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Last week we started this series in Proverbs.  And we defined Wisdom as knowing how to live well and please God in your daily life.  Wisdom from all nations and all sources would share the first part of that definition.  Wisdom knows how to live well.  All the how-to books want to tell you how to live well.


 What is unique to Biblical Wisdom is that living well is tied to pleasing God.  In fact, the motto of the book says that Reverence is beginning of Wisdom.  We need to realize that a life without God will not qualify as “living well”.  


We turn to the first Lesson of a Father to his Son.  This is one of 10 that can be found in Proverbs 1-9.  Today’s lesson talks about where we should look for guidance.  And on this Mother’s day, we can report that the answer is clear:  Guidance begins at home with your father and your mother.  

Listen to what you learn at home;
Take care what you hear on the street.
I.  Listen to your Mother (and Father)!  V. 8, 9

8 Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction

and do not forsake your mother’s teaching. 
9 They will be a garland to grace your head

and a chain to adorn your neck. 

Academic scholars wonder if the book of proverbs represents the learning of a Wisdom School.  Other nations at that time had schools to train their bureaucrats, and teachings on practical wisdom were part of the education.


However, it is clear that the setting for much of Proverbs comes out of the home.  The first 9 chapters are in the form of a Father talking to his son.   But the only voice in evidence is not just the Father, but also the Mother.  And it is interesting, that in several places, the Woman Wisdom also calls out to the young to seek wisdom and make good choices.


The home was intended to be a place of learning.  Let remind you of this famous passage in Deuteronomy – It is called The Shema, for “shema” is Hebrew for “Listen.”

    "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [5] You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. [6] And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. [7] You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. [8] You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. [9] You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates. 






Deut. 6:4-9

So where does education happen?  It happens first of all at home.  Who is it that is to teach the children?  It is the parents, for it says, “You shall teach them to your children.”  When and where is this to happen?  It is to be a daily occurrence.  When you sit and when you walk and then you eat together.  The Home is the first school of Faith and of Wisdom.

We Honor Mothers, and Fathers, for the work they do.  It is most days a thankless task to be a parent.  It involves dealing with crying children.  One of the early lessons for parents is to learn what the “I’m hungry” cry is and what the “I am messy” cry is.   Parents pay for things for their kids, without thinking much about it.  Who would think of billing their kids for the work they do?  Parents also worry about their kids and their choices.


We should also honor Mothers and Fathers for the work they do in teaching.  Much of how you think and feel is learned from your parents.  Their life lessons are the ones you remember.  Your Mother’s voice and her instructions will always be in your head – when you need to wash up before dinner, when you decide to pick up your dirty clothes, and when you wonder about budging into the front of the line.


Proverbs 1:8, 9 is like much of Proverbs, in a parallel structure.  In the Bible, very often, phrases are placed next to each other to compliment or to contrast.  In our passage, we see that both Mothers and Fathers are involved in education.  And we are told that they give instruction and teaching.  The second term, “teaching” is interesting.  It is the Hebrew word “torah.”  The books of Moses are called “the Torah”, because that is the foundational teaching for both Jews and Christians.


So we can see that the Father and the Mother should not only concern themselves with teaching things like how to cook or how to play baseball.  Both parents are also involved in teaching the children to know and to apply the scriptures to life.


So Moms and Dads, here is your mandate:  Teach your children.


What is the benefit?  The passage refers to garlands and necklaces – not the most culturally appropriate image for the 21st century. So I looked for a couple of others.


Notice the young lady with the flowers – she looks happy. Notice the young man weaning a graduation cap and an honor cord – that is certainly like what this verse meant – for the cord is a mark of distinction for a good student.


There in the middle is a picture of a mother, who is allowing a child to teeth on her necklace – don’t worry, this is a product made for the purpose.  What this picture shows is that the relationship of parent to child has everything to do with the happiness of the young lady and the young man in this picture.


Now for the young people:  Notice the instruction here for you:


“Listen…do not forsake…”


It is un-cool to do what your parents say.  Do you want to know a secret?  It has always been un-cool to do what your parents say.  Do you think it was the 60’s that invented rebellions children who ran off to far away places to live wild?  Jesus talked about it – it is the sermon of the Prodigal son –who got tired of hid father, the work and the rules and decided to cash it all in for a fun time in the city.  How did that go for old Proddy?  He ended up in with the pigs, competing for food.  How cool was that.


Wisdom begins at home – so listen.

II.  “My friends are all doing it.”

There is another idea that is as old as the hills.  That is to think that your friends are really smart and cool and should be your guides into what is fun.  Do you think that is new?  No, this idea has also been around forever.  
10 My son, if sinners entice  you,





do not give in  to them. 


11 If they say, “Come along with us; 





let’s lie in wait   for someone’s blood, 





let’s waylay some harmless soul; 



12 let’s swallow   them alive, like the grave, 





and whole, like those who go down to the pit;   



13 we will get all sorts of valuable things 





and fill our houses with plunder; 



14 throw in your lot with us, 





and we will share a common purse   ”—

In any city, including Madison, there are Gangs.  The very idea of a gang is described here.  There is adventure (“come  with us…”), there is easy money (“we will get all sorts of valuable things.”), there is danger and violence (“lay in wait for someone’s blood…”) and there is the power of belonging.  Notice all the times they say “Let’s” which means “let us”, and notice the idea of sharing the money equally.


There are many who get caught up in this extreme example.  But there are all sorts of “Gangs” besides these criminal gangs.  What kinds of groups are there that offer adventure, and reward along with a sense of belonging?  


Or, just ask, “Who is cooler than your parents?”

St. Augustine confessed how as a young man he joined his friends in stealing fruit from a neighbor’s pear tree.  What fun it was, he said. What an adventure.  But, he also remembered, that the fruit wasn’t so good, and he felt guilty afterward.  Even so, it was the excitement of doing it that was so fun.  


For you it might be to try smoking or drinking to be cool.  We have rules about such things for a good purpose – it turns out that your brain does not develop the ability to say “No” until you are about 22 years old.  One expert said that if we could keep everyone under 22 from drinking, then hardly anyone would ever get addicted.


You might like to be in the “in” group and take great pleasure in keeping the outsiders out.  This can be done over sports, clothes, politics, or about anything else.  Mostly, it does not matter what it is, just that you can be “in.”  When you know the right lingo, the right clothes, you can avoid being someone un-cool, like a nerd or a geek.

Do you know that adults do this? It is called being a snob.  We call it being a racist or a class-ist.  We call it being a social climber or a career builder.

There are warnings out there, but they are ignored:  “Beware who you hurt on the way up, because you will meet them on the way down.”  You laugh, because it is funny, but you keep elbowing others aside, because that is a proverb for losers, and you are a winner.  Or so you think.

III.  Look before you Leap – v. 15-18


15 my son, do not go along with them,





do not set foot   on their paths;   



16 for their feet rush into sin,   





they are swift to shed blood.  



17 How useless to spread a net 





in full view of all the birds! 



18 These men lie in wait   for their own blood; 





they waylay only themselves!   

The Father sees what the son does not.  We don’t know how the father knows this.  Maybe he is sharing from his own experience, maybe he knows what happened to a friend who took the wrong path.

He advises the son to take in the bigger picture.  He says to him “Look before you leap!”  The reason you look before you leap is that you need to know what happens to you after you leap.  Will you fall in a pit?  Will you crash on the rocks?  Will you dive head first into shallow water?

The gang that entices the son offers adventure, money and camaraderie.  The father that is just bait for the trap.   These gang bangers who want to go out and kill and steal – they are going to eventually get caught in their own trap.


Think about it, if they are willing to kill and steal from strangers, why will they continue to treat you nice?  No, they lay a trap, but they catch themselves.


The Father illustrated his warning with a proverb about a bird.  Most commentators read it one way – that is if a bird sees you laying out a net, he will not get trapped by it.  However, one commentator found that hard to believe, because he thinks all birds are basically dumb.


I went to the Biology Library at the University to see what I could discover about bird intelligence.  It tunes out some birds are dumb.  The Dodo bird had no fear of humans, and was soon hunted to extinction.  However, I discovered some amazing indications that birds do have intelligence:

· The oldest human sport is probably Falconry, where these birds of pray are taught to hunt by their human trainers.

· Crows and parrots are as smart as dogs, and smarter than cats.  There are crows in Japan who walk out into traffic during a red light, drop nuts in front of stopped cars, walk back and wait for the cars to crush the hard shells for them while they wait on the sidewalk.
· A Raven learned how to pull up a long string using its beak and foot in order to retrieve a piece of good tied to the end.  Some crows use sticks to catch bugs in crevices.  One bird even was able to bend a hook in a wire to make a tool to retrieve food.

· House sparrows have learned how to open grocery store doors by flying in front of the electric eye. Once inside they feast.


So if birds can see the trap, why can’t you?  If birds are intelligent enough to think ahead, why don’t you also look ahead?  


When you are tempted to join a gang, or an in group, look at where they are headed.  What is the trap that they are ignoring?


In other words, “Take the long view.”


The father’s advice ends in verse 19.  This is the principle of all evil.  It seems to offer a quick and painless way to get what you want, but in the end, you are caught by the very trap you set for others.

19 Such is the end of all who go after ill-gotten gain;





it takes away the lives of those who get it.
