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We have had about 4 months to break down and study the Sermon on the Mount, which constitutes a great summary of the Wisdom of Jesus.  We come now to the final 6 verses of our text. 

 Jesus' main point at the end of the sermon, is that his words will do you no good, if you do not listen to them.  He did not mean that you listen to them and then ignore them.  He meant to listen and keep, hold on to, live by, believe, meditate upon, follow and do what he taught.

Today is your open book final examination.  I hope you bring your own bible to church.  We have the power point that helps you follow the sermon, but you also need to look in your bible and see that what I say is in the book.  You should also find in your bulletin a sheet that contains a summary of what we have studied.  This summary breaks the sermon down into 7 sections, with a title, a key verse, a summary and an application.

So pay attention, we have a little work to do together.

First, lets read today's text.  7:24-29
I.  Two Houses


This is a familiar story.  The president recently quoted this in the context of the nations economy.  But I want us to see it in the context of Jesus teaching.


There are two houses, two builders, two methods and two results.  The house built by the wise man was built upon the rock.  This house represents in Jesus teaching, our lives and what they are built upon.  The house built on a rock is the life that is built upon the Wisdom of Jesus.  This house, because it is skillfully founded upon a solid foundation, is able to withstand the winds and the rain that beat against it.

This is why a house builder builds the foundation first.  If the house was placed on the dirt, or on the sand that would be foolish.  A house without a solid foundation would crumble and fall in the face of wind and rain.

So it is that a life that is built on any insecure foundation, will not withstand troubles.  The winid and the rain and the flooding in Jesus' story are the stresses we face in life.

So what do you do when you loose your job, when you face bad health, when you encounter a great sadness, when your friends drop you, when your plans fall apart?

So Jesus point is very clear.  If you want to live a life that is secure, then take his teaching and listen to it.  And the teaching that he means is what he has just presented to his followers.  

If you want to be wise, you will build your lives upon the sound rock which is Jesus teaching.  If you want to endure, don't just nod your head, don't compliment me on a sermon well delivered, but instead, listen and do what Jesus taught in the Sermon on the Mount.
 II.  Review.  So to help you do that, I want you to open your bible to Matthew 5.  If you forgot your bible, take one from the pew rack in front of you.  And before we are done today, I would like for each of you to mark on the outline, or mark in your bible, the particular word that Jesus wants you to follow.  It is hardly possible that you could come to this sermon with open ears and not find at least one application that you need to make.  There is not way that you could hear all that Jesus had to say, and not have one word of Jesus that you need to keep.

The Way of Blessing – Jesus started his message with the Beatitudes.  These eight sayings are not stages on the way, they are not there to describe different kinds of Chrisitans, but they are a description of the life that God blesses.  Each of these eight qualities is a topic in itself. But we consider the first beatitude the gateway to the rest of them.  The first beatitude is also the gateway to the Christ Following Life.


For this reason the key verse is Matthew 5:3, the first beatitude.  “Blessed are the poor 
in spirit.”

How does anyone come to Salvation itself?  Jesus went around and preached this message, “Repent and Believe.”  Repentance is the admission that we have been in error.  Repentance is a change of mind and a change of direction in life.  It is turning back toward God who is callinig us and admitting we need him.  Without this turninig around, there is not Salvation, for without it we do not turn from self trust to trustign in Jesus.


But that is not the end of it.  How does anyone walk in the teaching of Christ?  It takes being poor in spirit.  The 12 Steps of AA begins with just such an admission.  “we admit that we are powerless to change our lives.”

The way of wise living as Christians beginis with the admission that we do not know everything.  We admit that we need direction.  We admit that we need a Lord.

Have you made this admission?  Humility is the door way to the Life of Jesus.
