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Our statement of faith says:

1. We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally existing in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His own glory.


This month we have focused on just the first half sentence. “We believe in one God, Creator of all things…”  We have found in Psalm 24:1 that because God is the Creator of all things, he also owns all things and all living creatures.  We have found in Psalm 121, that because God is the Creator of all things he has the power to overcome the obstacles in our paths.  We found in Isaiah 40 that because God is the creator of all things, that he is our secure hope, even in times of national calamity.


Today we move from the Old Testament to the New, and we turn to the Gospel of Mark.  What the New Testament adds to the old is that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, he is as well the Creator of all things, and he has the same power of the Creator that we saw in Isaiah 40, Psalm 121 and Psalm 24.
I.  Five Loaves and Two Fish – Mark 6:30-44


We enter this story after Jesus had sent out the 12 on their own, two by two, to minister to the towns and villages of Judea.  After they returned, Jesus called them to come away with him for a time of rest.

They were learning that there is a pace and a pulse to ministry.  A servant, a teacher a leader can not go, go, go continually.  Keeping at it without a rest, will cause the worker to wear out.  


So Jesus and the 12 took a fishing boat across the north side of the sea of Galilee.  They went from the West side, across the space where the Jordan River enters the sea, to a place on the north East side.  They were really in the middle of nowhere.


Ah… splendid isolation!.  However, that was not to be.  The crowds followed them into this wilderness place.  Because of Jesus ministry of teaching and healing, and because it had been multiplied through these 12 leaders, there was a throbbing mass of humanity eager for more.  So while the missionaries took a boat, the crowd scrambled across the shore, keeping an eye on the boat.


“I see, it, they are headed east.”  They said to each other.


So ministry interrupted their plans.  There was supposed to be a rest and a retreat, but here was an opportunity and a need.


Jesus looked on this mass of people and what HE saw was “sheep without a shepherd.”  


Sheep without a shepherd is not a good thing.  Sheep need guidance, protection and feeding.  Without it they are prone to get lost and to get hungry.


So Jesus gathered them and gave them what they most needed – he taught them.


I would like to have seen this.  Here was a crowd so hungry for the word of God that they followed the preachers after church, across the wilderness, and then gladly sat down for HOURS of teaching.  No, not for 30 minutes, but for hours!


By late afternoon, the disciples came to Jesus with a problem.  Here were all these people, but they had no food.  There was no food cart nearby.  They thought Jesus had certainly done enough, and that they ought to send the crowd away.  This is very practical advice.  


However, Jesus had another idea.  He said to the 12 – “You feed them.”  


“Us?” they asked.  It would take 8 months wages to feed this crowd.  You see the disciples were practical.  Peter, Andrew, James and John were small business owners.  Matthew was a tax collector.  They know how to do the numbers.

Jesus said, “What do you have?  Go and see.”  So the 12 set out to count their resources. Maybe people packed brown bag lunches.  Maybe someone brought fishing net. Do you think there was an American Express card?   All they could find was 5 loaves and 2 fish.  These were most like five small loaves and two small fish –  5 Kaiser buns and 2 sardines.


Jesus took over.  He had the disciples set the people out on the grassy hills in groups of 50s and 100s.  They he looked up to heaven and gave thanks for the food.  It is interesting, Jesus did not bless the food, he gave thanks for it.  If he used the traditional blessing on food he might have said, “Praise to You, O Lord our God, King of the World, for this bread that you have provided.”

Then Jesus took the 5 loaves and 2 fish that the disciples had found and he gave it back to them to give to the crowd. Somewhere in this giving it grew to be enough to feed everyone.   They did not divide it into crumbs either, for everyone ate and was satisfied, and there were 12 baskets left over.


This is the Feeding of the 5,000.  This is the only miracle story of Jesus that is in all four gospels.  There is something about this miracle that we should know – it is repeated 4 times.  There are some interesting lessons:
· The Lord is not limited by our resources –  
· The Lord uses his leaders to give out what he provides – leaders do not produce the blessing, we only give it out.

· But today I want to emphasize this:  The Lord Jesus, son of God, had the power of the creator.


Given enough time to grow wheat, to catch fish and to dry them, the 12 could have fed 5000 people.   Jesus did it immediately.


The Lord created heaven and earth by the power of his Word.  The Lord organized the Children of Israel into tribes, groups of 100 and 50 in the wilderness of Sinai, and every day for 40 years he sent them bread from heaven.


Jesus is both God and man.  He has all the power of the creator at his disposal.  We do not worship a Jesus who used psychology to get 5000 people to share their lunches that they had hidden – some claim that this is a miracle of generosity.  No he took what little there was and multiplied it to meet the need of everyone.  He can do that today!  This 4-times repeated story tells us a lesson that we should take with us and transfer to our lives, our needs, and our mission.

II. Take Courage, it is I – v. 45-52
