?  Does physical beauty turn your head every time?  Does a palatial house?  Does the possibility of fame in sports or business or politics or school grab you?


My friend Modesto Maya says that there is nothing sweeter in life than to be present when a sinner weeps tears of repentance and tears of joy.


My friend Dale Belli takes gifts to people with AIDS in New York hospitals, including things like scarves and mittens, music and bibles.  She reports on those who receive the news of Heaven’s open door with joy.

III. Who do you serve?  V. 24


These verses we are studying are filled with contrasts.  Heaven is contrasted with the earth.  Light is contrasted with the darkness.  And God is contrasted with Money.


Contrasts like this mean one thing:  You have to choose.  You can not have both – because the gap between them is too large.


A.  You can not serve two Masters.


The words here are important.  It is not, for example, waitress and diner. For a waitress can serve several tables at one time.  It is not Doctor and patient, for Doctors always seem to have someone in room 1 and someone in room 2.


But a servant can only have one master.  Their task is to obey.  If there are two orders, the servant does not know who to obey.


So in your life there is a choice.  You can serve Money.  You can serve God.  You can not serve both.


Now you can serve God with your money. You can use your money according to the Lord’s teaching.  You can give your money to another for the love of God.  But you can not hold money in equal standing with God.


You can use God or religion to make money.  From the selling of animals by the temple in Jesus’ day, to the selling of books and “Jesus junk” in our day, We can make money with our Religion or with the name of God.  But that is using God to make money.


Either God is your master, or your money is your master.


B. Examples

The late comedian George Carlin had a funny piece about our stuff.  He said, “That is the whole meaning of life, trying to find a place to put your stuff.  That’s all your house is: a pile of stuff with a cover on it.  Everybody’s got their own pile of stuff.  When you leave your stuff you’ve got to lock it up.  You wouldn’t want somebody to come by and take your stuff.  They always take your good stuff.  That’s all your house is; a place to keep your stuff while you go out and get more stuff.”

Bob Dylan wrote this:

You may be an ambassador to England or France,
You may like to gamble, you might like to dance,
You may be the heavyweight champion of the world,
You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed

You're gonna have to serve somebody,

Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord

But you're gonna have to serve somebody

Consider this from Ecclesiastes 2:24-26 
    There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God, [25] for apart from him who can eat or who can have enjoyment? [26] For to the one who pleases him God has given wisdom and knowledge and joy, but to the sinner he has given the business of gathering and collecting, only to give to one who pleases God. This also is vanity and a striving after wind. 

   
One person receives wisdom, knowledge and Joy.  The other only gets some stuff that he does not get to keep.  Sooner or later he leaves it behind. 
 
Jesus said:   Where your treasure is, there your  heart will be also.
