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I want to review.  On the screen you will see the logo for this sermon series.  We are covering the Statement of Faith of our church, so in the center is the statement “We Believe”


There are two sentences above and below.  “God Created and Spoke to us about Jesus our Savior.  The Spirit unites us in Love, in Hope and in Mission.”  We heard “God Created” last month.  We are hearing about “God Spoke” this month.  Next Month we will see how God spoke “To Us”.


If you learn these two sentences, they can serve to remind you of some of our core beliefs.  So repeat with me:

.  “God Created and Spoke to us about Jesus our Savior.

The Spirit unites us in Love, in Hope and in Mission.”

For a number of years I have taken the last Sunday in April to name a Theologian of the Year.  I choose this date, because Halloween, which is next Saturday, is also important for another reason.  On October 31, 1517, Martin Luther set the Protestant Reformation in motion when he posted 95 theological statements on the church door in Wittenberg, Germany.   So each year on the Sunday before Halloween I name a Theologian of the Year.

This year it is a Biblical Author


The theologian of the Year is Habakkuk.


The only way that we know about Habakkuk is by his book, and he tells us nothing about himself.  However we will look at his book today, and in one of the most important verses in the Bible.

I.  Habakkuk, 


A.  Theologian.


I want to tell you why I call Habakkuk a theologian.


Theology is the study of God – “Theos “is Greek for God.  “Logos” means word, teaching or study.  So Theology is the Study of God.  Biology is the Study of Life and Anthropology is the study of human beings.”

A Theologian is someone who studies and thinks about God.  A person can be a great theologian and not be a believer.  I sometimes learn from secular scholars of the Bible and of Theology.  


However a great Theologian has some other qualities.  That person must believe – for otherwise it is only an intellectual exercise.  To Know God as the Bible speaks of it, involves not just the mind, but the whole person.  A Theologian should also think deeply, ask difficult questions, research well, know the scripture, and be able to teach it well.


Habakkuk has all of these qualities.  I want to show you this by his work.  You will find Habakkuk among the 12 Minor Prophets in the Old Testament.  Major Prophets wrote more and got their own books.  The 12 Minor Prophets wrote smaller books, and all of those fit onto one Scroll.  He is the 8th – Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum and Habakkuk.  Or if you prefer turn to p.1456 in the pew bibles.

B.  Burden.

Verse 1 calls this an “Oracle” but the literal meaning is Burden.  Habakkuk lived in difficult times, and his theological questions were heavy, the sprit of God was heavy on his heart about his people and their future, and God’s message to Israel was heavy.  So “Burden” describes well the weight of the message.


C.  Chapter 1 – Questions and Answers.  Chapter 1 has two questions from Habakkuk and two answers from God

Question One (v. 2-4) - How Long?

In these verses, the prophet is asking God why he tolerates sin and evil among the people.  He sees false religion.  He sees injustice.  He sees lies where there should be truth.  He sees people taking advantage of each other, where God had called them to live in brotherhood as the Children of God.


“How long, O Lord, must I call for help,


But you do not listen?”


Perhaps you have been burdened by this kind of prayer.  You are concerned about someone you live – you pray for him or for her, you share the word, but nothing seems to happen.  So you say, “How long, O Lord?”

Answer One (v. 5-11) – Soon, Very Soon.

The Lord gives an answer to Habakkuk.  For he has asked a good question  Based on what he knew of the Law, God would not tolerate evil in his people, but promised to being justice.  The Lord answers, that Habakkuk should look up and see what is about to happen.


“Look at the nations and watch –


And be utterly amazed.”

So the Lord tells his prophet what he has planned.  To keep his warnings that he would not ignore sin, he will raise up a nation – the Babylonians – who will sweep through the world grasping kings and kingdoms, collecting them like a hunter collects trophies.  This people will sweep in and bring judgment on Judea.


Often people accuse God of weakness because he does not act rapidly.  Very often God is acting – but he is working behind the scenes, or within the heart.  Sometimes he is working slowly, because Justice when it arrives is unforgiving.  Habakkuk had call for justice, and now God is sending Justice with the armies of Babylon.

Question Two (v.12-17) – Why Them?

Habakkuk is appalled at what he hears from the Lord.  He is not only frightened.  If you heard that an invading army of superior speed and power was coming against your country – you would be afraid.  Habakkuk is also troubled.  He is troubled because he is a Theologian.  This answer from God does not fit what he knows about God.


v. 13 “Your eyes are too pure to look on Evil.”   Habakkuk knows that God is, in the words  of Isaiah, the Holy One of Israel.  He knows as Abraham said, “Will not the judge of all the earth do what is right.”  He knows with Moses that God will not tolerate evil in his presence.


So how can he do this?  How can he allow a ruthless war-monger come against Judea?


V. 13b “Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up those more righteous than themselves.”

He goes on to compare Israel to fish in the sea.  And Babylon is like a fisher man who catches them in his net.  Babylon is so happy with his nets and the wealth he brings, that he worships his nets as one would a God.

So Habakkuk, the theologian faces a very hard question.   Would god use a greater evil to deal with a lesser evil?  Would god use wicked Babylon to pillage his disobedient children?


He does not know how to answer this question.  There ends Chapter 1.


D.  Chapter 2 – Habakkuk Stands and God Answers

“I will stand” – Habakkuk

Habakkuk says to the Lord – “I am going to stand here, on the walls of the city,  I am going to wait until I get an answer.”


That is moxy.  That is chutzpah.  Before God Almighty, Habakkuk stands and demands and answer.


He is not the only one to inquire.  Moses said, “How can you punish these people?  Don’t punish them, punish me instead!”  Job persisted in the presence of his friends pursuing the question of why God allowed all the tragedies of his life to occur – he complained and he persisted.  Abraham saw that Judgmetn was about to fall of Sodom, so he negotiated  with God Almighty so that if only 10 good people could be found, God would save the city.


Sometimes – I would not say all the time – but sometimes God compels us to stand, ask and wait.  This was such a time for Habakkuk


“Write this down” -- God


So rather than zapping Habakkuk with lightening, God sends him an answer.  He says to Habakkuk – “Write this that I am about to tell you on tablets in big letters. Write it so big that a runner can read it without stopping.  Let everyone know what I am about to tell you.”

The Answer is verse 4:


“See he is puffed up; his desires are not right –


But the righteous will live by his faith.”

God’s answer has two parts:


Babylon is puffed up, that is, he is arrogant.



His desires are not right nor are they just.


From verses 5 through 17, the rest of chapter 2 God spillsout 5 Woes – five distinct words of judgment on Babylon.  He says that even though Babylon is his chosen instrument of judgment, Babylon too will be judged.


“But the righteous will live by his faith.”


As Habakkuk had faith that God would give him an answer.  He asked and he waited for the answer to come.  This was a very bold faith.


So all those who are righteous need to live by faith.


Habakkuk’s’ response to God is given in Chapter 3 – this is a powerful hymn of Praise to God.


In that Hymn we find Habakkuk saying

“Lord I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, O Lord,

Renew them in our day, in our day make them know,

In wrath remember mercy.”  V. 2


Oh Lord, he is praying, in this time of darkness, can you restore us to where we once where, when you first brought us into this land flowing with milk and honey, when we first had a taste of freedom.  Can you remember mercy on your children?


He concludes the hymn with these words – these are words of Faith – they are the words of a person who does not depend on what he can see, or on what he can do, but on God alone.


16 I heard and my heart pounded, 





my lips quivered at the sound; 



decay crept into my bones, 





and my legs trembled.  



Yet I will wait patiently   for the day of calamity 





to come on the nation invading us. 



17 Though the fig tree does not bud 





and there are no grapes on the vines, 



though the olive crop fails 





and the fields produce no food,  



though there are no sheep in the pen 





and no cattle in the stalls,  



18 yet I will rejoice in the LORD,  





I will be joyful in God my Savior. 


19 The Sovereign LORD is my strength;   





he makes my feet like the feet of a deer, 





he enables me to go on the heights
Here is the Theology of Habakkuk

The Wicked are those who rely on themselves, and they are not right.



These do not have life.


The Right living are those, not trusting in themselves, trust in God.



These live by faith.

II.  The New Testament


Three passages in the New Testament quote Habakkuk 2:4.  Each makes a distinct point from Habakkuk’s theology – The Just shall live by Faith.

Hebrews 10:38-39 says:  Don’t shrink Back, but believe and be saved.

38 But my righteous one  will live by faith.   And if he shrinks back,  I will not be pleased with him.”    39 But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.
Galatians 3:11 says: Don’t trust in what you can do, live by faith not by works.

     11 Clearly no one is justified before God by the law,  because, “The righteous will live by faith.”
Romans 1:16-17 says, that all that is given to us By God is by Faith, our righteousness is not earned by us, it is given to us, when we trust in Christ.
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel,   because it is the power of God   for the salvation of everyone who believes:  first for the Jew,  then for the Gentile.   17 For in the gospel righteousness from God is revealed,   a righteousness that is by faith   from first to last,  just as it is written: “The righteous will live by faith.”

Habakkuk sought an answer from God – God had burdened him to seek it in his day, and he gave Habakkuk the answer.


This answer has been echoed in the New Testament.


This answer was the thing that kicked off the reformation of the church – when it lived in the darkness of self-saving legalism.


This answer is clear.


 Hear and believe this: 


The just shall live by faith.

