Two Paths
Proverbs 2

May 24, 2009


“Wisdom will save you.”  That is what it says in Proverbs 2, our text today.

 Out text today is Proverbs 2.  This chapter is one sentence in the Hebrew.  There are 22 verses.  
· The first 11 verses show the urgency of energetically gathering God’s words of wisdom.  
· The second 11 verses show their necessity protecting you from liars and smooth talkers.

I.  Collect Avidly v. 1-5


People collect all sorts of things: Stamps, coins, cars, clothes, movies, books, rocks, flowers, bird sightings, historic fruit seeds, hand tools, old computers.  You can find collectors from A to Z, from Art to Zippers.


We had a neighbor once who collected glass slippers and shoes.  I wonder if she wanted to be Cinderella.  All around her living and dining room was a shelf that contained glass shoes of every style and color.  It made me worry that I would break one, so I kept my hands in my pockets.


Wisdom calls us to be avid collectors.  We are to collect words, understanding, wisdom, and knowledge.  Take a look at Proverbs 2:1-4.  You will see many words here for information.  You will also see that I have underlined about 8 words in the text that tell us to seek, pursue and treasure Wisdom.

1 My son, if you accept my words

and store up my commands within you,

2 turning your ear to wisdom

and applying your heart to understanding,

3 and if you call out for insight

and cry aloud for understanding,

4 and if you look for it as for silver

and search for it as for hidden treasure,


Look at these words.  When we hear the word of god, we should accept them and store them up in our minds.  Awana does a good job of encouraging scripture memory.  But that is the beginning, not the end.

We need to tune our ears and apply our hearts to God’s words.  Tuning our ears means to tune out some other voices, it also means that we have to orient our minds to accept the Word of God.  So when the Scriptures say something that sounds odd to you: Don’t dismiss it. Think about it – tune your hear to hear what it says.  

We need to call out and cry aloud for understanding.  This is like the hpromise in James 1:5:  “If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God who gives generously and without reproach.”  There are some thing that are very easy to understand: God is Love.  There are things  that are very hard to understand:  How can God who loves us, tolerate war or send someone to Hell?  Rather than throw up your hands at a hard question, cry out to God for understanding, keep reading and give time for the Lord to answer.


We need to treasure God’s word the same way most people treasure money or how they dream of winning the jackpot.

Proverbs 2 promises us something.  If we seek Wisdom avidly, we will receive it.  God is not trying to frustrate us, but he does not give out his words willy-nilly.  It is when we apply ourselves to the search that we receive what he has to give.  That is a promise.


Now there are two expressions in verse 5.  These are the goals of our search, and their meaning colors everything else.

5 then you will understand the fear of the LORD

and find the knowledge of God.

Our search is not for information alone.  This is why merely memorizing verses, listing to sermons on the radio, internet or at church, attending conferences and all the rest is not enough.

We will understand “the fear of the Lord.”  This is an important phrase in all of the Wisdom Books.   It is the theme of Proverbs – “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.” ( 1:7)  This was the goal of Job’s questions – “the fear of the lord, that is wisdom, and to shun evil, that is understanding.” (28:28) It is the conclusion of the search for meaning in Ecclesiastes --  “Now all has been heard; here is the conclusion of the matter; Fear God and keep his commandments, for this is the whole duty of man.” (12:14)


The Fear of the Lord means that we respect God, and keep his word. 


We will find “the Knowledge of God”.  In English we can know about something in a very impersonal way.  I can read a dictionary article about Solomon and say that I know about him.  But I do not know Solomon personally.


Spanish has one word for knowing information and another for knowing people.


The bible uses knowledge to mean both that we know information and that we know a person.  The Knowledge of God means that I know God through knowing about him, and by walking in obedience in his ways.


The cool thing here is that we are encouraged to pursue this because if we do, we will receive this knowledge, this reverence for God and this Knowledge of God.

II. Receive Abundantly – v. 6-11

6 For the LORD gives wisdom, 
  
and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.   

7 He holds victory in store for the upright, 

          he is a shield   to those whose walk is blameless,  

8 for he guards the course of the just 

         and protects the way of his faithful ones.  

9 Then you will understand what is right and just 

         and fair—every good path. 

10 For wisdom will enter your heart,  

         and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. 

11 Discretion will protect you, 

        and understanding will guard you.

These next verses go at length to say that God gives wisdom, knowledge and understanding.  It is saying that if you seek it, you WILL hit the wisdom jackpot.  You won’t come up empty.  Apply yourself to Wisdom and you will get it!


In face there are four words used to describe what you will learn: wisdom, knowledge and understanding are repeated 2 items and discretion once.  I have put those in bold print.  


There are also 4 words that describe something else.  They tell us something surprising. I have underlined these words.

When we apply ourselves to Wisdom we get two things.  We get knowledge and we get security.  The bold words describe the knowledge we receive.  The underlined words describe the security that is ours.


Wisdom will protect you.  Wisdom will guard you.  Wisdom will give you victory and wisdom will be a shield against your enemies.


Do you remember our friend the Simpleton?  Wisdom was calling to him to pay attention.  She would guide him into success and life, but if he followed his nose, he would end up in trouble and perhaps death.


We see this connection in many practical ways.  

· Before they let you drive, you have to learn how to drive. You take classes, read the rules of the road and pass a written and a driving test.  If you can not do that, you are a danger to yourself and others.

· When you buy a power tool, on the top of the box is the instruction book, and the first thing in that are the warnings.  Do not operate wile standing in water.  Do not operate without eye protection, ear protection and a healthy respect for fast moving blades.


Life itself needs an instruction manual.  There are lots of manuals out there for life, but the one you need to read is the manual from the manufacturer.  If you read the Skill saw manual and you are running a Grizzly saw, something bad is likely to happen.


God is our creator, and the word is the manual.  It keeps us safe by warning us against common errors and by showing how to make good choices.

III. Deliver us from Evil – v. 12-19

Verses 1-11 tell us the importance of a vigorous search for God’s wisdom.  Now the rest tell us the kinds of people we need to be delivered from.


You will see that these verses describe two characters.  There are the men of perverse speech, and there is the adulteress with her seductive words.


There is more to say about the seductress in chapters 5, 6 and 9, so we will confine ourselves today to the man of perverse speech.


Here is what to9 look for.  This kind of person has left the path of Wisdom – they are blazing their own trail through life.  They have chosen moral darkness over light.  They delight in doing wrong.  They are untrustworthy and their mouths are full of lies.


Now I want to take you to a more particular example.  Proverbs 1-9 is the introduction to the search for Wisdom.  It draws out what we need to do in general terms.  Chapters 10 through 31 fill in many details.  So we will go to a passage that proves some details.  Proverbs 14:9-14

I have laid out this text on the screen.  You see that the verses 9 and 14 have the idea that actions have consequences.  Verses 10 and 13 talk about what is on the heart.  Verses 11 and 12 have to do with life and death choices.

Look at verse 9 and 14.  The Fool says it is foolish to make amends for sin.  We live in a day when the very word “sin” makes people nervous and angry.  Try using the word “sin” and you will discover that you will be accused of being a small minded bigot.  They say, “Don’t take that guilt trip.”

Where is justice in this?  Doesn’t justice say that we have to make amends for what we have done wrong?  If the hospital overcharges by accident, it is only just to repay me.  But what if the hospital says, “let the buyer beware.” 


Verse 14 is a theological statement.  It says that the faithless will be repaid for their ways.  Here “faithless” means people who do not keep their promises.   You and I know that people do get away, for a time, with saying one thing and doing another.  But the Scripture says that sooner or later God will equalize accounts.  Sometimes he allows us to fall in the trap we set for ourselves.  But otherwise, every action and every attitude will be opened up to his judgment in the last day.  No one gets away with it forever.

Look at verse 10 and 13.  Verse 10 says that everyone has to deal with what is in their heart. No one else really knows or can understand your inner desires and thoughts.  Now verse 13 says, as a consequence, that “even in laughter the heart may ache.”


Someone might try to hide a personal hurt by going to a party.  She might avoid what troubles her soul by trying to do something fun.  I am not against fun and parties.   The point here is that hiding from your inner turmoil can only be temporary.  When you get home from the party, you are still alone with your troubled and anxious thoughts.


What is the connection?  Today we face deceitful people who say that there is no such thing as morality and guilt.  They say that there are no rules for all people.  They say that you have to make up the rules for yourself.


Wisdom says that it a lie.  Before you pursue a life with that philosophy, turn to God.  He has a way to make amends for your sin, to calm the troubled soul and to heal the broken hearted.  He does not hide it; he heals it.
IV. Conclusion – v. 20-22


Proverbs 2 returns us to a familiar theme.  There are two paths to choose from.  Actually there are many paths.  There is one true path and many false paths.  For example, if I want to drive to Sun Prairie, I take 151 and I am there.  Now there are lots of other roads to take, but they all go the wrong way.  51, 12, I-94, 30 all travel through the East Side, but only 151 takes me to Sun Prairie.


The wicked take one of the wrong paths.  This leads to destruction.  If they had consulted the map, or hooked up their GPS system, or had a local guide, or read the road signs they would have found Sun Prairie.  But they went their own way.


The righteous on the other hand walk in the right path.  The promise here is extended to us.  I think it is taken up in Jesus teaching.  What did he say, “The meek shall inherit the earth.”  That means that the race does not go to the fastest, and the battle does not go to the largest army.  It goes to the one who listens to, treasures and calls out for God’s wisdom.  Indeed, those who submit to God’s instructions will inherit the land – sooner or later.


So which path will you choose?  If it is wisdom, then seek it avidly, and you will receive abundantly.
