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One of the ways to read the book of Proverbs is to notice the characters.  We have already seen a few of them.  There is the fool, there is the simpleton, there is the Father who shares his wisdom with this son, and now we encounter a fascinating new character – Wisdom.


Several times in Proverbs 1-9 wisdom is personified – it becomes a she.  And she speaks on her own behalf.


As you the reader considers in your own life what road to choose, will you listen to Lady Wisdom?  Will you listen to the Father?  Or will you follow the way of a trio we find in today’s passage, the way of the simpleton, the mocker and the fool?
I.  Wisdom Calls – v. 20-21


The lesson the Father just got through delivering ended with a warning that only a fool would rush into a trap that even a bird could see.  I can imagine this conversation at home, at the kitchen table.  Dad has pulled his son aside for a quite conversation.


Then we encounter Wisdom.  She is not giving the son a quiet, fireside chat.  She is out where the people are, shouting over the noise of the city, trying to gain the attention of the people there.


R. v. 20-22


Wisdom is not standing in one place, she is moving about the city.  If you can imagine, this is an ancient walled city. There are numerous narrow streets.  These streets are filled with people walking here and there about their daily business.  Wisdom calls to them in the street.  She has to speak loudly, because everyone is busy with their own business.  When she gets to the open square that is used for a farmers market, she continues to speak.  There are more people, and the merchants are calling out to customers to buy their goods.  Here is a lady arguing with a fish monger over the price of some herring.  There is a man squeezing and sniffing pomegranates, saying that they are not really that good.  The fruit vender is saying that he has never had better.  


 And here is Wisdom, speaking even louder, insistently.  Then we get to the main gate of the city.  From the gate all the streets proceed in their haphazard way into the city.  And there by the gate, on wooden benches, the city fathers are meeting to talk about business and gossip, just like they do every day.  

What does all this mean?  I think there are several points for us to notice.

· Wisdom is not hidden in secret.  There have always been secret groups; the most famous are the Gnostics.  They did not advertise their message, but they kept in behind closed doors. Only when you joined and demonstrated loyalty did they share their mysteries.  But true Wisdom is open and available.  It does not discriminate.  

· Wisdom is not exclusively religious.  What I mean is that Wisdom did not go to the temple and the synagogue.  She is out in the streets.  She is where business is done and where people meet to talk and decide what goes on in the city.  Wisdom is not just for scholars and preachers; it is for plumbers and politicians, home builders and home makers.
Out Loud: In the Open

We can follow the Biblical story and find that the message God wants people to get is given out loud and in the open.  Let me give you some examples.


Jeremiah was told by God to go the steps of the temple and to speak to the people.  He was not inside the temple where the sacrifices and prayers happened, but on the steps to the temple.  He was to say this: Jeremiah 7:3-4 
    Thus says the Lord of hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in this place. [4] Do not trust in these deceptive words: 'This is the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord.' 
   The people thought that they would be safe in Jerusalem because the temple was there and God would protect the temple.  God said to them, "That is foolish." If they want God’s protection they should keep justice in their lives, and quit trying to cover it over with religion.  The people of Jerusalem rewarded Jeremiah by ignoring him, and even throwing him into a pit.


Jonah was told by God to preach to the pagan city of Nineveh.  He tried to run away, but that did not work.  Then we read what he did: Jonah 3:1-4 

    Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah the second time, saying, [2] "Arise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you." [3] So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city, three days' journey in breadth. [4] Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, "Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!" 
It took the prophet several days to walk thought this large city and stop here and there and shout out his message of warning.  Amazingly the people repented and were spared.

Jesus did not stay in one place.  But his practice was to go from village to village and city to city.  He spoke outside and inside.  He spoke to people in the precincts of the temple in Jerusalem, and he spoke to them on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  He preached in a synagogue and in a fishing boat.  Matthew 4:23-25 -  5:2 

 And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among the people. [24] So his fame spread throughout all Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, epileptics, and paralytics, and he healed them. [25] And great crowds followed him from Galilee and the Decapolis, and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from beyond the Jordan. 

    Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him.  [2] And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 


Beyond these human preachers, God bears witness to all people through nature and Conscience.


Nature:  Paul explains to us in the book of Romans that God’s existence is told to the entire world through the realm of nature.  Sadly, the world does not listen:
    For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth. [19] For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. [20] For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.   Romans 1:18-21


Conscience:  Later Paul talks about how everyone has a conscience that guides them in moral choices.  This Conscience is powerful but inexact:
Romans 2:12-16 

    For all who have sinned without the law will also perish without the law, and all who have sinned under the law will be judged by the law. [13] For it is not the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law who will be justified. [14] For when Gentiles, who do not have the law, by nature do what the law requires, they are a law to themselves, even though they do not have the law. [15] They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even excuse them   [16] on that day when, according to my gospel, God judges the secrets of men by Christ Jesus. 


So we see that Wisdom is just one of God’s witnesses in the world.  All of which proclaim truth out loud and in the open.


So God has also poured his people out, like salt from a salt shaker, all over the world.  We also are preachers of the word, each in our own way.  Sometimes we preach with our lives, and sometimes with our words.

II. Wisdom’s Message – v. 22-31


Are you curious what all this shouting is about?  What is the content of Wisdom’s message?  It comes in three parts.

A.  Time is Wasting – v. 22, 23

She is walking up to the foolish young and to the hardened fools and saying to them, “How long are you going to ignore me?”   How long will the simpletons continue in their nonsense.  How long will the mockers amuse themselves by mockery and how long will the hardened fools despise truth.


She is saying to them, “you think you have time, but time is running out for you.  I have been offering you something better and something beautiful, and you have trampled it underfoot.  Pay attention, time is wasting and you are almost out of time.


There are three classes of fools here.  Simpletons are the young and dumb.  They are like country bumpkins in the city or city slickers out on the range.  They are foolish, but there is still hope for them.


The mockers have learned how to protect their way of living by casting insults at the truth, and the servants of the truth.  It is very difficult to follow the scientific method to a good discovery.  It is hard to produce a memorable piece of literature.  It is hard to establish good laws.  However, any idiot can mock what others do.  Just like the thousands of couch potatoes who are convinced they are better quarterbacks than the ones on the field.  

The fools are thick skulled.  They have decided on their own version of reality and are simply uninterested in truth.   They say, “I know what I think, don’t bother me with the truth.”
B.  Rejection – v. 24-27


This is a very disturbing turn in Wisdom’s speech.  She says that since they have rejected her, she has rejected them.  They refused her teaching and her appeals to return.  There came a time for them when it was simply too late.


So when the trouble comes, and they decide that they want to get wisdom after all, it will be too late.  Since they rejected her when she was available, she has become unavailable to them, once they become desperate.

C.  Too Late – v. 28-31


It is too late to get gas, once you have run out of gas on a country road.  It is too late to practice your fire escape route once the fire has started.  It is too late to learn how to swim once the boat has overturned.  And it is too late to seek wisdom once you have been overwhelmed with the consequences of your rejection.


This is why the bible says things like:  “Today when you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts…”, and “Today is the day of Salvation.” And “He who hesitates is lost.”


You notice that at verse 28 Wisdom quits talking to the simpletons and the fools, and she turns to talk to us.  She turns from talking to them to talking to us.  She says, “Then they will call…they will eat the fruit of their ways…”

Why does Wisdom turn to us?  Because, it is not too late for us.

III. The time is now!  V. 32.33


Let’s take a look at these verses:

32 For the waywardness of the simple will kill them,

and the complacency of fools will destroy them; u
33 but whoever listens to me will live in safety v
and be at ease, without fear of harm.”

Wisdom is talking quietly now, because you are an audience that is listening.  She is reminding you of what you already know.  


If you choose the path of stupidity, you will create trouble for yourself.  If you treat matters of truth with indifference, then the harsh truths of life will land upon you.


But if you listen to Wisdom, she promises several things.  She promises safety, ease and a lack of fear.

What will you choose?


Have you been delaying obedience to God’s command for some further date when it will be more convenient?  You do not know for sure that you will be alive and able when that future date comes.  You do have today.  You do have this moment to say yes.


Have you been leaving your faith here in church every week when you leave?  It is a comfort on Sunday, but an annoyance on Monday.  Notice that Wisdom is out there in the Monday to Friday world.  She is not confined to Sunday, but is also active on Saturday.
