Faithful
Proverbs 5

July 5, 2009


The book of Proverbs tells us in many ways to choose wisdom and to avoid foolishness.  Wisdom is presented to us as a woman who offers the truth that gives life.  Foolishness also offers us words, and she also tells us that she will give us a good life.  But Wisdom is telling the Truth.  Foolishness is telling lies.


Today’s passage warns us to avoid the lies that lead to sexual sin.  Foolishness has many words to tell us that sexual sin is a path to happiness.  Her words are sweet like candy.  But they do not lead to happiness.  They lead only to trouble.


I will not treat all the verses in this chapter, but have selected two verses from each section of this chapter to help you see how important this warning is for you.

I.  Be Careful of Sweet Sounding Words – v. 3,4


“The words of another man’s wife may seem sweet as honey;


   They may be as sweet as olive oil.


But in the end she will bring you to sorrow,


   Causing you pain like a two-edged sword.”

In our country, we have learned that pretty women or handsome men can be used to make money.  When you watch TV, all the commercials have a pretty girl showing the tooth paste or driving the car.  Or you see a handsome man driving a car with a pretty girl at his side.  They say, “Use our tooth paste or drive our car, and you can have a beautiful girl friend.”


Movies and TV shows have many men and women who try to get into bed for sex.  It is almost impossible to find a movie or a TV show that does not do this.  In the world of Movies and TV, it is all seen as fun and exciting.  It sends the message to young people and old people – come and have fun with us!


These are the words that are as sweet as honey.  These words are delicious like chocolate.  They seem like a cup of sweet tea. 


But these words are poison.


What happens in our country because of all of this sweet talk?  These sugar coated lies cause a lot of problems.  Let me list a few.


Marriages are broken because a husband abandons his wife or a woman abandons her husband for someone better.  As many as half of all children in the United States only have one parent because so many marriages end this way.  

There are diseases.  Even if you use the things modern medicine offers, you can catch one of several bad diseases.  As many as 4 out of 10 people have one diseases caused by sex.


Many people are sad.  If you listen to songs on the radio, about half are about being in love.  These are the happy songs.  The other half are about broken hearts from the death of live.


Many people are confused.  I want you to look at verse 6.  The married woman who tells sugar coated lies has a very bad problem.  Verse 6b says:


“She doesn’t even know that her ways are wrong.”


Foolishness has many children in our culture.  Many people do not know what is right and what is wrong with regard to how men and women should behave.


In the beginning God created Man and Woman.  He brought the first Man and Woman together and said that they shall be one in love, they shall be one in their lives and they shall be one in sex.


Marriage is a promise before God between one man and one woman to love and enjoy each other, and no one else, for as long as they live.


God created us to enjoy love within marriage.  Love in marriage is meant to be wonderful and exciting.    Love outside of marriage will only cause trouble.

II. Sweet Words bring Sour Results – v. 12-14


This passage is a warning to stay with the plan of God, that one man should live and be one in marriage with one woman for all of life.  So it explores what happens to those who ignore God’s instructions.


Look with me at verses 11 and 12.


“You will groan at the end of your life


   When your health is gone.


Then you will say, ‘I hated being told what to do!


   Or pay attention to my instructors.”


When I was 16 and learning how to drive a car, I took driving classes.  The instructor always said, “Don’t look at the front of your car, look ahead so you can see what is coming.”   When you drive, you have to look for crazy drivers, construction, bicycle riders, walkers and animals.  Looking ahead will keep you out of accidents.


This is what these verses tell us.  Look ahead in your life.  Don’t just look at today.  Don’t just think about what you feel today.  If you look ahead, you will see that you do not want to listen to the sugar coated words of the Foolish Woman.

Verse 11 and 12 tell the story of a man who made bad choices.  His whole life can be told in two verses.  He was a person who listened to the sweet words of fools and sinners.  He did the things that were wrong.  He went to bed with the adulterous woman.


At the end of his life, is he happy?  No at the end of his life he groans.  We do not groan when we are happy.


If I say to one of you, “I will give you $100, free!”  You smile, but you do not groan.  If I say to you, “you have to go and clean the bathrooms, pull the weeds, and carry out the garbage!”  Then you groan, because those are hard jobs.


At the end of his life, the man who listened to foolish and adulterous women can only groan.  He groans because he has used up his good health.  Now he is old and sick.  He is lonely – because who wants to be with an old groaning sick man?


He then says, “I should have listened!”


A couple of years ago, two from our church went to help a man get a motel room to stay.  He told us his story.  He had lived a very sinful life, and now he was dying of a bad disease.  This disease was eating away at his strength.  He was very thin, and he had only a few teeth left.  He told us that he used to be healthy and good looking but now he was going to die.  He was traveling from California across the country to visit with his family.  The good news was that he had come to believe in Christ, and he knew he would have a home in heaven.  The bad news was that he had wasted his health and strength for nothing.  He said, “Tell young people about me.  Tell them to make good choices.”

III. Enjoy your own Life – v. 18-19


What does wisdom say about all of this?  It says to see your own wife or your own husband as the beautiful and exciting person that God has given for you to love and enjoy.


“Be happy with the wife you married when you were young.


    She give you joy, as your fountain gives you water.


She is as lovely and graceful as a deer.


    Let her love always make you happy;


    Let her love always hold you captive.”

Wisdom says – be happy with your life.  There is no good to come from looking for another life in some other place with some other husband or wife.  You have made a promise.  You are united to your wife or your husband.  So remember what drew you together.  So be devoted to each other.  So keep the fire of love and romance alive.

It is said by some that the Bible does not approve of love or romance.  Some say that the Bible calls us to live a boring life.  But this passage tells us to enjoy life.


Have you see the verses in the bible about being happy?  Have you seen the places that call us to joy?  There are many.  The bible calls us to joy and happiness that is based on what is true. 


It is a lie to say that God does not want us to be happy.  When God says, “No”, or “Thou shalt not”, it is to keep us from doing things that will make us unhappy.


Addition:


These verses are about faithfulness between a husband and a wife.  Because we are human, we need these warnings and reminders.  But there is one who does not need a reminder.


The Lord loves us with this kind of love.  He delights in his children.  He loves us and has promised to love us always.   He will not grow tired of you or me.  He will not go and find some other people to replace us with.


If you have wandered from the Love of God, then you need to know that he will always welcome you back.  If you have wandered into sin, and you are sighing like our friend the sad sinner we found in verse 12, then you need to know that you can always return to God.


We celebrate the Lord’s Supper today.  This is God’s love.  Jesus gave his body all the way to death for us.  As we come to the Lord ’s Table, we can be certain that he loves us.


If you have taken the wrong path, then now is the time to return to him.

