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Patterns.  We use patterns all the time.  If you want to sew a dress or build a workbench, you will probably use a pattern.  The so named “laws of nature” are those consistent patterns of things that we count on for daily living.  The stars in the sky and the seasons follow a pattern.

Proverbs teaches us that in life there are patters to follow and other patters to avoid.  The reason it can say this is because the Bible holds to the existence of God.


What difference does it make if there is a God or not?  It makes a lot of difference in what happens after you die.  It makes a lot of difference in what happens while you are alive.  Without God there is no hope for eternal life, for all material things die – sooner or later.  Without God there is little reason to expect that the world is rational.


Since we do believe in God – we have every reason to see patterns.  Does it surprise you that God created DNA to pass on patterns of life from generation to generation?  It would only surprise me if DNA was created by dumb luck – or that it spontaneously emerged from the ooze.


Proverbs 8 is a celebration of Wisdom.  It tells us 4 things about Wisdom.  These are the strands of Chapters 1-9 that are here gathered together into one beautiful and poetic statement about the Wisdom of the Universe.


God created by Wisdom: Let’s live by Wisdom.
I.  Wisdom is A Guide for Everyone – v. 1-5

 
Wisdom is everywhere.  We saw this in Chapter 1.  Wisdom is in the streets of the city calling out to the simple that they should grasp at the chance for wisdom.  She called to the wise, not to be satisfied, but to see even more wisdom.  Here we find wisdom calling in the high places – usually where the Temples were built in the ancient world.  But she is also in the crossroads – where roads meet and people stop to talk or do business.  She is by the gates to the city, where the leading citizens do the business of the city.


God has created the world so that his wisdom is clear to all people.  Romans 1 tells us that everyone has enough information in creation to be able to know about God.


Wisdom is for Everyone.  In verse 4 and 5 she calls out to all men – literally all the sons of Adam.  This means that Wisdom is available to every human person – male or female, old or young, smart or average.  


She is also for the hard cases.  She speaks to the Simpleton – like our friend in Chapter 7 who was lured into death by an Adulteress.  He should have listened to Wisdom not to the adulteress.  She calls out to fools – even block heads are not without hope.


It is good to review the Motto of Proverbs, found in Prov. 1:7

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom,

but fools despise wisdom and instruction.”
II. Wisdom is the Source for Morality – v. 6-13


Who do people listen to for what is Moral?  

We can consider traditional morality.  There are lots of good sayings:  Honesty is the best policy; Don’t pass judgment until you walk a mile in another mans shoes; How would you like it if they did that to you?  However there are some twisted sayings:  Be only as honest as you have to be; Look out for #1; First come first serve.

We can take polls.  Today most young people think it is normal and ok to live together before you get married – it is argued that you are foolish to get married without taking a test run.  This is popular, but is it really wise?


We can listen to popular culture and its gurus.  What did Oprah say?  What do Brad and Angelina have to say?  What does Bono say?  What does Mandela say?  I find that celebrities are only different from everyone else in that they are famous.  They are not any smarter and they do not seem to have happier lives.


We ought to listen to Wisdom – particularly the Wisdom that is found in the word of God.  Why?


v. 7, 8 “My mouth speaks what is true….none of them are crooked or perverse.


With tradition, popular culture and polls, you take your chances.  They might have wisdom or they might be full of nonsense.  Usually you don’t find out what is nonsense until it gets you into trouble.


With scripture, we know we have true words because they are ultimately authored by God, who is the author of Truth.


v. 9 Not all will accept the wisdom of the Word of God.  There is an interesting comment in verse 9.  “To the discerning all of them are right; they are faultless to those who have knowledge.”

Have you noticed that various biblical ideas (sexual fidelity, humility, living simply, servant leadership) are hard to receive for some people? It is because they are so different from their own views.   We believe in sexual fidelity:  There are those today who suggest a biblical sexual ethic is not only outdated, but unhealthy and dangerous.  Read the literature on what should be in public school’s sex education courses, and you will find that accusation that teaching young people to wait and abstain is foolishly unrealistic.  Even so, it is the wise course.  People will argue with Jesus teaching that we should be humble, that we should forgive our enemies that we should lead by serving and not by dominating.


   These verses suggest that it takes some previous commitment or knowledge of wisdom to accept that wisdom is in fact straight and not twisted.  IN other words, we can not accept that Wisdom is wise, unless our twisted hearts have been made straight by the power of God.

v. 10-11.  This sermon series is called “Better than money; sweeter than honey.”  We find this in verses 10 and 11.  Even though wisdom is freely available, and even though Wisdom calls out to everyone everywhere.  Yet, unlike the laws on supply and demand – Wisdom is still more valuable than gold.  It is free, and yet it is priceless.  It is everywhere, but we have to seek it with all our hearts.  It is lovely to the faithful, but foolish to the unwise.  It is necessary to the simple, and beneficial to the wise.


Where you put your time and your money is what you really worship.  What time to you put into the discovery of wisdom?  Is it worth a second hour on Sunday to come to a class?  Is it worth an extra evening during the week, to joining a small group?  Is it worth your time dedicated to obedience?


Proverbs 8 says yes.


v. 12-13.  Some of what is called wisdom is very impressive to the ear.  It sounds good.  But often this kind of wisdom is impractical.  Marx taught this maxim:  From each according to his ability; to each according to his need.  In the abstract that sounds good –everyone contributes, everyone shares and there is no poverty.  However, Marxism in the world has always failed – it fails because it does not take into account the real word and the real qualities of people – we do not work hard if we do not get a reward.  A wiser policy has been some form of private ownership with legal safeguards against abuse of the system.

Other wisdom is very practical but it lacks a moral foundation.  Lot’s of books on how to get rich have methods, but no morality.  Clearly that is a problem.  The Bible promises us something better:  Moral wisdom that is also practical; practical wisdom that is also moral.


v. 12 says that Wisdom lives together with practical knowledge.  True wisdom is not fluffy theory, but it is based on morality.  This is emphasized in verse 13, where it says, “To fear god is to hate evil.”   You can not mix up God’s ways with the ways of immorality.  We can not simply follow the practices of business in the church – not unless we examine the practices for their righteousness.


The unique thing about true wisdom is that it is practical and moral.

III. Wisdom is the Key to Success – v 14-21

I want to point out two ideas in this section:


Government that works has to be based on wisdom.  There are two sides to this coin.  The one side says that wisdom is not only for Israel, and not only for the Church.  Wisdom is available to all who rule in government.  It is available to all who operate in the business world.  Those who govern well, govern according to wisdom. 


Martin Luther is said to have said this:  “I would rather be ruled by a wise Turk than a foolish Christian.”   When you go to vote, don’t look and see which candidate goes to the church most like yours – seek which candidate follows the course of wisdom.  

If a man or woman wears the label of Christian or even “born again Christian” that is not enough to get my vote. I need see if that person is qualified, and has demonstrated wisdom – that is a practical and a just set of principles and goals.


The other side of the coin is this.  All people and all nations will be judged by God.  Jesus once said that it would be better for Sodom in the day of Judgment than those cities which rejected his message.  The bible often speaks of judgments upon nations.


God will judge his people by the Word that they accept.  He will judge the nations by the wisdom that is in the world.  Because Wisdom is available to all, not one escapes having to give an explanation for their actions to their creator.

IV. Wisdom is the Foundation of the World – v. 22-31



v. 22-26 says that God possessed Wisdom before there was a single speck of matter.  These descriptions, including dust in verse 26 remind us of Genesis 1 which tells us that the world did not exist apart from God. God brought it all into existence.  Even the dust from which Adam and Eve were formed came into existence by god.


As old as the universe may be, wisdom is older.  Whether you hold to a young earth, or whether you think the earth is millions of years old, wisdom predated everything.


This flips Naturalistic Materialism on its head.  For those who see everything inn the light of evolution say that knowledge and wisdom are also things that evolved with the universe.  And as CS Lewis noted, if they evolved from an imperfect world, they too would have to be imperfect.  In other words, Naturalism can not abide the idea of truth.  So is it any wonder that we live in a world that affirms evolution but denies truth?

v. 27-31 says that Wisdom was present in the creation of the world.  Again one thinks of Genesis 1 when reading these verses.  When God was separating sky from sea and land from water, and day from night, Wisdom was there.


The question is what was wisdom doing?  


V.30 is hard to translate.  The NIV which is on the screen is the most widely accepted version and the one that I think makes the most sense.  If you study this passage you will find that Wisdom might be considered a Craftsman, and observer or a happy infant delighting in its father’s work.


What I believe is that Wisdom was the means by which God created.  In Proverbs 3 this is stated in non-poetic language.


“By wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s foundation, 


By understanding he set the heavens in place;


By his knowledge the deeps were divided,


And the clouds let drop the dew.”


 God created things in order – some obvious like day and night, and summer and winter.  Other obscure - like genetics that we are only starting to understand.  But there is reasonableness.  The times of sunrise and sunset, the movement of the tides, the phases of the moon can all be predicted.  God does not have gravity go up on Monday and down on Tuesday.  Gravity always goes down.  You do not weigh 100 pounds today and 200 tomorrow.  It is always better to eat fruits and vegetables than a bag of potato chips.
Since we live in a Wise World, created by a Wise God, we should choose wise paths.


This is not, by the way, hard an un-fun.  For look at what Wisdom was doing in creation:  She was rejoicing and delighting in the ways of God.  The bible speaks of the whales of the sea playing and making sport – they seem to have fun in god’s world.  Certainly monkeys know how to have fun.  So God has made his world delightful, beautiful, surprising and enthralling.  You can immerse yourself in gardening, bird watching, cloud watching, star gazing, hunting, cooking, painting, hiking, discovering and all other things we have to do with the created world with great joy and wonder at the beauty and complexity of it all.

So the Chapter concludes:  Choose Wisdom and you choose life.  For Wisdom is the very pattern used by the Creator when he founded the earth.

God created by Wisdom: Let’s live by Wisdom.
