A Cautionary Tale
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We continue our study of Proverbs in chapter 7 today.  I have decided to call this passage “The Clueless vs. the Relentless.”  It is about the seduction of the unwary.  While the chapter concerns a sensual seduction, what it depicts is the way of all seductions.  This is true, whether the seducer is pleasure, pride, money, power or false teaching of all kinds.

It looks like a passage for young people – and it is a good warning for the young.  Yet, seduction is strong for all people.  We just get seduced by different things.


So we will see a Cautionary Tale of the Clueless and the Relentless with the advice of wisdom on either side – to keep us from falling into the clutches of the seductress.

I.  Character – 7:1-5


Like all of the lessons from the Father to the Son in proverbs, this one starts with a reminder of the benefits of Wisdom.  It is tempting to skim over these words.  You might think: “well we have heard this before.”  


Yet, with each repetition there is some new element added.  The repetition is like a song with verses, each verse says something different.  

I believe that the insight here is the need for character development.  We need to develop strong convictions that are established in the core of our hearts, so that we can see things as they are and so that we can choose good paths.


We have a path laid out here to developing character:


Read – He says, “My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you.”  


You can not keep words that you have not read.  You can not store up commands which you have not read.  So the first stage in character development is to read the Word of God.  You have to become familiar with the Wisdom.


If you do not immerse yourself in wisdom and truth, you will be overwhelmed by the foolishness of life.  It surrounds you like air – just breath in the winds of culture and you have inhaled foolishness.  You need the word of God in all of its parts to give you something else to take in.


Remember – he says, “Bind them on your fingers and write them on the tablet of your heart.”


Reading is of little value without remembering.  This is why we encourage scripture memory.  One of the beauties of Proverbs is that the short verses are very easy to remember.  So make sure you pick out certain key verses as you read – even if you learned a verse a week or a verse a month, you would have something in your armory.


Keep – He says “Keep my commandments and you will live.”  


Reading and remembering are only important so that we actually do what they say.  Keeping means doing. The word is to be heard and obeyed.   


The life of a believer is one of learning, knowing and doing.  In this we find that we change from the heart outward into our lives.


Character is the result.  When we continue to read and remember and keep, we develop settled character.  We have habits of critical thinking – so we do not believe every thing we hear. We do not put our hopes in the lottery – because we have read the odds.  We do not fear every panicked voice – because we remember that others have called out before that the sky is falling.


What happens to us when we do not take this path?  What happens when we do not Read, Remember Keep and develop Character?  That brings us to the following verses – that brings us to a Cautionary Tale.

II. A Cautionary Tale – v. 6-23


Think of these verses as a story of 4 chapters.  It is one where you need to use your imagination.  It really demands that you imagine the sights and sounds of a certain encounter that happened one dark night in the streets of Jerusalem.  Yet this encounter is repeated many times in this world, when darkness falls out and men come out to play.  This is the tale of the Clueless and the Relentless.


The Clueless – v. 6-9


The Author tells of a scene that he saw play out as he watched from a small second story window.  This was a window with a lattice for privacy, but it was open to the air and the sounds of city life.


The first thing he sees is a group of young men.  Every city has groups of young men hanging around, looking for fun or looking for trouble.  This group is not a particularly bright group.  They are called “Simple”.  I think that translates into every day English as “Clueless.”  


By the way, do you remember who Wisdom was out seeking on the streets of the city?  We found her in chapter 1 calling to the simple to receive wisdom.  Apparently she has not gotten a hearing from this group.


In this group of clueless youths, there is one in particular.  He was particularly clueless.  He “lacked judgment.”  I have seen in the city people walking around looking like tourists – this is not wise in a place like New York – try to look like you belong. 

So this clueless young man was loose in the city, separate from his group of pals, out looking for something in the dark streets.


The Relentless – v. 10-13


The author now notices another person on the streets.  This one is different.  First of all, she is a woman.  This seems peculiar to find an unaccompanied woman on the streets of the city in the dark of night.  Are you worried about her safety?  We warn people, men and women, not to wander around the city alone – bad things can happen.


But we do not have to worry about her.  Do you worry over the shark that swims alone in the deep of the ocean?  No.  Neither do you need to worry about this woman, prowling the streets of the city.


What do we see?  She is dressed like a prostitute.  Is she one? No we discover in the course of events that she is a married woman with a home of her own.  She is Crafty – this is a woman who knows how to get what she wants.  


She is restless, the author sees her, or has noticed her before, here and there in the city.  In the streets, in the squares on every corner she looks and prowls.  What is she looking for?  She is looking for someone just like our Simpleton.  She is seeking out the clueless.


Who do you think will win the battle of wits between the relentless and the clueless?


The Seduction – v. v. 13-20.


This woman moves quick – shark like – when she sees what she is looking for.  She walks up brazenly and takes hold of the Clueless and kisses him on the lips.

That would be pretty shocking, even in the 21st Century in America – even today we usually have some preliminaries.  Not her.  She grabs the youth and plants one squarely on the lips.


We can tell that he likes it well enough to hear her speech.


What a talk she gives.  In these 7 verses, she covers all the bases.


She starts talking about, of all things, her spiritual life!  Yes, she says, “I have offered my fellowship offering.”  There are a number of offerings mentioned in Leviticus, where a person brings a sacrifice to the temple out of gratitude.  They may bring a sacrificial animal, but they receive it back as something to feast on and share with family.   She has her thanksgiving meal all prepared at home.


She flatters the boy.  “I have come out to meet you.  I have looked for you and now I have found you.”  Who doesn’t want to hear that he is special?  Who does not want to hear that she is the most desired?  So even though she knows nothing of him but that he is an obvious simpleton, she flatters him with the idea that he is the love of her life.


She paints a picture of sensual pleasure.  She has a love nest prepared, with a bed prepared, with exotic lines from Egypt, perfumed with spices from east and west.  Come with me to this place and we will spend the night in pleasure.   “Let us drink deep of love until morning…”


And in case he worries about her husband of boyfriend, she says, “My husband is away on business.”  He has taken a lot of money and won’t be back until the end of the month.


Now isn’t this seduction found often on the lips of Movie Stars – be they women speaking as in this story, or men.  Isn’t this the great seduction of the Sexual Revolution of the 60s down to our time? 


“Come, let us have our fill of sensual pleasures.  It will be fun.  It will be something to fill your days.  It will satisfy that restlessness within you.  It will be safe.  It is free.  It carries not commitments.  It demands no price.”  Who would say no to such a thing?


Like an Ox….    V. 21-23

The Clueless is defenseless against this seduction.  He must have thought that he had won the lottery.  He was the luckiest man in the world.  Every secret and, he would add, every immoral desire had all come together and was offered to him free.  It was Christmas, the 4th of July, and his Birthday all wrapped up together.


“With persuasive words she led him astray”.   Do you notice the irony?  Proverbs has told us that words are what protect us. When we read, remember keep and develop character from taking God’s words into our souls.  But the Seductress has her own words. Her relentless line of words was too much for the clueless boy and he followed her to his dream…to his personal heaven… to his night of wonders.


Well, that is not how it turns out.


“All at one he followed her, like an ox to the slaughter….”


Yes, I imagine the ox thought he was headed for a bed of fresh straw and a manger filled with oats when he went off with the man toward the barn.  Until he discovered that it was not a barn but a slaughter house.


And the deer thought he was stepping into a green meadow full of things to eat, when his foot hit the snare.

And the bird saw all those loose grains ready to eat, when he flew down happily to eat them – only to be caught and eaten.


The Clueless also had fallen into a trap.  What was this trap?  Was he taken to a den of robbers? Was the husband at home after all?  Did she drug him and steal his possessions?  We don’t know exactly.  Only that he was lead to a place that cost him his life.


Now let’s think about this:


Not every sensual seduction ends in death.  We know this to be true.  They have the potential for death – from passion, or from a disease or from an ambush of thieves.  But some go along pretty much as planned.


Not every seduction ends in physical death.  Yet they do bring death of some kind.  They bring the death of truth.  They bring the death of a reputation.  I mention the names of Governor Mark Sanford of S. Carolina, Senator John Edwards of N. Carolina.  What has happened to those marriages, to the children of those men, to their careers and their ideas for serving the people?  

Not every seduction is sensual.  Yet, whatever it is that would want to seduce you will do so with the relentless use of words:  Words that excite or invite you to join in;  Words that cajole or shame you to action; Words that promise you something for nothing;  Words that say you can have heaven on earth.

III. Conclusion –  7:24-27


So the teacher in Proverbs brings us back to where he began.


Pay attention to what I say.


Do not let your heart turn into her ways.


Remember the victims who have taken this path before.


I would like to share with you the words of Derek Kidner, from his commentary on this passage: 


“… the best advice is useless against strong temptation unless it is thoroughly taken to heart and translated into habits.”   


In the world in which we live, we need to listen to the Words of Wisdom.  Remember that Wisdom is also in the streets.  She is calling out.  She is traveling about the streets of the city.  Only she offers to us life!


The seductress wanders the city and offers pleasures, guilty pleasures that lead to death.  Though, she does not mention the part about death.


Wisdom calls to you and offers you life.  Accept her invitation.  Embrace her in truth.  Accept her words into your life.  Let them guide you and guard you and give you life.

