 II Kings 22   NIV

The Lost Book

A.  Josiah Finds the Word of God

We believe God spoke 

Today we are going to read a story from the Dark Ages of Israel’s history.  A young king will be taking the throne after 50 years of moral and spiritual decay – corruption, ignorance, crime, murder and even the detestable acts of Child Sacrifice.  


 I will read from II Kings 22 and 23, get out a bible and follow along.  Between the sections, I will draw out a few comments, and again at the end.

1 Josiah i  was eight years old when he became king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter of Adaiah; she was from Bozkath. j   2 He did what was right k  in the eyes of the LORD and walked in all the ways of his father David, not turning aside to the right l  or to the left. 


3 In the eighteenth year of his reign, King Josiah sent the secretary, Shaphan m  son of Azaliah, the son of Meshullam, to the temple of the LORD. He said:  4 “Go up to Hilkiah n  the high priest and have him get ready the money that has been brought into the temple of the LORD, which the doorkeepers have collected o  from the people.  5 Have them entrust it to the men appointed to supervise the work on the temple. And have these men pay the workers who repair p  the temple of the LORD—  6 the carpenters, the builders and the masons. Also have them purchase timber and dressed stone to repair the temple. q   7 But they need not account for the money entrusted to them, because they are acting faithfully.” r  


8 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law s  in the temple of the LORD.” He gave it to Shaphan, who read it.  9 Then Shaphan the secretary went to the king and reported to him: “Your officials have paid out the money that was in the temple of the LORD and have entrusted it to the workers and supervisors at the temple.”  10 Then Shaphan the secretary informed the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan read from it in the presence of the king. t  


What is wrong with this sentence: “I have found the Book of the Law in the temple of the Lord.”   Simply this – the Temple should be the place where the Word of God is taught, and where the Worship of God is conducted in truth.  Whatever they were doing, it was not based on God’s word!

B.  Josiah Hears the Word of God

11 When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, u  he tore his robes.  12 He gave these orders to Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam v  son of Shaphan, Acbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the secretary and Asaiah the king’s attendant: w   13 “Go and inquire x  of the LORD for me and for the people and for all Judah about what is written in this book that has been found. Great is the LORD'S anger y  that burns against us because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book; they have not acted in accordance with all that is written there concerning us.” 


Josiah heard the Law, which promised God’s blessing on those who are faithful, and punishment on those who are faithless.  He realized immediately that He and his people were in deep trouble.  So he repented, and he sent his men to inquire of God – by seeking out the word of a Prophetess.
C.  Huldah, the Prophetess


14 Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Acbor, Shaphan and Asaiah went to speak to the prophetess z  Huldah, who was the wife of Shallum son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. She lived in Jerusalem, in the Second District. 


15 She said to them, “This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: Tell the man who sent you to me,  16 ‘This is what the LORD says:


I am going to bring disaster a  on this place and its people, according to everything written in the book b  the king of Judah has read.  17 Because they have forsaken c  me and burned incense to other gods and provoked me to anger by all the idols their hands have made, 61 my anger will burn against this place and will not be quenched.’  

D.  Huldah to Josiah


18 Tell the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire d  of the LORD, ‘This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says concerning the words you heard:  19 Because your heart was responsive and you humbled e  yourself before the LORD when you heard what I have spoken against this place and its people, that they would become accursed f  and laid waste, g  and because you tore your robes and wept in my presence, I have heard you, declares the LORD.  20 Therefore I will gather you to your fathers, and you will be buried in peace. h  Your eyes i  will not see all the disaster I am going to bring on this place.’ ” 


So they took her answer back to the king.  


The Prophetess has Good News and Bad News.  The Bad News is that it is too late for Jerusalem.  They have been so evil for so long that Judgment was unavoidable.  As God had said in the Book of the Law – when they disobey, he will sweep them from the Land.  Yet, it would be better for Josiah – he would not suffer the destruction that was coming.
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E.  Josiah Reads and Restores


 1 Then the king called together all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem.  2 He went up to the temple of the LORD with the men of Judah, the people of Jerusalem, the priests and the prophets—all the people from the least to the greatest. He read j  in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant, k  which had been found in the temple of the LORD. 

 3 The king stood by the pillar l  and renewed the covenant m  in the presence of the LORD—to follow n  the LORD and keep his commands, regulations and decrees with all his heart and all his soul, thus confirming the words of the covenant written in this book. Then all the people pledged themselves to the covenant. 


The Secretary, Shaphan had read the Book to Josiah – piercing his heart and sending him to the Lord for forgiveness and for wisdom. Now the King Himself gathers his leaders, and reads the same words to them.  Then he stands publicly before the Temple and pledges before God and before the Nation to keep the Law fully.  Even though the times were dark – he did not quit, but he pressed forward with obedience – leaving the result to God.


As I read this next section, listen for all the things that God’s people had been doing in and around the Temple of God.

F.  Josiah Acts


4 The king ordered Hilkiah the high priest, the priests next in rank and the doorkeepers o  to remove p  from the temple of the LORD all the articles made for Baal and Asherah and all the starry hosts. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields of the Kidron Valley and took the ashes to Bethel.  5 He did away with the pagan priests appointed by the kings of Judah to burn incense on the high places of the towns of Judah and on those around Jerusalem—those who burned incense q  to Baal, to the sun and moon, to the constellations and to all the starry hosts. r  s   6 He took the Asherah pole from the temple of the LORD to the Kidron Valley t  outside Jerusalem and burned it there. He ground it to powder u  and scattered the dust over the graves v  of the common people. w   7 He also tore down the quarters of the male shrine prostitutes, x  which were in the temple of the LORD and where women did weaving for Asherah. 


8 Josiah brought all the priests from the towns of Judah and desecrated the high places, from Geba y  to Beersheba, where the priests had burned incense. He broke down the shrines 62 at the gates—at the entrance to the Gate of Joshua, the city governor, which is on the left of the city gate.  9 Although the priests of the high places did not serve z  at the altar of the LORD in Jerusalem, they ate unleavened bread with their fellow priests. 


10 He desecrated Topheth, a  which was in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, b  so no one could use it to sacrifice his son c  or daughter in 63 the fire to Molech.  11 He removed from the entrance to the temple of the LORD the horses that the kings of Judah d  had dedicated to the sun. They were in the court near the room of an official named Nathan-Melech. Josiah then burned the chariots dedicated to the sun. e  


12 He pulled down f  the altars the kings of Judah had erected on the roof g  near the upper room of Ahaz, and the altars Manasseh had built in the two courts h  of the temple of the LORD. He removed them from there, smashed them to pieces and threw the rubble into the Kidron Valley. i   13 The king also desecrated the high places that were east of Jerusalem on the south of the Hill of Corruption—the ones Solomon j  king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the vile goddess of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the vile god of Moab, and for Molech 64 the detestable k  god of the people of Ammon. l   14 Josiah smashed m  the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles and covered the sites with human bones. n  


15 Even the altar o  at Bethel, the high place made by Jeroboam p  son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin—even that altar and high place he demolished. He burned the high place and ground it to powder, and burned the Asherah pole also.  16 Then Josiah q  looked around, and when he saw the tombs that were there on the hillside, he had the bones removed from them and burned on the altar to defile it, in accordance r  with the word of the LORD proclaimed by the man of God who foretold these things. 


17 The king asked, “What is that tombstone I see?” 


The men of the city said, “It marks the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and pronounced against the altar of Bethel the very things you have done to it.” 


18 “Leave it alone,” he said. “Don’t let anyone disturb his bones s  .” So they spared his bones and those of the prophet t  who had come from Samaria. 


19 Just as he had done at Bethel, Josiah removed and defiled all the shrines at the high places that the kings of Israel had built in the towns of Samaria that had provoked the LORD to anger.  20 Josiah slaughtered u  all the priests of those high places on the altars and burned human bones v  on them. Then he went back to Jerusalem. 


21 The king gave this order to all the people: “Celebrate the Passover w  to the LORD your God, as it is written in this Book of the Covenant.” x   22 Not since the days of the judges who led Israel, nor throughout the days of the kings of Israel and the kings of Judah, had any such Passover been observed.  23 But in the eighteenth year of King Josiah, this Passover was celebrated to the LORD in Jerusalem. y  


24 Furthermore, Josiah got rid of the mediums and spiritists, z  the household gods, a  the idols and all the other detestable b  things seen in Judah and Jerusalem. This he did to fulfill the requirements of the law written in the book that Hilkiah the priest had discovered in the temple of the LORD.  

Can you imagine?  The Temple was filled with idols to false Gods, in front of the temple, where the bonze sea of cleansing water should have stood, was a chariot and horses made of God to encourage worship of the Sun God!  Inside were idols of various kinds.  Around the temple were shrine prostitutes! Do I need to tell you what they did?  It is clear that they had not place in the Temple of God. The house of God had been degrade and debased.  Is it any surprise that the Book of God was lost in such a place?


So we listen to the writer of II Kings summarize God’s evaluation of Josiah and Jerusalem.

G.  Josiah Accepted

25 Neither before nor after Josiah was there a king like him who turned c  to the LORD as he did—with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his strength, in accordance with all the Law of Moses. d  


Josiah kept the “Shema” the Greatest commandment – found in Deuteronomy and Quoted by Jesus as the first commandment.  “you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul and with all your strength.”

H.  Jerusalem Rejected


26 Nevertheless, the LORD did not turn away from the heat of his fierce anger, e  which burned against Judah because of all that Manasseh f  had done to provoke him to anger.  27 So the LORD said, “I will remove g  Judah also from my presence h  as I removed Israel, and I will reject i  Jerusalem, the city I chose, and this temple, about which I said, ‘There shall my Name be.’ 65 ’” 


Is it ever too late to repent?  We see here that God was willing to accept the repentance of individuals.  Josiah and some others remained faithful.  But there comes a time for a nation and sometimes for a Church, where the Glory of God departs, and all that is left is the shell.  


28 As for the other events of Josiah’s reign, and all he did, are they not written in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah? 


29 While Josiah was king, Pharaoh Neco j  king of Egypt went up to the Euphrates River to help the king of Assyria. King Josiah marched out to meet him in battle, but Neco faced him and killed him at Megiddo. k   30 Josiah’s servants brought his body in a chariot l  from Megiddo to Jerusalem and buried him in his own tomb. And the people of the land took Jehoahaz son of Josiah and anointed him and made him king in place of his father.
II.  Your Heart his Temple?


I want to make this comparison.  The Temple was the place where God was present with his people to bless them.  In the New Testament, the Holy Spirit lives, not in temples, but in us.


If you trust in Christ, the Holy Spirit lives in you.  In face, through the Spirit the Father and the Son live in your hearts.


So the application for us is about our hearts.  Here are a series of questions.  Listen to these and answer them honestly.  After the last Question, I will give a minute to think, and then we will pray.

· What Idols are Present in your heart?
· What darkness is present in your life?
· Have you heard the Word of God?
· Have you inquired of the Lord?

· Have you re-established your relationship with God?

· Have you been tearing down what is evil and building up what is of God?

