Do not Judge
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No one has asked me why I have called this series the Wisdom of Jesus.  I could have called it the Law of Jesus – in that like Moses and the 10 Commandments, this teaching was delivered on a Mountain.  I could have called it the Spirituality of Jesus – which is a nice catch all phrase.


I chose Wisdom on purpose.  First, because this sermon captures a great deal of what Jesus called his followers to be.  And Wisdom is knowledge applied to life.  If you only know it in your head, it is only information if this knowledge guides your way of life, then it has become wisdom.


Second, I call this the Wisdom of Jesus, because Jesus teaches here like a Sage.  The Sages, including Solomon, wrote in a particular way.  Their proverbs are not proofs or laws, they are observations and insights intended to guide us by stimulating our thinking.  Wisdom teachers crafted their words to make them sometimes beautiful, sometimes startling, but always instructive.


Let me show you a working outline.  I don’t usually show this sort of thing in a sermon, but I am making an exception here to prove a point.  I believe that Jesus teaching in these verses start and end with proverbial sayings.  


Judge not,



That you not be judged.


Do not give dogs what is holy



And do not throw your pearls before swine.


You will struggle with these if you conceive of them as commands.  For clearly there are times when we need to make judgments.  Jesus called for several judgments in this very sermon.  Doesn’t he use the judgmental word “hypocrite” in verse 5? Judgment is necessary to decide who are the dogs and the swine in verse 6!

Proverbs are neither laws nor guarantees.  Not every fool comes to ruin and not every hard worker prospers – but usually they do.  Proverbs are rules of thumb.  They are catch phrases.  They are memorable.

Proverbs are not philosophical constructs.  Don’t try to disprove them by finding an exception.  They are rather ways to help us make good choices.  “A stitch in time saves nine”.  Maybe it will only save 8 in your case, but that is nitpicking.


I believe that Verse 1 is tied to verse 6.  They create a balanced statement on judgment. Verse 2 is related to verse 5 and they both say that the standard for others is the same as that for ourselves.  Verses 3 and 4 are in the center, and call us to act by starting with our own sins before trying to improve others.   

So I have taken this outline and constructed the three points of Jesus teaching:


I. Denounce? No.  Discern? Yes.


II. Look in the Mirror.


III. Start with yourself. 

I.  Denounce? No.  Discern? Yes.   v. 1,6


Verse 1:  One way I know that verse 1 is a proverb is that it is one of the most frequently quoted bible verses. In fact, it is often quoted by non-believers.  If they feel that some Christian has been to harsh in his judgments on sin, they turn and say, “Judge not, let you be judged.”  The verse is pointed, memorable and has an impact.


What does it mean?  


Is Jesus a member of that group which says, “You can not judge any person or action.  Everyone is just as right as you are.  You need to find truth in the other person’s truth.”


Is Jesus’ telling us that we should accept the teaching of any teacher?  If you read the bible you will see that Jesus was a controversialist.  Sometimes he argued with the teacher of his day.  Sometimes he denounced them.  He said things like: “They are white washed tombs.” And “Let the blind lead the blind...”  He told one man, “You do not understand the scriptures or the power of God.”

Are Judges to quit passing judgment?  Are juries to quit meeting together?  What about beauty contests, spelling bees and school grades?  What about referees and umpires in sports?


Are parents to let the kids run wild?  Are the police to watch criminals without interrupting?  That can not be what he means.


The word “Judge” indicates passing a judgment on a person.  We are not, according to Jesus, to pass judgment on other people.


There are several reasons for this.


God is the judge – so if you put your judgment where his should be, you are trying to push God from his rightful position.


God is the judge, because he is the only one qualified.  The thing is we can only judge by appearances.  You and I do not know the motives and the secrets of the heart.  God alone knows why people do what they do.


God is the judge because all of us have blind spots.  When you drive your care, and want to change lanes, you simply can not see all that is behind you in your mirror.  You have to look.  They tell you this in Driving School.  Likewise, you have blind spots about truth and justice.  You simple do not see or understand as you should.  So as an individual do not pass judgment on another.


Verse 6:  Verse six looks like a contradiction of verse 1.  Just consider four words: Dog, Holy, Pigs and Pearls.  Who are the dogs that destroy what is holy?  What is holy anyway?  Who are the pigs that trample the pearls into the mud?  What are these pearls?  Already we have four “judgments” taking place!

But these sorts of judgments are different.  They do not involve the act of condemnation. This is not judgment but discernment.
· Judgment is about giving a lasting condemnation.

· Discernment is about seeing things as they are.


Jesus is teaching us to say no to Judgment as denunciation, but yes to judgment as discernment.  Dogs represent people who automatically attack what is holy.  So there are times when we withhold speaking to people who are hardened scoffers who will only rip and destroy what is precious.  

Pigs represent those who despise the truth.  Elsewhere Jesus called the gospel the pearl of great price.  Sometimes people are so hardened and hostile to the Gospel itself, that we have to refrain from sharing it, at least for a time.  Jesus did this when we went from clear teaching to teach in parables.
II.  Look in the Mirror  v. 2,5


Verse 2 This verse is very similar to  the Lord’s Prayer.  “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.”  We have seen that we do not earn forgiving by forgiving.  We are either within grace or outside of grace.  If we have received grace, then we are called to share the grace we receive with others.  If we do not share grace with others, it is a measure that we have not really received grace.

The same holds true in verse 2.  If we live by passing judgment, then we can not expect to escape judgment.  The measure we use for judgment will be used on us.  So the question for us is by what do we measure other people?


Passing judgment is a very human activity.  We as Christians are human, so we are just as prone to it as anyone else.  Let’s explore a couple of examples:


Appearance:  Oh how we pass judgment on how people look.  Maybe you don’t like someone for their hair or for the cut of their clothes.  For such a think you say that they are old fashioned or frivolous.  Will you want to be measured by your appearance?  What if you have a bad hair day and your friends decide to reject you because of it?  How will you like that?


Rules:  We sometimes measure another by how they live up to our list of rules.  Maybe they keep most of them but fall short in one.  What of a fellow believer who has the habit of taking a smoke.  Will you judge him as not a Christian for that?


This way of looking at others is to measure them by keeping the rules – either fashion rules or religious rules?  Do you wish to be judged by these rules yourself?  Wouldn’t you rather be judged by Grace?  I would.


Verse 5: 



Judging others in this fashion is hypocrisy.  Hypocrisy is playing at being someone we are not.  It is like an actor in the movie taking on clothes, an accent, even a way of walking to portray a character.  We honor those actors who can do this well.  But in our own lives, such pretending is not a good thing.  It is a form of lying to others and to our selves.


By Hypocrisy we pretend that we are pure and wise and good, and from this height we can pass judgment on others, who fall short.   However, the truth is that we also fall short.  And if we pretend we are good when we are just as capable of bad actions as anyone else. Really, we are worse.  For in addition to whatever short comings we have, we have added hypocrisy.


The place to start is not with others.  It is with ourselves.  Here again we have a problem.  We can not be objective judges.  If in court a Judge sees that she is taking a case that involves a friend, she has to recluse herself – she has to let someone else handle the case.  So what do you think for a judge that handles her own case?  Certainly she can not be objective.  Every fault will have an explanation and every shortcoming will have a defense.


Day by day we are before a gracious God who by his Holy Spirit and the Word of God is remaking us into the image of Jesus.  We are not self-repairers.  The Gospel is not a self-help program.  It is a God help me program.


So what we need to do is to be open before the Lord and allow him to conduct his inspection and issue his prescriptions.  If we refuse this, then the sin in our life will blind us – like Jesus description of a man with a plank sticking out of his eye.  You realize that this is an example of “dramatic overstatement.”  For most of us, a speck or an eyelash will make us as good as blind until it is removed.  No the plank or speck has to be removed and only then can we see.

The eyes of the de-planked Christian will be gracious .  We will say, “I have been saved, healed, forgiven and restored. We will look at others from that Grace standpoint.”

III. Start with Yourself

Verses 3 and 4 call us to start with ourselves in the matter of judgment.  Before you point a finger of accusation, consider your own faults.  Sometimes we accuse others to divert attention from our own faults.  We think, “If they laugh at that guy, they will leave me alone.”  


That is the opposite of how it should be.  We have to start with ourselves.  Only when you and I have come before the Lord and confessed out needs and our shortcomings are we in a position to help anyone.  And then it will be as one sinner leading another sinner to grace; one beggar leading another beggar to the free meal; one straggler leading another straggler to the water.


Let me give you three examples of godly men who repented before God of the sins of their nation.  In every case they spoke to God, not of what “They” did but what “We” did.  It is not a problem with him or her, but with me.


Isaiah was brought in a vision to the throne of God, and before the majesty and holiness of God, he cried out:

“Woe is me!  I am ruined.  For I am a man of unclean lips and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.”


   Isaiah confessed his own sin before the Holy, Holy Holiness of God.  He saw the plank in his own eye.


Ezra the priest who was the leader of the first wave of those who returned to Israel from Exile, when he discovered that his people were abandoning their faith by intermarrying with unbelievers prayed in this way”


Ezra 9:6-7  "O my God, I am ashamed and blush to lift my face to you, my God, for our iniquities have risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens. [7] From the days of our fathers to this day we have been in great guilt. And for our iniquities we, our kings, and our priests have been given into the hand of the kings of the lands, to the sword, to captivity, to plundering, and to utter shame, as it is today.” 


Ezra confessed his own sins – he saw the plank in his own eye.


Nehemiah the rebuilder of the Walls of Jerusalem called out to God for mercy as well.  Neh. 1:5-7 

      "O LORD God of heaven, the great and awesome God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, [6] let your ear be attentive and your eyes open, to hear the prayer of your servant that I now pray before you day and night for the people of Israel your servants, confessing the sins of the people of Israel, which we have sinned against you. Even I and my father's house have sinned. [7] We have acted very corruptly against you and have not kept the commandments, the statutes, and the rules that you commanded your servant Moses.”

Nehemiah confessed his own sins – he saw the plank in his own eye.
Here is Jesus teaching on Judgment:

· Do not Denounce, but do Discern.

· Look in the Mirror of God’s truth

· Start with yourself.
(Outline from Point 1)

Matthew 7:1-6   ESV

A   Judge not, 
      that you be not judged. 






 

B 
For with the judgment you pronounce 

you will be judged, 

and with the measure you use 

it will be measured to you. 





 

C 


Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, 



but do not notice the log that is in your own eye? 
C’ 


Or how can you say to your brother, 



  'Let me take the speck out of your eye,' 



when there is the log in your own eye? 
B’ 
You hypocrite, 

first take the log out of your own eye, 

and then you will see clearly 

to take the speck out of your brother's eye. 


 

A’  "Do not give dogs what is holy, 
      and do not throw your pearls before pigs, 

lest they trample them underfoot 

and turn to attack you. 





 
A – On Judgment/Discernment

B – Reciprocity

C – Seeing(speck) / Self Judgment 
