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We had a three minute experiment at Awana.  I took 7 kids on a walk.  We stopped in the parking lot and I asked, “What do you hear?” and they said, “A Car.”  We stopped by a tall tree and I asked, “What do you hear?”  They answered, “A bus.” And they said, “A Cricket.”  Then we went down to the river and stood on the canoe landing and I asked, “What do you hear?”  They said, “Tadpoles.” And the said, “The breeze in the leaves.”  

What we learned is that it is a little hard to hear the world speak when you live in the city!


Yet, the Bible tells us that God speaks to us.  He is there and he is not silent.  He communicates to us in two books.  The first book is the world of Nature.  That is what we were trying to listen to at Awana.  The second book is the Bible – a recorded of God’s history and teaching to Israel and to the Church.  This is what we are listening to today.


The book of nature and ht book of the Word of God are clearly laid out in today’s text, Psalm 19.

I.  This Fluent World – v. 1-6


This is wonderful poetry.  The psalm tells us that the world around is speaks and that it is very fluent.  It does not stammer in shyness, nor is it halting like one learning a new language.


Verbs – Look at the verbs used.  The heavens DECLARE, and they PROCLAIM.  They POUR FORTH SPEECH and they DISPLAY KNOWLEDGE.  There is no place where THEIR VOICE is not heard.  It GOES to all the world and to the ends of the earth.


It says that this is a Psalm of David – that does not always mean it is written by David – sometimes it is about David – or the “son of David.”  But let’s take David as a shepherd in the hills of Bethlehem, watching the sheep.  He could look up and see the moon, the stars and the planets.  He would watch through the months as the shapes of stars moved.  Have you ever been on a dark night in the country and looked up at this display?  Have you not heard it say “Praise to our Creator!”


Genesis tells us that God created the Sun and the stars.  They are not gods and they are not angels.  They are God’s creation, put there as signs of markers of the time that we live – by it we divide the years, the months and the seasons.  


Every day this show goes on.  It is the same and it is different every day.  The sun “rises” but one day behind clouds, others in a clear sky.  It might warm us in the winter cold or it might burn is in the summer heat.  And the stars are always there, to guide sailors and pilots.  Some think that migrating geese use them as well.


They do not speak with words – so that they can speak in every language and nation.  Everyone sees the Sun and Stars – America, Asia, Europe, Africa and the Islands all see them.


They penetrate to every corner.  


Sun. The Psalm takes special note of the Sun.  The sun is the most powerful force that we encounter every day.  Our world circles around it each year.  Our horizon turns to see it every morning.  It heats us, it nourishes the plants, and it gives health to the living beings.

Other nations worshipped the Sun – as it was the biggest and most powerful thing they could imaging.


The Bible tells us it is a servant and a messenger of God.  But here in the Psalm the Sun is like a bridegroom coming forth from his tent.  I have seen a lot of bride grooms, and every one of them smiles – maybe with a few nerves, and every one rejoices at the sight of the woman he loves approaching him ready to say “I do.”  


And the Sun is compared to a runner – not plodding like many of us, -- but rejoicing in the race.


And here is the kicker – “NOTHING IS HIDDEN FROM ITS HEAT.” 


Nature speaks fluently and universally.  There is no hiding.  So the Bible says that we are all held accountable.  We see the world, the sky, the sun and the moon – mountains and clouds, the cycle of water, the wonder of life, the power of a seed and the terror of a hidden virus.  These are preachers to us – LOOK AND SEE THE GLORY OF YOUR CREATOR.


II. This Complete Word - V. 7-11

This psalm switches suddenly from the heavens to the word of God.  If you look at these verses you see a treasure chest of vocabulary.  There are 6 nouns that distinguish parts of the word.  There are 8 adjectives that describe the scriptures and there are also 8 verbs that tell what they do.


What these words show is specificity.  They bring completeness.


Here is the difference between the revelation found in the heavens and the revelation found in the Word of God.


The heavens are universal, fluent, effervescent, but vague.  They speak of a creator – and almost every person who has ever lived has thought that there is a God – even in our scientific age, there is only a small percentage that do not believe in God.


But the Heavens do not give specifics.  For specific information you have to read the book.

We won’t examine all of these, but let’s take a couple of these sentences.


The Law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul. (v. 7a) Now the “law” here is the Torah – that is the Old Testament Scriptures.  And the Psalm says that these words are complete – without error and with out any missing parts.  The “Law” revives the soul.


The Law does this in a couple of ways.  It diagnoses our illness.  Certainly we know that the world and the people in it are ill.  There are wars, there is hatred, and there is death and illness.  The Law tells us this is because of Sin, and then it turns our attention to the Lord, who has the remedy.  The Law contained both the commandments that defined our sin, and the sacrifices, that paid the price for our sin.


The Law gives something else – where are we to go?  We need a map and a guide or we will get lost again.  The Law gives us this guidance.


The Statures of the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the simple. (v. 7b) Do you remember the simpleton what we found in Proverbs, how we was lured into sin by a woman of the streets.  If he had bothered to learn the statues of the Lord – “do not commit adultery” is the 7th Commandment – he would have known to steer clear of this temptation.  The word of God has the power to make wise those who are simple minded.


If you read all these expressions they create an intricate tapestry of truth and its benefits.  The Word of God is specific and it gives life, wisdom and direction.  It is dependable and what it offers is worth more than Gold and is sweeter than honey.


Notice v. 11.  The word of God is two edged.  On one edge it offers warning and on the other it offers reward.


“By them is your servant warned.”  So the “Thou Shalt Not” commands are a warning.  They are like a fence at the edge of a cliff – to keep you from falling to your death.


“In keeping them is great reward.”  So the commands come with a promise of blessing.  God rewards those who choose truth and wisdom.  

III. This Searching Lord – v. 12-14


The Psalmist is troubled at this point.  But why?  Here is the display of creation calling for us to consider out creator.  Here is the instruction of Scripture, giving warning and direction.  But is something missing?

Is it enough to know some information?  Can I read the biography of Bart Starr and then become a pro quarterback?  Can I read “the organic gardener” and all of a sudden get a green thumb?


Knowledge is incomplete by itself.

Moral knowledge is especially incomplete.  We lack the inner love of truth.  We lack the psychological purity.  We lack in the knowledge of ourselves.


There is a Yiddish word for a certain kind of person.  “He is a Big Knocker.”  A Big Knocker is a person who brags about how great, smart, rich, generous or clever he is.  He thinks he is God’s gift to humanity.  But he can not see what everyone else sees right away.  The Big Knocker is flawed.  He is not who he thinks he is.  He is a cartoon character, but he can not see it.


Do you want to be a big knocker?  The psalmist knew he had the potential.  


King David was “a man after God’s own heart.”  And yet for lust he committed adultery and plotted to kill a man.  He was ignorant of his sin – or he was good at ignoring it – until the Word of God came to him through the Prophet Nathan.  He told David a story of Injustice – and David wanted to know who it was that was guilty.  Nathan said, “You are that man!”   Then and only then did he see his guilt. 


We can learn from the stars.  We can learn from the scriptures.  But this also needs a personal intervention.  We need to seek out the merciful intervention of God.

The prayer goes like this – v. 13


“Keep your servant also from willful sins, and may they not rule over me.  Then I will be innocent of great transgressions.”


David invites God to search his heart, and to bring healing where there is sickness.  Bring order where there is Chaos.  Bring love where there is hate. Bring truth where there is ignorance.


God and only God can search our hearts.  We will fail.  

Abraham Lincoln explained how a Christian could quite the bible in support of Slavery by this proverb.  “If you put a gold coin on the bible, you can’t see the verse underneath.”  Greed blinded them.


We can put things beside coins on the page to hide what is underneath.  What we need is to let God apply the word to our hearts.


So David continues with this prayer.  It is often quoted by preachers, but it would be a good prayer for all of us to repeat.


“May the word of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,


Be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.” 

