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 In Proverbs 6 there are three kinds of people to avoid.  This means to avoid becoming one of these people, and to watch your step when you are with these kinds of people.  So we can consider each of these three sections to be a Warning Sign.  When you see that diamond shaped road sign with a squiggly arrow, you know the road is curvy ahead.  When you see a cliff with rocks falling off, you look for rocks on the road.  When you see a dear prancing, you know this is where the deer tend to cross the road without bothering to use a cross walk.

I.  3 Warning Signs

A.  The first warning sign is for The Unwary – v. 1-5

Here is a fellow who seems to have done something neighborly.  He has co-signed on another person’s debt.  We live in a world of paper.  In ancient Israel, they would strike such a deal by shaking or striking their hands together.


So let’s say that John has gotten himself into debt.  It seems that his business plans never work out.  They sound good when he talks about them, but then there is bad weather or he can’t get the price he was expecting.  His bills have finally caught up with him.


Next door to John is Andrew.  Andrew is a hard worker.  He is the kind of guy who puts away a little money each time he is paid.  He does not have a lot of fancy things, but everything works nicely.


So John approaches Andrew and says to him”


“Hey Andy, can you help me out?  I need you to shake hands with the first bank of Tel Aviv.  I will be good for this loan, but you will be my back up.”


Now Andy is a responsible man, so he thinks everyone else is responsible.  So he agrees, without looking into the details.


They go to the banker and shake hands and all is well.


But, something happens.  John’s business plan fails again.  No one it seems wanted to buy fur coats in Israel.  So he owes the bank a lot of money.  Now Andrew has to pay.  The cost is not a few hundred denarii.  He would have to sell his farm and his animals to meet the cost.


What does the book of Proverbs say?  If you find yourself obligated in this way, do what you can to get out of it.  Go to the neighbor.  Go to the banker.  Be persistent about it so that you can free yourself: For you have put your future in the hands of an unreliable partner.


Does this mean we should never help a family member or a neighbor in need?  No, for the bible is clear that we should be generous.  What it dies mean is that you would give from what you have available, and not obligate yourself beyond your ability to pay.


   When you make commitments of time and money, make sure these do not ensnare you.  If you can buy a house to give security for your family that is good. But if you buy over your ability, you have become a slave to the bank.  If you start a business, buy a car, get a hobby, or make any other kind of commitment, you should make sure that this does not make you a slave.
B.  The Second Warning Sign is for The Unwilling. 


I will only touch on this now, as I want to end with this lesson today.  But what we find is that the Sluggard, that is the lazy person, is given a bit of homework.  Go and observe the ants.  Consider how an Ant works and why, and see what you can learn.

The Sluggard is often given warnings in the Book of Proverbs.  For this person is apparently unwilling to work.  He would like to have the comforts of a nice home and a good life, but he does not want to do the work that it requires. 


There is no one who can survive with this attitude.  It will lead to trouble.  We will come back to the Unwilling Sluggard.

C.  The Third Warning sign is for The Unsavory.

These verses give us a double warning against the kind of people we should avoid.  In verses 12-15 there are 6 parts to the description.

12 A scoundrel and villain,

who goes about with a corrupt mouth,

13 who winks with his eye,  
signals with his feet

and motions with his fingers, 
14 who plots evil  with deceit in his heart—

he always stirs up dissension.  
15 Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant;  
he will suddenly  be destroyed—without remedy

This description starts with the scoundrel’s mouth, describes a man who is deceptive, and secretive, and has evil intent.  He is always trying to divide people against each other to his own advantage.  What is more, he thinks that he is clever, but really he always on the very edge of his own destruction.


 In verses 16-19 these six things are repeated and a 7th is added.

16 There are six things the LORD hates, 
seven that are detestable to him:

17 haughty eyes, 
a lying tongue, 
hands that shed innocent blood, 
18 a heart that devises wicked schemes,

feet that are quick to rush into evil, 
19 a false witness  who pours out lies 
and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers.

He is again described from heat to foot as a person committed to doing evil.  We should have no business being in partnership with such a person.  We can love such a man for the Sake of the Lord and pray for him, that he turns from his ways while there is still time.


Jesus once met a dishonest tax collector named Zacchaeus.  He called on Zacchaeus to invite him to dinner.  When he met Jesus, his heart was softened and he publicly promised to pay back anyone that he had cheated or overcharged with taxes.  Then Zacchaeus was a man who was a suitable co-worker in the Kingdom.  But as long as he was a trickster and a liar he was to be avoided.

II.  A Visit to the Ant Hill – v. 6-8
6 Go to the ant, you sluggard; 
consider its ways and be wise!

7 It has no commander,

no overseer or ruler,

8 yet it stores its provisions in summer 
and gathers its food at harvest.


There are thousands of species of ants in the world.  There are very small ants that can build a colony between sheets of office paper.  There are ants that heard insects called aphids, the way people heard cows for their milk.  There are ants that cut leaves, and grow fungus on them as a form of food.  Some ants live in small groups, others in huge colonies. 

The ants that are referred to in Proverbs 6:6 are called Harvester Ants.  They live along the Mediterranean Sea in the land of Israel, and they go out and gather grain.  They remove the grain from it’s husk and store it in their colonies storage area.  They can be seen working all though the harvest seasons, so that they have food to eat in the winter.


Maybe because I was about to speak on this subject, we had an invasion of ants in our house.  It is not a bad invasion, but there are some little black ants that appear about this time of year every year.  They look around for anything sweet – spilled sugar, a cookie left out,  a drop of honey.  When they find it they somehow call on their brothers and sisters who come to have a feast.  I don’ tknow how they communicate – they do not have tiny little cell phones.  Scientists say that Ants communicate by giving off chemical smells.


Well, we are not that happy with this lesson in proverbs in our house, and will be making sure we remove all the tasty things and wash all the counters.  It sometimes helps to wash the counters and window sills with vinegar.  They don’t like vinegar.


Go to the Ant, O Sluggard.  There are two specific lessons that Ants teach.   

The ant has no commander, overseer or ruler.  Now it is true that the Ant Colony has often a queen ant.  And there are different classes of ants with different jobs within the colony.  However, the point here is that the ants do not need someone watching over their shoulder.  They do not need a boss or a foreman to keep them busy.  They are busy by nature.


This is compared to the Sluggard. What does the sluggard do? He sits in his easy chair and says, “Oh, I will just take a little longer nap. I will just stay in bed a little longer.”  It takes the alarm clock to wake up the sluggard.


I once had a job as a security guard.  The job started at 11pm and continued to 7am.  I would go to work at night, then go to classes in the day, and then sleep in the afternoon.  Two times I did not hear my alarm clock.  My co-worker got mad at me for being late.  So I learned an important lesson.  I got two alarm clocks and I put both of them so far from my bed that I could not just turn them off and fall back asleep.


Do you need a commander?  It ought to be that as a follower of the Lord, you do not need to have someone check up on you.  You should not need toe pastor or an elder or your Sunday school teacher come knock on your door and see what you are doing?


We can all learn something important from the Ant in our spiritual life.  Do not lay about expecting other people to provide your needs.  You need to do the gathering and storing.


Every day you should gather some of the Word of God from the Bible in your daily reading.  You should not just look at it, but you should take it home and store it away.


Some Christians rely on others to keep them fed.  They only go to church, or they only listen to the radio or TV messages.  


But you need to gather the word of God for yourself as well.


I started something new this year during the season of Lent.  I read in my Spanish bible from one book and then I write out my thoughts in Spanish.  This is interesting for me, in that it helps me read the bible closely.  I have often noticed things in the Spanish that I did not notice in the English.


This is one of the things that I do.  What do you do?


He Prepares for the Future.   The ants know to gather food while it is available, so it will be there when it is needed.  So harvester ants gather in the summer and fall, and eat from their stores in the winter.


The natural temptation is to eat the food when it is available.  So if you have a garden you can be eating the early tomatoes and the lettuce and spinach.  Summer squash is starting to come it.

These will not be here this winter.  This is why the food is harvested and stored.  In years past, our ancestors would gather the food and dry it, or salt it, or smoke it.  They found a way to store it. 
We depend on the grocery store and the refrigerator.  It would be easy to think that there will always available food.

We will be wise to store for the future.  You should have money saved during the good times to help when times are leaner.  We have the old English proverb:  “Save for a rainy day.”


The Scriptures tell us that we need to be aware of the seasons.  We will have times in our lives when we have easy access to teaching, fellowship and worship with God’s people.  That is wonderful when it happens.  But there will also be dry times.  So you need to be storing up spiritual strength when you can, so that we will not starve in the dry periods

This takes many forms.  


We need to learn how to pray – so that when we need to we can.

We need to develop good Christian friends – so that one of us is in need, the other is there to help. 


We need to know that the scripture predicts times of hardship and persecution.  Are we headed toward a season of hardship for Christians?  I can not say, but I can say, that now we ought to be gathering the harvest.


What happens when we sit back to rest? Let’s look at verse 9-11.

How long will you lie there, you sluggard? r
When will you get up from your sleep?

10 A little sleep, a little slumber,

a little folding of the hands to rest s  —

11 and poverty t  will come on you like a bandit

and scarcity like an armed man.

So what about YOU?
