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We return today to the Sermon on the Mount.  This is our next to last week of this series called The Wisdom of Jesus.


What we have seen so far is that this is Jesus teaching to his followers, not so much on how to gain eternal life, but how to live that eternal life in this life.  Eternal life begins here, not when we get to Heaven.  This teaching is about how we should live as Christ-followers.


The end of the sermon brings us to a decision.  Jesus had been followed by a great crowd, and he went up on a hill.  There the disciples come to him to hear his teaching.  Now, he calls them to decide and apply what he has said.


Choose the teaching of Jesus,


  to live life of Jesus.

Today you will hear about three specific choices.

I.   Choose your Path.  V.  13-14


Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter through it. 14But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it.

When I was young, we lived by the Puget Sound.  So I had a lot of experience with throwing rocks into the ocean.  I learned how to skip rocks, now to make big splashes with boulders and how to make a minimal splash.  If you throw a flat rock high into the air, and it lands just the right way it sounds like “sip” and makes almost no splash.


There is no way that you can have Jesus enter your life, with such a little “sip” sound.  Jesus enters your life with a “SPLASH.”  


 In the same way, Jesus does not fit so easily into our assumptions that he can just slip quietly into our lives.  He does not enter unnoticed;  He does not come without making a big SPLASH.  


We live in a culture that says of all things are goof. In the realm of the spiritual, that there are no hard edges.  We say that all people who are sincere and who seek for truth are by the very process, on the right path. We say that there are many paths and ways one can take in life.  Love means to accept and encourage even those taking another path.


Jesus lands on that smooth little pond with a SPLASH.  For Jesus says that there are actually two paths with two doors.  They are not equally good, and you do have to choose.


There is a broad, easy path.  This path goes through a large door.  The door is so wide; you hardly know it is there.  There is a wide road leading to and through the door.  And whenever you look at the path, there are always many people on the path.

There is a narrow and hard path.  The path goes through a narrow door.  You have to bow down a bit, and if you are carrying baggage, you will need to put it down, or you won’t get through.  This path has some travelers on it, but not like the other one.


The broad easy path leads to death.  The narrow and hard path leads to life.


In saying this, Jesus is drawing on the teaching of the bible.  In Deuteronomy, Moses said to the people that there was the choice of life and death:  That they should choose life.  That the path of life was straight, and they should not turn aside form god’s way.


In Proverbs, which we will begin to study in two weeks, it says very often that we should stay on the path of wisdom and turn neither to the right nor to the left.


In Psalm 1, the blessed one is the man who does not walk in the path of the ungodly, but he walks in the path that he discerns from hearing the word of God.


Jesus is here speaking in the tradition of the Sages.  We should not take from this that there were only be a scraggly few who follow this path?  No, because the book of Revelation speaks of a huge throng in eternity.  Jesus is using vivid language to show that the life of Christ involves a choice to take a certain path.  It is not the path of the crowd, but a path that you need to choose to make.


The difficulty of the path is illustrated in the Sermon on the Mount by such verses as:  “Bless are the poor in spirit…blessed are those who hunger and thirst…blessed are you when men persecute you for my sake…your righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and the Pharisees…I say to you live your enemies…pray in secret so that your Heavenly father will reward you…”  These are just a sample of what we have been studying. It is clear that his is a path that is worth taking, but also that it is a path that requires humility and faith.

II. Choose your Teachers.  V. 15-20
 
15"Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ferocious wolves. 

The teachers of God’s people have always been compared to shepherds.  Shepherd and Pastor is the same word.  These are the people who care for and defend the flock.  With real sheep, the shepherd makes sure the sheep are fed and watered, that their wounds are tended, and that they are protected from their enemies.


David was a shepherd, and he told of having to fight wolves and bears to defend his sheep.


Pastors are supposed to teach the church the word of God.  If we engage in riding our own hobby horses, of if we cast doubt on God’s word, or if we only entertain but do not teach, then we are bad pastors.  Our task is to feed the church on the word of God, to defend the church from false teachers and they tend to the needs of people.

You need to watch.  Sometimes there is a very clever wolf; he comes wearing sheep’s clothing.  Back in the American West, the native hunters learned to wear a buffalo hide so they could get close enough to the herd to shoot and kill a buffalo for food.  That is very clever, and illustrates what Jesus means.  IF you have a buffalo hunter, it is a good thing.  If you are a buffalo, you should have mixed feelings about this.


There are and have been teachers who seem to be godly.  They may wear the clothing of a title, such as pastor or bishop.  Maybe they wear the credential of an ordination or a degree from a good school.  They may affect a friendly demeanor.  They may seem to be very devoted or very spiritual.  However, beneath the surface, they are hungry wolves.


You need to watch out for them.


There is a prolific author, who was a bishop in his church.  He writes as an educated and contemporary leader.  This author however has denied the following things:  He denies that the Bible is true or unique as the word of God.  He denies that Jesus was any more than a good teacher.  He denies that there is such a thing as a personal almighty God.  He says that in the 21st century, the church had better get up to date, or they will loose their place in the world.


However, this author is a wolf, for he denies the very faith he says he defends.  Do not let him be your shepherd.


There is a well known radio talk show host; His talent is on loan from god.  He says that he supports traditional values, but listen closely and you do not hear anything of what the scripture teaches, only what a certain slice of the political spectrum teaches.  Do not let him be your shepherd.


There is no end to the false teachings that we face:  The health and prosperity gospel; the “name it and claim it” gospel; the Marxism wrapped in Jesus words gospel; the idea that god is as confused as us; the idea that we have to package the gospel to suit the tastes of our culture; the easy believism that says there is not call from God to holiness.  I could go on.  We need to keep watch.

Jesus gives us a test:  Twice he says, “You will recognize them by their fruits.”


16By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. 18A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.


This indicates two things:


1.  A teacher can not be exempt from the call to a Godly life.  A teacher that says the right things, but who lives a life of intentional and persistent disobedience is a false teacher.  I do not mean that any pastor is perfect!  I have not met one yet.  I mean that when a Christian leader sounds good, but lives a life that contradicts the gospel, you have reason not to listen.


2.  The teaching will bear fruit.  What is the fruit of a certain teaching in the lives of the followers?  For we do become like what we believe over time.  Does the social gospel make the people more just and compassionate? Or merely more political and angry?   Does the prosperity gospel make us more like Christ, or more like Hollywood stars?


You do not get grapes from thorn bushes and you do not get figs from thistles.  You get grapes from grape vines and figs from fig trees.  So you know that no good fruit can from a false or corrupted tree.


Do not let this become your teaching.  But listen carefully to the Scriptures, the Word of God.

III. Choose your Answer.  V. 21-23

 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'

Now here is a case where Jesus gives us two sides of the coin. On the one hand, we should expect that the fruit will give evidence of the tree or vine.  The lives of the teachers and the followers of a teaching will show the whether that is good or bad.


However, we can not be fooled by the fruit either.


Jesus says that in the Day of Judgment people will claim a reward and a place in Heaven because of their religious actions.  They will say, “Did we not prophesy, did we not exorcize evil, did we not do signs and wonders.”


That would be pretty persuasive stuff.  If you went to a church were they healed the sick, cast out evil and spoke the word of God, would you not be convinced?


Yet there is something missing.


The Lord will say to them, “I never knew you.”


It is possible to make counterfeit signs and wonders.  When Moses turned a stick into a snake and water into blood, so could the magicians in Egypt.  You can not trust signs alone.


The crucial question is this: Do you know the Lord?


We recently went to a workship for teachers over at Door Creek Church.  Jerry shared this with the adult class last Sunday.  But I want to share one part of the teaching with you today.  The point that they made is that in the Church, we must always remind people that we are not about religion, we are about a saving relationship with God through Jesus Christ..  One of the tools for discerning this is the following question:


“If you stood before Jesus and he asked you, ‘Why should I let you into my heaven?’ what would you say?


If your answer is: “Look at what I did.” You have given the wrong answer.

The only answer that works is to say, “I accepted Jesus as my savior.  I can claim no goodness that would qualify me for heave, but My Lord was perfectly good, and his death paid for my sins.”


So let me lay these choices before you in reverse order:

I. What is your answer to the question? “Why should I let you into heaven?”  


Is it that you have received and thus know Jesus as Savior?

II. Who is your teacher?


Is it Jesus, and his under-shepherds? Or have you started to follow others?  Beware of wolves in sheep’s clothing.
III. What road have you taken?


Are you taking what is easy, wide and popular? Or have you taken the narrow path of repentance from sin and Faith in Jesus Christ?

