Do You Have Wisdom
Proverbs 1:1-7

May 3, 2009


We are starting a new Study in the book of Proverbs, chapter 1-9.  I call this study:  
Wisdom: Better than Money and Sweeter than honey.

You can see the picture on the screen.  There is Gold, something that men and women have loved for many centuries.  There is gold colored Honey, which is very sweet to eat.


The bible says that Wisdom is better than both.  It is worth more than Gold – even though we spend much more time trying to get money.  It is much sweeter than Honey.


Do You Have Wisdom?

Read Proverbs 1:1-7 in English and Lao 

I.  What is Wisdom?   1:1-4

The Book of Proverbs is filled with wisdom.  Many parts of the book were either written or collected by King Solomon – as it says in verse 1.  When we read the book carefully we see that there are other authors as well.  


This book is a collection of sayings that are meant to teach us Wisdom.


If you look at verse 2 it says that the first purpose of this book is that we can gain wisdom.  There are many words in these verses that describe what makes up wisdom:  Wisdom, discipline and understanding are in verse 2.  Discipline, prudence and doing what is right are in verse 3.  


Wisdom is like a bouquet of flowers.  You can name each flower – such as rose, daffodil and carnation.  Or you can say that together they are a bouquet.


Let me give you a definition of Wisdom:


Wisdom is knowing how to live well and please God in your daily life.

This has two parts:  First of all it is knowing how to live well.  We all need to learn how to be successful.  If you go to school, you are learning how to live well by learning how to read, write and develop skills.  


If you have a job, your employer might give you training.  I was just at a McDonalds and I overhead the boss teaching the employees how to make good coffee.  If you drive a truck or you give out medicine, you need training.

Proverbs offers to us many sayings on how to live well in daily living.  Sometimes these are funny - Proverbs 11:22 
    Like a gold ring in a pig's snout

        is a beautiful woman without discretion. 
Or they can be very serious - Proverbs 14:23 

    In all toil there is profit,

        but mere talk tends only to poverty. 

    The Second part of the definition is also important.  Wisdom is knowing how to please God in your daily life.


You have many different teachers to choose from.  Each teacher gives a different kind of Wisdom.  So it is important to decide who we want to listen to.


The books stores are filled with books on how to do things.  What do you think of this title?  

24 Simple and Easy Ways to Get Rich Quick. The book does not say anything about if these are good ways to get rich.  What if #21 was to rob a bank?

There are bumper stickers and billboards with so-called wisdom like this:


He who dies with the most toys wins.  Do you think that is true?  How can you win that way? Who can play with toys when he is dead?  Jesus said that we should store up treasure in Heaven.


The Wisdom that the book of Proverbs offers is how to live well AND how to please God.  This is a stronger wisdom than you fine in other place.  You may succeed in life, but die without God or without any hope.  You can get a lot of money, but not have the ability to enjoy it.  The Wisdom that God offers to you is that you can live well and please God.

II. Who needs Wisdom?  1:4-6


There are many kinds of people who need wisdom.


The Young – the book of Proverbs is written from a Father to his Son.  The idea is that the knowledge that the father has gained over time is something he can teach to his son.


So verse 4 says that this book of Proverbs is written for the young.  It is not just for boys, but it is for all young people.


I remember reading this proverb when I was in High School.   Like a lot of kids, I spent a lot of time talking about things that were not very important.  I also spent a lot of time criticizing other people.  Then I read this proverb:


Proverbs 10:11 

    The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life,

        but the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

The Lord used that saying to teach me that it is important that the words that come out of my mouth should give life to others.  I should say good things about others, and not gossip about them.  I should build people up and not tear them down.


Here is why this is important:  You can avoid a lot of pain and trouble if you listen to good advice.  When I was three, my mother saw a honeybee land on my shoulder.  She said to me, “David, do not do this.”  (Then she leaned her head sideways against her shoulder.  So what did I do?  I leaned my head against my shoulder so I could find out for myself.  And did I ever discover what a bee can do.  Ouch!


Young people can benefit from the mistakes of other people.


The Wise – It might surprise you, but older people also need wisdom.  Look at verse 5:


Let the wise listen and add to their learning.


So if you have had a lot of experience and education, you can still gain more wisdom.  


This is important because as you go through life, you will be doing different things. 


When I was 12, I was pretty good a riding bikes and going to school


When I was 21, I knew how to ride city busses and go the University.


When I was 31, I was driving in New York City – which is a crazy kind of 


driving, and I was a dad.


When I turned 51, I had kids who were smarter than me in lots of things: 


computers, cell phones, and math.


When I turn 71, I’ll have to learn other things, like how to enjoy retirement.


So you can not stop learning because your life is always moving and changing.  


Who needs Wisdom?  Everyone.

III. How do I get Wisdom?  V. 7


All the bible teachers agree that verse 7 is the main idea of the book of Proverbs.  It is the key that opens the door to wisdom.


Without the key you are locked out.  With the key you can get in.


Without the key you can not use wisdom.

 With the key you can open it up to use.


The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Knowledge,


But fools despise wisdom and discipline.


Some Keys have one side with teeth cut into them.  Others have two sides.  This is a key with two sides, one is negative and one is positive.


Negative:  You can not get wisdom if you despise it.  “Fools despise wisdom and discipline.”


Wisdom is not about how smart you are.  You can be smart and be a fool.  Even if you know something is harmful, you can choose to do it anyway.  
    
Some very smart people refuse to be instructed.  They have the idea that they know everything.  

Some people don’t like to work hard enough to get wisdom.  Verse 7 says that wisdom takes discipline.  If you want to learn how to play music or learn a new language it takes work.   That work is discipline.


Some people don’t want to be bothered by God.  It is the Fear of the Lord that is the beginning, and we know many people who do not want to believe in God, or do not want God to interfere in their lives.  Some people want to have fun, and God, they think, will take away their fun.


So if you despise wisdom you can not get it.


Positive:  the place to start is with “the fear of the Lord.”  This phrase is repeated several times in the bible.  So we need to be clear about what it means.


It is not to be afraid of God.  It means that we respect God because he is powerful and wise.  But it is not wisdom to live a life of fear.  Wisdom is in walking the path that God has given us.  


 The Fear of the Lord has two parts.  The first part is that we believe the Bible to be the word of God.  The second part is that we have an attitude of reverence, love and trust.

In other words, we fear God with our heads and with our hearts.

With our heads we learn and we agree with the Word of god. – before we can be instructed in God’s wisdom, we have to receive it.


With our hearts, we trust and love God, so that we will be willing to follow his words.


This does not happen all at once.

When you are very young, you might fear God because he can punish you.  Just like children sometimes only obey because they do not want to be punished.


As you get older, you learn to trust that God’s words are true and reliable.  So you learn to follow the Bible, even if other people do not agree with it.  


As you continue to get wiser, you desire to have the approval of God and his blessing in your life.  You are not afraid of punishment, but you are eager for the blessing of God.


Do you have Wisdom?


If the answer is NO, then you should listen carefully to the Word of God, and learn how to Trust in God who gave it to us.


If the answer is YES, then you should continue to listen, for there is more to learn.
