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Sometimes people complain.  They say that they do not get an answer to their prayer.  There is a famous story about this.


A man climbed onto his roof during a very bad flood.  He cried out, “O Lord save me.”  And then he waited for God to save him.


A little while later a man in a canoe paddled by and offered him a ride.  He said “No, the Lord will save me.”  Next a man in a motor boat came by and offered him a ride to safety.  He said, “No the Lord is going to save me.”  A third time someone came by to help, this time it was a helicopter with a rope ladder.  The water was up onto the roof, but he waved the helicopter away.  “the Lord will save me”, he said.  


Well the house was covered and the man fell into the water and died.  When he got up to heaven he was angry. He asked an angel, “Why didn’t the Lord save me?”  The angel looked on his computer and said, “Well, it says here that a canoe a boat and a helicopter were sent, but you refused.”


Sometimes the problem is that we do not recognize the answer that God sends.  Today I want us to look first at Matthew 7 and then at Matthew 21.

(Read Matthew 7:7-12)

I.  Ask, Seek, Knock – Matthew 7:7, 8


Jesus gave a very strong promise.  He uses three strong words for asking God for what we need.  He then repeats them in the next verse.  So this is not just a simple saying, it is a double strong triple promise.

Ask and it will be given to you.

This verse means two things.  First of all, if we do not receive things that we need from God, it might be that we do not ask.  Do you think that the blessings of God happen automatically?  


Is it like those doors at the Grocery Store?  When you walk at them, you do not have to pull them open.  They open themselves.  Does God send his gifts automatically?


No, we need to ask.  There is a verse in the book of James that says, “You do not have what you want, because you do not ask.”  


In a later verse Jesus says that when we ask for good things, he does not give us bad things.  When a child asks for bread you do not give them a rock!   But the Child needed to ask.  


The second thing here is that if we do ask, we will receive.  This verse is a promise.  It is not a 50% percent promise.  It does not say, “If you ask, then there is a 50% chance that God will give you an answer.”  It is a 100% promise.


 Do you see a “Maybe” or a “most of the time” or a “probably” in this promise.  Does he say “Ask, and maybe you will receive”?  No.  He says, “Ask and it WILL be given to you.”


Seek and you shall find.

So when we ask for something from God we also need to look for it.  “Seek and you shall find.”


Suppose a friend says to you, “I lost my glasses!  I can’t see anything. I have asked God to help me.”  You say, “Good, can I help you look?”  And they say, “Look?  God will bring them to me!”


No, your friend needs to seek the answer that God sends.


When we pray for wisdom or guidance or for the safety of our children or for a new job, we still have to seek after those things.  If you pray for a job, then you can go look with confidence.  But you should not just wait around.


Praying involves an active search for the answer that God sends.  When Samuel was sent to choose the next King of Israel, he was lead to the house of Jesse.  He looked at each of Jesse’s sons, but none of them were the one God wanted.  So finally Samuel said, “Do you have another son?”  and they said, “Yes, the youngest son is with the sheep.”  That was the one.  Samuel had to Look for the answer that God sent.


Knock and the door will be opened.

This third part adds a little more to our understanding.  First we need to Ask.  Second we need to look.  Third we need to knock.


Suppose you have another friend.  He has been praying for a new job.  He heard about a place that was hiring workers.  He called and mad an appointment with the secretary.  Then he put on a good suit, combed his hair, and made sure his shoes were polished.  When he got to the company, they sent him to the office of the boss.  When he arrived, he saw a door.  It was a large heavy door.  It had the boss’s name on a brass sign.  He got this far and stopped.  “How can I get through this door?  What is on the other side?”  All of a sudden he got afraid and went home.


No, he needs to knock on the door in order to get it.


Jesus teaching here is that we need to Ask, Seek and Knock.  God will answer us when we pray.  We may not get the answer we want right away.  We might have to search for it.  We might have to open a few doors to get to it.  But the answer is there.


When you pray for something that is important – do you do this?  Pray and continue to pray and search and knock.  Do not give up, because God promises to give an answer.

II. The Triumphal Entry – Matthew 21:8-11


Today we celebrate the day that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey.  This is a happy story, because Jesus was received by many people with shouts of joy.  It is also a sad story, because the people he came to save did not receive him as a gift from God.  He was the answer to their prayers, but they did not receive him:


Let’s read from Matthew 21:8-11

   A very large crowd spread their cloaks   on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road.   The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 



“Hosanna  to the Son of David!”   



“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”   



“Hosanna  in the highest!”   

  When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 

 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet   from Nazareth in Galilee.”

On Sunday many people received Jesus with Joy.  They waved palm branches that they had cut from the trees.  They even laid down their coats and palm branches so the donkey Jesus road upon would not walk on the ground. 


Yet, on Thursday of that week, Jesus was arrested.  Judas betrayed Jesus to his enemies for some money.  They took him back and forth through the night to the Priest, the Governor and the King.  IN the end they declared him guilty and had him killed.  On Friday he died.


Sunday he was a hero and Friday he was betrayed, beaten and buried.


How could this happen?


There is another danger in prayer.  We can pray, and then not accept the answer that God gives us.


When the people shouted with their palm branches they said, “Hosanna”.  The word hosanna comes from the Hebrew language.  It means “Save us”.  the people were calling for God to save them.


For many years the people of Israel had been praying for God to save their nation.  When Jesus was a baby brought to the temple to be dedicated to god, he was met by Simeon and Anna.  These two old people spent many hours praying for God to bring salvation.  And they saw Jesus as a baby and believe in him.


When Jesus came to Jerusalem 30 years later as a man, these people had all been praying for God to save them.  They had been praying and looking for a Messiah.


When the answer came, they refused to accept God’s answer.


Even those who praised him on Palm Sunday, abandoned him by Good Friday.  Even Peter denied he believed in Jesus.


Are you are a person who prays to God for help?  Maybe you are very sick.  Maybe you feel guilty.  Maybe you are burdened about something you did in the past.   Maybe you want direction in your life.


God has sent the answer in Jesus.  He is the answer to what we seek.  His death is what makes life for us possible.  His blood is what pays for our guilt.  His teaching is what gives us direction.  His power can heal us of our diseases.


Will you accept Jesus as God’s answer to your prayers?  Our message is simple.  You need the gift of God.  Jesus is that Gift.  You can only receive him by Asking for God to forgive you and also asking Christ to be your Savior.  There is no better day than today to pray this prayer.

If you have never received Jesus as God’s answer, then you can by praying like this.

“O Lord,


I need your love and your mercy.  I need your power and direction.  Forgive me of all my wrong actions and attitudes.  I want to welcome Jesus as my savior.  Please let me into your salvation.


And the rest of us can also pray


Lord, I have not received your answers to my prayers because I have not even asked. If I have asked, I have not looked for your answer.  IF I looked, I have not knocked to go through the door that stands in the way.  Help me to Ask, to Seek and to Knock.


We pray all these things in Jesus name, amen.”
