What am I to Think about Easter?
Romans 6:1-11

April 12, 2009


We were watching the evening news to catch the weather forecast.  There was Gary Cannalte talking about sunny weather for Easter Sunday.  Good, I thought, we can use some Sunshine on a Sunday.  Then I looked up from what I doing and saw a pink bunny rabbit was hopping up and down on his weather graphic.  Is this what Easter has come to?  Is it a Pink cartoon bunny holding a chocolate egg?


What am I to think about Easter?  What happened on a certain Sunday morning, some 2000 years ago has changed the world.  It had to do with the return to life of Jesus of Nazareth.  


What are we to think about Easter? It is about your life in Christ.  Paul tells us that four things happen to those who today believe in Jesus because Jesus was crucified and was buried and rose from the dead. (R)

I.  You Were Baptized with Him.  V. 1-4

The reason behind this passage is that Paul had been preaching about the overwhelming kindness and mercy of God.  God does not punish us as we deserve, but he gives grace to sinners!  So some people thought, since God is so generous, let’s do a lot of sinning, and then he can be even more generous.


The question is, “why should we try to live a new and better life, since God will forgive us of our sins?  The more sinning, the more forgiving.  Isn’t that right?”


What the scriptures say here is something else.  Easter changes everything.  Jesus death, burial and rising from the dead changes everything.  When we trust in Jesus, that death is our death.  That burial is our burial.  That rising from the dead is our rising from the dead.


Do you not know?


Like many people today, early Christians did not understand the things that they did.  Every Christian was baptized in those days.  In the early church, it seems most likely that they were baptized by bring put into the water completely.  It seems many of those who were baptized did not understand what it meant.


When a believing Christian is baptized in water, he or she is also baptized into the death of Jesus.


This is not some kind of Magic.  We should not think that the action of baptism with water is magical.  It does not save us.


When we believe, and we are baptized in water as a witness to our faith, we are joined to Jesus.  His baptism into death becomes our death.


It is not magic.  It is that when we believe in Jesus, God counts us as belonging to Jesus.  Up to the point of salvation, we belong to the human race.  We are born into the family of Adam.  Adam’s family is infected with sin and destined to die.  When we believe we are moved from belonging to Adam’s race, to belonging to Jesus family. 


Faith in Christ, which is marked by Baptism, transfers us to belonging to Jesus.


To Live a New Life.


We were baptized into Jesus Christ’s death.  What happened to Jesus after his death?  He was buried, but on the third Day, he rose again.


If Jesus remained dead, he would have simply been another tragedy.  The world is filled with tragedies.  But he also was brought back to Life. 


So what Paul is saying is that in Baptism we are tied by faith to Jesus death and to his New Life.


What this means is that we have died to our former lives.  We are not living a new life.


Why should we return to the life we used to live, when we can live a new life?  Why should we continue to live in sin, when Jesus has raised us to a New Life?  It makes no sense.

II.  You Were United to His Death.  V. 5

Verse 5 draws out this idea by saying that we are “united to Christ.”  This is an idea that we could pass over without noticing.  IF you did that you would be like a man who passes by a large diamond in the sand.  You do not know what you are missing.  If you stop and pick up the diamond, you will become rich.  If you stop to realize what it means to be united to Jesus, you will gain much in spiritual wealth.


Let me give you several examples:


When you are sports fan you are united to that team.  Maybe you wear a Cubs hat and t-shirt.  You are happy when they win and you are sad when they loose.  Your emotions and energy are tied to the Cubs.


When you are a citizen of the United States – then you are given rights and responsibilities.  You have the right to free speech, to a fair trial, to freedom of religion.  You are automatically enrolled in Social Security.  Your government is there to protect.  The police are there to protect you.  Your union with the United States gives you privileges.


When you are married, you are united in body and spirit to your spouse.  Scripture says that “the two become one.”  What happens to your spouse happens to you.  If she is happy your life is happier.  


When you believe in Christ, you are united to Him.  What Christ did becomes effective for you.  His death for sin is then a death that pays for your sins.  His goodness before God then becomes your goodness – God does not count your sins against you.  Jesus name is now power for prayer.  Most of all, Jesus Life brings life to you.


“If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection.”

To be United to his Life.


For us now this is still a struggle.  While we belong to the Family of Christ, we are still drawn down by our sins.  But Christ pulls us toward what is good.    


Yet, there will come a day when we will be complete free to live the life of Christ.  1 Cor. 15:51-52 

    Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 


When Christ achieves his final victory, we will be victorious as well because we are united with him.  His Win is our Gain!

III. You were Crucified with Him.  V. 6, 7

Here is a third way of speaking of the difference that the Resurrection of Jesus makes.  We were crucified with him, and by that we were freed from sin.


Crucified with Him. 


In Romans 7 Paul speaks of the turmoil of a believer who struggles with sin.  This is debated among Christians.  Are we to always be in a constant struggle with sin?  Should our lives always sound like this?   Romans 7:21-24 
    So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand. [22] For I delight in the law of God, in my inner being, [23] but I see in my members another law waging war against the law of my mind and making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. [24] Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 

Some Christians say that a real Christian will not have this struggle.  This is the description of a disobedient Christian who is morally weak.  Others say that this is our constant experience – that we will always be struggling sinners.  Which is true?  Are we delivered? Or are we stuck in the battle?


The next verse in Romans tells us that God has already done something to free us from this endless struggle.  Romans 7:25 
    Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

To be Set Free From Sin.

The power of sin is that we are guilty.  We can not escape our punishment.  All people everywhere are guilty.  There is no escape from guilt, because we can not become good enough to eliminate our burden of guilt.  The penalty for sin is death.  From the time of Adam and Eve to now the penalty for sin is death.  “Who can deliver us from this body of death?”


So Paul says that there is an answer.  We have already died!  By faith we are Crucified with Christ.   We died to the power of sin when Christ died for us.  His death is the penalty that we are obligated to pay.


In other words, Jesus death is our death, and there is no more penalty for sin.  The next verse is Romans 8:1 
    There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

So then we are free from the power of sin.  Sin no longer condemns us to death.  See how Paul concludes this thought?


“…anyone who has died has been freed from sin.”  Rom. 6:7


So far we have seen three answers to our question – What are we to think about Easter?    We were Baptized into Christ. We are United with Him.  We are Crucified with him.  And here is the fourth.
IV. You Died with Him.  V. 8-10

Are you thinking to yourself that we have already said this?  Yes we have, but we have not worked out all that is here.  So bear with me for one more thought about what was accomplished between Good Friday and Easter Sunday.


“If we died with Christ,


We believe that we will also live with him.”  V. 8


What is new here?  Simply this: Once you are dead, you can not die.  One nice thing for all those people who are buried in the Cemetery is that they will never have to die again.  They will not have another funeral.  They will not again have the sicknesses that lead to their death.  Whereas, we who are living still have to face death.

V. 9:  “For we know that since Christ was raised up from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him.”

In Jesus case, he died, was raised, and he can not die again.  It is even better for him, for he has been raised from the grave.  We believe that those who are dead still wait for the final resurrection.  The believers are alive with Christ, in spirit.  But they are not yet complete.


v. 10 “The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God.”

Jesus is raised up to the Father.  From there he no longer has to face the prospect of death.  He did that once.  He does not have to return to Planet Earth again to die for another group of sinners.  He did that once for all.  There is no death sentence in front of him.  For this reason, he lives freely for God.  

To Live with Him v.11

Do you remember our starting question?


What am I to think about Easter?

Now if you go home today and have an Easter egg hunt, I hope you have a great time.  I do not want to be the Grinch who stole Easter.  If you get some chocolate eggs or a chocolate bunny, I hope you enjoy it.  Go ahead and have a feast of ham or lamb or whatever is your custom.  I am not opposed to those things.  Just don’t settle for Easter being only those things.   Easter is the Day of Resurrection.  We celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus from the Dead.  


“Alleluia!  He is Risen!  He is Risen indeed!”

But we also celebrate more than that.


v. 11 “In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”


Today we celebrate Life.  Jesus is Alive!  Those who believe in him are also alive!  Do you believe?  If so, you are Alive.


No longer do you have to live a life enslaved to sin and death.  Because you were baptized into Christ and united with Him, crucified with him so that you died with him, now you can live in him.

Here is what we should think.  


As believers, know that we have been baptized with him, we were crucified with him, and in Christ we are free from death.  Know also that you are Alive to God, because of Easter.  Jesus died your death so you can have Eternal life, and so that you will begin to live his Life now.

If you are not now a believer, I encourage you to explore this message. And when you have understood it, receive it.  Call out to the Lord, who is alive and waiting for you, and ask for the gift of life.
