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“…a love of the best things will be transmitted mainly by personal influence, along channels of affection.” 



D. Kidner  

I lean best with living teachers.  We bought a guitar when we were first married.    We carried it from Montana to Chicago to New York.  Despite owning a “teach yourself” book, I did not learn to play until I took a class in New York, and another one here through MATC.  And now that I am in the Guitar Group, I am leaning that you don’t have to play all the notes all the time.  This is because I had living teachers.


We learn lots of things from books, but it is better to have a living teacher.    Wisdom is taught best by living teachers.  


Chapter four comes in three parts:  verse 1-9 tells us to Listen First.  Verses 10-19 tells us to Look Forward and verses 20-17 Tells us to Live Fully.

I.  Listen First – v. 1-9


For the fifth time in these chapters, the Father is speaking to his Son and calling him to listen carefully.  What is unique to this Father/Son chat is the importance it gives to younger generations listening to older generations.


There are three generations here.  In verse 1 he says, “Listen, my sons, to a father’s instruction.” Then he goes on to tell us what his father had said to him,  in verse 3, “When I was a boy in my father’s house, still tender, and an only child of my mother, he taught me…”


We have here a love of Wisdom that was passed from Father to Son to Grandson.  


I want to add this as well.  While proverbs is male oriented, in that it is the instruction of a father to a son, the female presence is always there.  Verse 3 also mentions that this child was loved by his mother.  Of course we have seen that Wisdom is portrayed as a woman – and Wisdom is the star of this book.


This is the observation that brought about Kidner’s quote.  We learn best when things are transmitted by personal influence, along channels of affection.


We learn wisdom when we listen to our grand parents and aunts and uncles tell us the stories of the family – how they moved, where they studied, how they worked, when love was struck, how they made it through good and bad times.


The Bible makes this a mandate.   In Deuteronomy 6, the parents of Israel were taught to pass on the faith to their children. Deut. 6:4-7 

    "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. [5] You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. [6] And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. [7] You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. 

    Teaching from one generation to the next is an ongoing, everyday activity.  We are the teachers of the next generation – it can not be passed off onto others.  We ought to be listeners to our parents’ generation; they actually have a lot of wisdom to pass on – if we pay attention.


Grandpa said:  We have in verses 4 through 9 the lesson that grandpa gave to his son.  When you read these verses you can not escape the feeling that this is a vivid memory.  This lesson, and the time it was delivered, and probably the location and the tone of voice, were all inked in the author’s memory.

What did grandpa say?  He said, in brief, that over and above anything else, that Wisdom should be pursued, embraced and treasured.


v. 7 for example says


Get Wisdom; Get Understanding;


v. 8 says


Esteem her, and she will exalt you;


Embrace her, and she will honor you.

Learning and keeping the teachings of Wisdom will bring a good life and a life that is under the Protection and Blessing of God.


So the questions we are left with is this:  


What wisdom are you leaving behind for others?  You are teaching your kids, and all of the young people who look to adults as examples.  Is your teaching characterized by Wisdom or Folly?


What wisdom are you receiving from others?  You are surrounded by people who have information to share.  Have you chatted with someone older than you – it is amazing what you can learn if you take the time.  This method of education is older than the Internet, but just as rich, and probably more trustworthy in the areas of life that matter.
II. Look Forward – v. 10-19


Another lesson I have learned about myself, is that it takes a long time to learn anything of real value.  It is tempting to think that I can Google the question, but I find that there is no excuse for the old fashioned way – studying and thinking.


Verses 10-19 talk about two paths.  Paths are a frequent theme of the Bible.  We have talked about this before and we will talk about it again.  Moses, David, Solomon, Isaiah and others in the Old Testament speak about the paths we choose.  Jesus talked about the narrow and the wide paths that we had to choose between.  Paul spoke of the path god has set before us to follow.


The path of wisdom is described in verse11-13. (R)  Choosing wisdom leads to long life, it leads to a straight and unencumbered way, it will keep us from stumbling and falling.


He concludes with the statement that Wisdom’s path is life to us.


The path of the wicked is described in verses 14-17 (R)  It is a path to be avoided.  It is hard to make a U turn from this path.  How many people do you see who manage to stop, admit their error and then turn back to start over?  Not that many.


The path of evil is portrayed as addictive.  In verse 16, we see that the wicked can’t sleep because they are making their schemes.


How do people think up financial scams?  Like those who persuade seniors to buy new windows or a security system, then just run away with their money?  Why do people make up computer viruses?  There is no point but to cause trouble – but there are thousands of them unleashed every year.  So my McAfee anti virus program has to be updated every day.


The key verses bout these path are verses 18 and 19.   


V. 18  “the path of the righteous is like the first gleam of dawn,

Shining ever brighter till the full light of day.”


This poetic sounding verse has an very important point.  Do not miss this point or you are in danger of missing wisdom.  The path of wisdom is a gradually growing light.


Did you expect a flashlight?  Did you think that a full measure of wisdom would be delivered at the end of a lightning bolt?


Wisdom grows gradually.  Like the light of the dawn, first there is a hint of light – you are not sure it is there.  Then the hint becomes clear, after a while the sun breaks over the horizon and the world is in light, and the light grows trough the morning until everything is clear at full noon.


You must be prepared for wisdom to be a process.  It is a pursuit that will take time.  It grows gradually at first, and then it continues.  So then, you can not stop thinking or reading the Word of God, or turning from sin, or embracing the commands of God.  All that has to continue over time.


Each of us needs to have a few spiritual habits.  Just as the body needs daily food, exercise and cleaning, so does the soul.  Do you feed your spirit with the Word of God each day?  You have no excuse – if you can’t read you can listen,  If you can’t see, you can read Braille.  If you have no bible, it’s on the internet, and it can be an app on you I Phone.  Do you exercise your faith by getting out of bed and to your time of fellowship?  Do you practice daily cleansing by admitting your faults to God and asking for his forgiveness?


Do you want to quit because you have not arrived?  That is normal – it will take all of your life, and you will not “arrive” until you arrive into the presence of God.  Be Patient, Wisdom is gradual.


V. 19 “But the way of the wicked is like deep darkness; 


They do not know what makes them stumble.”


The way of follow is a gradually dimming darkness.  If it looked totally bad at first sight, you would not be tempted.  The forbidden fruit looked good and tasted good to Eve and Adam.  Sin can be enjoyable, in the short term.  But over time the darkness descends.  And before you know it, you are lost in the dark, unable to make your way out.


It seems cool when you are 16 to smoke, but before you get to 66, if you get that far, you will regret it – but it may be very hard to get free from the addiction.


It seems of little importance to quit attending church because you like the sleep nad those TV churches do not have any awkwardness.  If they did, the off button is just a click away.  But after a time you loose the strength of your Christian family.  “Seven days with out the Lord makes one weak.”


Be Alert:  Wickedness is a gradual turning off of the light.

III.  Live Fully – v. 20-27


I am tempted to make a contest.  In verses 20-27, how many body references can you count?  I have put these verses on the screen, and underlined the words that have to do with the body or its senses. 


This says that we need our ears, our eyes, our hearts, our mouths, our feet and our whole bodies to follow after God.  I count 8 direct references and one more that is indirect.

This is very much like the NT definition of Worship.  Worship has come to mean going to church once a week for an hour.  That is to say, Worship takes up 1/168th of our time.


However, consider this verse:

Romans 12:1-2 

    I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. [2] Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 


Worship involves giving to God our whole bodies, and to allow him to transform our minds.  That is to say, it is not 1/168th of our time, but all of our time.


Back to Proverbs:  We have the anatomy of a disciple laid out for us.

· With your ears: Listen.  V. 20.

· With your eyes: Look.  V. 21a, 25

· With your whole Body: Life.  V. 22

· With your heart: Guard your life: v. 21b, 23

· With your mouth: Purity: v. 24

· With your Feet: Walk in the Truth: v. 26,27

The center piece is verse 23:  

Above all else, guard your heart,

for it is the wellspring of life.


Christian moral teaching is that what is important is what starts in the center and works out.  Religion often looks at what is on the outside.  Do we have nice clothes?  Are we well mannered?  Do we know how to stand and sit properly?  


But Christ taught the same thing that this verse taught.  It is not what you look like, or what you taste or what you eat.  It is all about what is in your heart.


Wisdom begins for us when we welcome the Lord into the secret control center of our lives.  When we invite Jesus into our hearts, we are welcoming him into the control center of our lives.  We welcome him to speak the words that we will obey. John 7:37-38 

    On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. [38] Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.' " 

Listen First.  Look Forward.  Live Fully.

