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Benjamin Franklin coined the saying: Honesty is the best policy.  However, Old Ben was a very crafty fellow.  He did not practice total honesty, but used partial truths, hints and a little bit of confusion.  It is said to have served him well as the United States ambassador to the Court of France.  However, it also angered the more straight laced John Adams.  It seems Ben only practiced honesty when he thought it was to his advantage.

So goes the wisdom coined by men.


God’s wisdom on Honesty is different that Ben Franklin’s.  We are taught to speak the truth.  The shadings and twisting of diplomats are not our example.  Instead we are to follow Christ who spoke the truth.

Proverbs 3:21-35 speaks of Honesty.  Honesty with our neighbors is built upon honesty with God.   There is an Up and Down dimension to Honesty – we need to be honest before God. There is a Side to Side dimension to Honesty – we need to be honest with our neighbors.


Honesty, it turns out, is God’s policy.

I.  Up and Down – Pv. 3:21-26


UP – v. 21-22

There is some repetition in Proverbs.  Sometimes the same proverb will appear more than once in the book.  Often several proverbs will say the same general thing in a variety of ways.


This repetition can be annoying to some people.  Some Scholars simply think it is a mistake.  “Why repeat what he has already said?”   However, if you have ever been a teacher, a parent or a pastor you know that you will often have to repeat the same message to the same people several times before it has an impact.


The first two verses of this lecture by the Father to the Son sound like the others.  The son is to lay hold of and keep wisdom in his life.  If he does he will be rewarded.  If he does not, he will pay a price.


Repletion of this sort is a mercy.  God is giving to us multiple opportunities to hear and adjust.  If you cut yourself on a kitchen knife, and your father said to you, “I warned you about that back when you were 5 years old.  It is your fault!’  We would not like that.  Isn’t it better that mom and dad say repeatedly, “Be careful with sharp knives.”

The lesson to us is “Keep hold of wisdom.”  That means that whenever we have a decision to make, we should consider what the wise thing to do is.

 A single moment of foolishness has the power to destroy years of hard work.  
King Saul knew that the only way Israel would win in war was to make an offering and pray for God’s blessing.  He had to wait for the Prophet Samuel to come and make this sacrifice.  Samuel was late in coming and so Saul became impatient.  Then he offered the sacrifice himself – even though he was neither priest nor prophet.  For this disobedience he lost his right to be king of Israel.  For this cause both he and his sons died in battle and David took their place. This one act destroyed a life time of work.


Our part is to keep hold of wisdom.  The other part is What God does.  

Down – v. 23-26

There are words that show what God does for us when we are honest with Him.  Wisdom becomes our life and our ornament.  We will walk in safety, and without fear.  We will sleep soundly because we will not fear disaster.  God will be our confidence, and we don’t have to fear falling into traps.

There are two reasons for this sort of confidence.


First, when we make good choices, good things should happen.  If you exercise and eat a balanced diet, you will be more likely to stay healthy.  If you are honest and generous to others, you will likely have friends.


But strange things can happen.  The one who eats health food and goes to the gym three times a week could get cancer.  The man who smokes and eats fatty food could live to be 100.


So it cannot just be that we keep the rules.  Even if you keep the ways of wisdom, there remains reason to worry.  Wisdom by itself is not enough.

There is a second reason for confidence.  God takes personal care of his children. We keep God’s word; he takes personal care of us.


Verse 26 says, “The Lord will be your confidence.”  


If I had to be confident in my own wisdom or my goodness, I would have cause to worry.  I know I am not good enough and that I am not wise enough.  


 God, who is good and wise, is our reason for confidence.  He has promised to watch over his children.  He may allow hardship and there may be sickness.  These things are allowed by God for a purpose.


Honesty before God is an Up and Down relationship.  We are called upon to keep hold of God’s wisdom.  God promises to keep hold of us, he will not allow us to trip into trouble beyond what is for our good.


This brings me to two questions that will help us apply these words:


1.  Do you put yourself in places that cause you anxiety?


God will always watch over his children, but he will not preserve us from our foolish choices.  If you choose to do business with dishonest people, you will have trouble.  If you choose to lie, God will not keep you out of Trouble


Twice Abraham thought it was smart to lie about his wife Sarah. He said she was his sister. He thought that ruthless men might kill him so they could marry her, for she was beautiful.  So he lied.  What happened was that Sarah was taken into the harem of the king of Egypt – and God had to send a plague to rescue Abraham from this dishonesty.  It would have been better to speak the truth, or better yet to have stayed in the Promised Land and prayed for relief from the famine that had sent him to Egypt.


2.  Do you believe that the Lord will be with you?


If we are not convinced that God will take care of us, we devise ways to take care of ourselves.  When God sent manna, bread from heaven, every day to the Israelites, they were only to take enough for one day.  Some people hoarded it, but he bread turn to mold and worms.  They did not trust that God would continue to take care of them.  So they decided to help themselves.

The Up and Down relationship is that we off ourselves as servants and God offers himself as our protector.

II. Side to Side – v. 27-31


The Connection – This passage shows a connection between our relationship with God and our relationship with our neighbors.  Our “up and down” relationship effects our “side to side” relationships.


If I am not secure, I will be more likely to break the rules. If I am worried about money for food and clothing, I will be more likely to cheat someone.  If I am insecure about my reputation, I might lie about my abilities or tear down the abilities of others.

If I am confident in God, I am more easily risk myself in love for others.


This was true of Jesus.  It says in Hebrews 12:2 that Jesus was able to endure the hardship of the cross, because of the joy that was set before him.  Because he was confident that his death would bring salvation, and that we would be raised again, and that he would bring salvation, Jesus was able to be a servant of others.

If we have this sort of confidence in God, we can live with others with the risk of love.  There are five commands for being honest with your neighbor.


1. Proverbs 3:27 

Do not withhold good from those who deserve it,

when it is in your power to act.


Pay what you owe.  This applies to you if you are the boss and you owe money to your workers.  It is dishonest to keep back what belongs to the workers.  

This applies to you if you have bills to pay.  Before you spend money on yourself, pay back what you owe.


This applies to you if you find a brother or sister in need.  If you have the ability to help, and there is a true need, then it is important that you help.


Now what shall we do with people who come and ask for money?   The United Way has changed its strategy.  It is seeking to prevent homelessness by helping people stay in their apartments.  However, it means there is less money for the charities that help those who have an immediate need.  In Dane County you can call 211 and find what programs can help you or a friend in need.  This is a good thing to remember.  However, when there is nothing left with United Way, the Salvation Army and 211, they start calling churches.  Bethany is at the top of the alphabet….


What should we do – if we have an ability to help, and the need is real, then we should do what we can to help.


I drove a mom and her child from a motel to a friend’s house on Vera Court last week.  This family is waiting to get into an apartment.  But she said, “I have learned that the Lord takes care of me.”


2.  Proverbs 3:28
Do not say to your neighbor,

“Come back later; I’ll give it tomorrow –

When you now have it with you.
    
Again, when you should help someone, or pay a bill, or give your gift…don’t delay without reason.  If you have the resources today, pay it today.

If you have the money in your pocket, or enough in your check book, that you can pay for your daily needs, and still pay your bills or obligations, then you are one of the “haves”.  You don’t have to be Donald Trump to be a “have”. You only have to have some extra to be a “Have”.  


Many people among us live day to day or week to week, so the payment you owe them might pay for the groceries, or the babies’ diapers, or supplies for a kid going to school.


3.  Proverbs 3:29
Do not plot harm against your neighbor,

who lives trustfully near you.


We move from sins caused by not acting, to sins against your neighbor caused to acting in some way.


You should be the kind of person that causes your neighbors to be happy to live by you.  In no way should you plot any harm.


It sometimes happens because of little grievances.  Maybe he moves the snow from his driveway onto your driveway.  Maybe he lets the dandelion seeds fall on your lawn.  Maybe his shade tree makes it hard for your flowers to bloom.


After time you get angry and think it would be good to do something in return to get even.


Do not do this.  Plot to do good, not harm.


4.  Proverbs 3:30 
Do not accuse a man for no reason—

When he has done you no harm.


These sayings show the progress of sin.  It started with withholding good, then it was planning to do harm, now it is making a false accusation.

This is what happens when we get angry.  If we allow anger to live in our hearts, it will grow there like a weed.  The roots will get stronger and deeper.  It is best to deal with the cause of your anger quickly.


The bible says, “Do not let the sun go down on your anger.”  This means that we should try to resolve our anger as soon as we can.  This prevents the strong weed of anger and bitterness from taking hold.


5.  Proverbs 3:31
Do not envy a violent man

Or choose any of his ways.


This proverb is followed by a strong warning.  Verses 32-35 tells us that the Lord will not reward sin and hatred.  God is more than willing to forgive us when we humbly admit our sin.  However, if we persist in this pathway into sinfulness, we will find ourselves in the way of punishment.


We as Christians should not envy and imitate the violent man.  We should rather admire and imitate the Man of Peace.  Think of these proverbs in the life of Jesus.  We see how he was able to put himself into the care of his Father.  He did keep the Father’s will in every way.  He did know the Father’s approval and blessing.  Knowing all of this, Jesus was able to do good to all who came to him.  It says several times in the Scriptures that he healed everyone that came to him.  This often took long hours, as every person received his attention.  He did not accuse anyone, but he took all the accusations that we deserve on himself.  He did not harm against his neighbor, but welcomed all who came to him, He taught us to love our neighbors.


Jesus shows us then the way to live in Honesty.  Up and Down – Trusting God’s Wisdom.  Side to side – Sharing Christ’s life.
