The Tree of Life
Proverbs 3:13-20

June 7, 2009


I have a story today about a tree, a woman, a garden and Jesus.  It is a story that starts in the first book of the bible and ends in the last book of the Bible.  But it’s meaning and significance is found in the middle of the bible. 


Today we will start with the beginning and the end, and then get to the middle.

I. The Beginning.  Genesis (2:8-9; 3:22)


When God created Adam and Eve, he placed them in a beautiful garden that he planted for them.  This garden was green and had plenty of water to make its trees and flowers grow.  This first couple was told to care for the garden.  The garden would care for their needs if they cared for it.


In the middle of the garden were two special trees.


Genesis 2:8-9 

    And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east, and there he put the man whom he had formed. [9] And out of the ground the Lord God made to spring up every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food. The tree of life was in the midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

God allowed them to eat of any tree but one.  They would only have to walk around and they would find fruit ready to eat.  There were two special trees.  One was the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.  God told them not to eat of that tree. It was the only rule they had.  Eating that tree would mean death.


This tree is not the tree of education or wisdom.  In the language of the bible, “Knowledge of Good and Evil” means something like “experience of good and evil.”  They did not know evil by experience, but when they ate that tree, they knew all about evil.

We know that sadly, the Serpent deceived Adam and Eve and they ate of that tree.


What about the Tree of Life?  We are not told much about it, except that in chapter 3, after Adam and Eve had sinned and they were punished by the Lord, it is spoken of again.


Genesis 3:22-23 

    Then the Lord God said, "Behold, the man has become like one of us in knowing good and evil. Now, lest he reach out his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat, and live forever—" [23] therefore the Lord God sent him out from the garden of Eden to work the ground from which he was taken. 

    
This Tree of Life was how God would give Adam and Eve eternal life.  If they had access to that tree, they would be able to live without death.  But God did not want them to live forever in their sinful state.  So he removed them from the garden, out into the world, where they would have to work hard for their food.

I believe this Tree of Life is for us a picture.  It is a picture of how we can receive Eternal Life from God.  All we can see from Genesis is that Eternal Life does not come from us.  Even at the start Adam and Eve would not live forever all by themselves, only as they took from the Tree of Life.  


We do not have the ability to live forever; it is only something that God can give to us.  It does not come from inside of Adam or Eve.  It comes from God as a gift.

II. The End –Revelation 22:1-3


Turn with me to the last chapter of the Bible.  Revelation 22 describes heaven with beautiful pictures made of words.  Listen to Rev. 22:1-3 

    Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the Lamb [2] through the middle of the street of the city; also, on either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. [3] No longer will there be anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in it, and his servants will worship him. 

Adam and Eve were kept from the Tree of Life.  All of us have been kept from the tree of Life.  But in heaven, the tree of life grows by a stream of water.  It bears fruit all through the year – not like apples that are ripe only in the late summer.  So in heaven we can literally eat of the tree that gives life.  Also, its leaves bring healing.  All of us have been wounded by sin – it can be old age, or war, or sadness of any kind.  The leaves of the Tree of Life will bring healing.


The Tree of Life has been transplanted from the Garden of Eden to the City of God.  But what about us?  We can not go back to Eden, because God expelled Adam and Eve and placed an Angel there to block their return.  We can not go to Heaven, until the Lord takes us there.  That brings us to the book of Proverbs.

III. The Middle – Prov 3:13-20


There are thee poems to Lady Wisdom.  In chapter 1 she calls to the people to listen to her and receive life.  In chapter 8 we will see that whe was present from the beginning of the world.  In chapter 3, she offers life and prosperity.

    Proverbs 3:13-18 

13 Blessed is the man who finds wisdom,


the man who gains understanding, 

14 for she is more profitable than silver 


and yields better returns than gold.  

15 She is more precious than rubies;   


nothing you desire can compare with her.  

16 Long life is in her right hand;  


in her left hand are riches and honor.  

17 Her ways are pleasant ways, 


and all her paths are peace. 
18 She is a tree of life   to those who embrace her; 


those who lay hold of her will be blessed.


Look at what Lady Wisdom holds.  Verse 16 – She holds life in her right hand and prosperity in her left hand.


I believe Lady Wisdom is a picture.  We imagine in our minds a beautiful woman in a flowing robe holding out these treasures in her hands.

Lady Wisdom is a symbol like the Statue of Liberty.  Liberty holds up a torch – to show the way to freedom. And she holds a tablet, which represents the laws of the land.  On the statue is a poem that says all people can come to America and get liberty and justice.


Lady Wisdom is like that.  Not a real person, but a picture of what God offers to us.  Wisdom holds in her hands life and prosperity.


Then, just as we get used to that idea, the picture changes,  Lady Wisdom becomes the Tree of Life.


“She is a tree of life to those who embrace her;

Those who lay hold of her will be blessed.”


What does this mean?  It means that we can receive life as a gift.  We can not go backward to the Garden of Eden and find the tree of life.  We can not go forward to Heaven to find it.


Wisdom is the Tree of life.


This has a practical and a spiritual application.


Practical: When we embrace the Wisdom of God – God will give us life with abundance.  So we learn that God will reward the person who speaks the truth, and not the liar.  God will reward the generous and kind, and not the rude and stingy.  He will reward the hard workers, but not the fools and the lazy.


One example of practical advice is Proverbs 17:1 

Better a dry crust with peace and quiet

than a house full of feasting, with strife. 

It is better to live with a few simple possessions, than to fight and argue over money.  Jesus taught the same idea when he said that we should turn the other cheek if someone strikes us.


Spiritual: But there is a spiritual application as well.  To discover it we need to ask a question:


What do Lady Wisdom and the Tree of Life represent?  There is no actually lady named Wisdom.  And the Tree of Life is not down here with us, it is up in heaven.  So where do we go for this wisdom and this life?


The answer is Jesus.  

Turn to Colossians 2:2, 3
  2 My purpose is that they may be encouraged in heart   and united in love, so that they may have the full riches of complete understanding, in order that they may know the mystery   of God, namely, Christ,  3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

We understand that Jesus is the Wisdom of God.  Lady Wisdom and the Tree of Life find their fulfillment in Jesus.
 He offers life as a gift.  Like lady wisdom, Jesus went about from city to town to village inviting people to receive the Good News.  In many ways he invited people to come to him to receive his gift of life.

In Matthew 11:28-30

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened and I will give you rest.    29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.    30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”

John 14:6

6 Jesus answered, “I am   the way   and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me.  

What we have seen of Wisdom in Proverbs is a powerful message.

Wisdom calls out for people to listen, 

 

 Jesus calls out for us to listen.


Wisdom offers life to those who will receive it, 



Jesus offered life to all who would come to him.


Wisdom’s gifts are for those who grasp on to the tree of Life,



 Jesus’ gift of life is for all who grasp on to him by faith.

Jesus offers you life – All you have to do is receive it.  As Adam and Eve did not have to work for their fruit, so you do not have to work for your salvation.  You simply need to receive it by faith.

Jesus is Wisdom.  Jesus is the Tree of Life.  Life is in his hand.
