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We have been Studying the concept of Wisdom in Proverbs 1-9 since May.  Let me give you a quick review of the concepts we have covered.

· Wisdom knows how to live well and please God in your life.

· The Fear of the Lord is the starting place to gain Wisdom.

· Choose carefully who you listen to for advice.

· Wisdom is calling for you to listen to her and receive her gift of Life.

· There are two paths: Wisdom and Folly.  Choose Wisdom.

· Wisdom is a Tree of Life – 

· Wisdom connects us to God and to our Neighbors.

· The kingdom of Ants reminds us to work diligently.

· The Simpleton listens to bad advice and comes to a bad end.

· God created the world by Wisdom; Let’s live by Wisdom

Today we finish our study of proverbs 1-9.  What we find is a reminder that there are two invitations that are given to all people.  Which invitation you accept will determine the course of your life.   Pv 9:1-18

I.  Two Invitations – 


Have you ever been invited to be in two places at the same time?  Maybe you were invited to two different parties.  How do you decide?


There are here invitations from Wisdom and Folly.  At first glace they look very similar.  So you might decide that it does not matter which invitation you accept.  But when we look close we see that it does matter.


Wisdom’s Invitation – v 1-4


In Chapter 1, Wisdom as a messenger to the streets of the City.   She was busily speaking at each intersection and every meeting place calling for anyone and everyone to follow her.


In Chapter 8 Wisdom is the craftsman of all Creation.  The New Testament picks up this idea.  In John 1:1-3 we read:

    In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God.  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. 

John and Proverbs say that the Word was with God at the beginning, and that the world was created by the Word.  What John adds is that the Word, which is Wisdom, is the Son of God.  Who is Lady Wisdom?  When the disguise is taken off, it is revealed to be the Lord Jesus.


In Chapter 9 Wisdom is a Hostess holding a banquet.  She has a grand house – with seven pillars holding up the front portion of her house.  She has prepared an elaborate meal to be served in her spacious house.  She has set her table with all that will be needed by her guests.  Every hunger will be satisfied and every need has been anticipated.  Since they did not have phones or a post office for sending invitations, she sends out her servants into the city to invite in her guests, because the feast is ready.

Wouldn’t you like to get this invitation?  Let’s see who does get invited?


“Let all who are simple come in here.”


There is an open invitation to all those who are not yet in possession of wisdom.  Do you remember that wisdom has a definition: Knowing how to live well and please God?

Those who do not know how to please God are invited.


Those who do not know how to live well are invited.


You see, Wisdom is a missionary.  She goes into the world to see out those who do not know God or how to please him, and she makes them feel welcome to come to the banquet of God.


Folly’s Invitation – v. 13-15


Look down the page to verses 13-15.  There is another invitation.  This one also comes from a Woman.  This is Foolishness or Folly.  Folly also has a house and a meal to offer.  


Where Wisdom is a dignified and considerate host, Folly is loud and uninformed.  She shouts out to people passing by.  


I think of her as being like Billy May, the salesman who used to shout to you from the TV to use Oxyclean.  You could hardly ignore Billy May because he had a voice you could hear in the far end of the house.


So Folly shouts out to those walking along the street.  Come in to my feast.


In fact, she says the exact same thing as Wisdom.  Verses 4 and 16 are the same – word for word.

“Let all who are simple come in here!”

she says to those who lack judgment.


Now can we conclude that Wisdom and Folly are two equal choices?  They seem much alike:  Two women, two houses, to dinners, to invitations.  How should someone decide between their invitations?  Does it even matter?

Here is an important lesson.  Two options can look alike, but be totally different.  On the surface there is only a difference of style, but underneath one choice is Life and the other is Death.


The bible calls us to Love God and Love our neighbors.  The world also talks about Love:  Love makes the world go around.  Love means never having to say you are sorry. What the world needs now is love, sweet love…  I Love New York.  I Love the Packers.  


But the love of God and the love of the Word are two opposite things.  We have to learn to look below the surface.


Jesus’ Invitation:  Jesus told a story about a banquet just like this in Luke 14:15-22.  A man had a great banquet prepared.  And like Wisdom he sent his servants to invite the guests to come.  However, his guests refused to come.  One said, “I just bought a new team of Oxen as part of the Cash for Nags program, and I have to break them in.  Another said, “I just got married and so I don’t have time for you now.  Another said, “I am buying up some repossessed houses, and I can’t be bothered with a banquet.  ‘Make hay while the sun shines.’”


So the host is angry and says to his servants, “If they won’t come, go find some people, bring the homeless and the unemployed.  Bring anyone you can by any means you can use and fill the place.”


Jesus was saying that God offered his salvation to the religious people, and they did not seem interested.  All that God had promised, going back to the Garden of Eden, was now to be fulfilled, and they were only interested in land and oxen.

So the Gospel will go to those who will accept it.


The point Jesus was making is this – Come if you are invited.

II. Two Banquets –


Each woman, Wisdom and Folly, offers the passer by a sample.  It is like shopping at Woodman’s on a Saturday.  There is the pizza guy giving samples and over in the dairy section the yogurt lady has her samples.  So in these verses Wisdom and Folly offer a sample of what they have to offer.


Wisdom – v. 5, 6

Come and eat the food and the drink that I have prepared.  So we see a well prepared and balanced meal laid out.  It looks and smells good.  It is a meal to sit and enjoy, not one to stuff in your mouth with one hand while you drive and send texts with your other.


She says that you have to turn from your old ways and accept the way of understanding.  


Wisdom’s invitation involves a choice and repentance.  To receive her meal, you need to give up what you used to live on.


Folly – v. 17

Now look at what Folly offers.

“Stolen water is sweet,

Food eaten in secret is delicious!”

It turns out that the two banquets are not at all alike.  Wisdom offers a   healthy, prepared and LEGAL meal.  Folly offers what is illegal, immoral and secret.  


Now the appeal of taking what is wrong is very strong.  There is something in human nature that makes us enjoy breaking the rules.


Which is better?  Are you better stealing what does not belong to you, or taking what you can receive legally?  Are you better off doing things in the dark because you don’t want to be seen? Or living in the light of truth before others?


You know the answer to that.


Jesus – Matthew 11:28-30 

Jesus also made an invitation.  He did not offer what is illegal or immoral.  He offered both rest for the weary and a light burden to carry:

    Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light." 

If you have been eating at Folly’s Table, you will find yourself labored and heavy laden.  That kind of life, which at first is exciting and daring, become exhausting.  So when you become tired of going up stream and against the grain, you can come to the Lord.  Change course and turn to the Author of Life and the true Wisdom and receive a welcome, a rest and a meal.

III. Where do they lead? 

Wisdom’s Wisdom – v. 7-12


Some commentators think that these verses are some kind of interruption to the story of two banquets.  I think they are more details of what Wisdom offers.  This information is not repeated for Folly – for one verse of her offerings is enough.  But this sample of wisdom gives us something to think about.


Rebuke – v 7-9.  A Mocker and wicked man will not tolerate rebuke.  In reading American History you discover that during hard times – such as war or a bad economy – a president might call for a day of prayer and fasting.  The idea is that we ought to confess before our Maker the injustices we are guilty and ask for his help in changing or ways.  


Try that today and people will mock at the idea of sin, or they will resent that their free choices are sinful.  Many will object to the very idea that anyone’s choices are wrong.


But a wise person accepts rebuke.  Wise people know that they are incomplete in their wisdom. They know that they are guilty of sin.  So they welcome rebuke the way a sick man welcomes medicine and a beggar welcomes a meal.


Reverence – v. 10.  Wisdom begins with Reverence for God.  The motto of Proverbs, which we found in Proverbs 1:7, is repeated here near the end of chapter 9.  Fear or Reverence for God is the starting place.  It is not dispensable, but necessary.  If we want to have true understanding of things, we will need to start with knowledge of the Holy One.


We have seen that God built the world by and for Wisdom.  So we need to have his knowledge to navigate it well.  Reverence and Knowledge of God is the road map we need.

Results – v. 11, 12.  Life comes from Wisdom.  Life is extended when we follow wisdom.  In the same way that life is extended by exercise, a healthy diet and the avoidance of addictions to drugs and tobacco.


And here is a reminder.  Life is not based on luck.  It is, in the long run, based on the principle found in verse 12.

If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you;

If you are a mocker, you alone will suffer.
Compare this to verse 18
But little do they know that the dead are there,

 that her guests are in the depths of the grave.

  Which banquet will you attend?  Which invitation will you accept?  Will you fall for Folly’s sales pitch?  That leads to death.  Will you take the gentle and insistent calls of Wisdom to be your path?  That will lead to life.


Jesus Said:  John 7:37-38
 

    On the last day of the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and cried out, "If anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. [38] Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 'Out of his heart will flow rivers of living water.'  . 
