We Believe: God Spoke
Hebrews 1:1-4
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The book of Hebrews starts with a powerful statement.  Let’s read Hebrews 1:1-4.  R.


I want us to think about verse 1 and then about verse 2.  Verse one says that God has spoken in the past with different voices.  Verse two says that these different verses all say the same thing:  Trust in Jesus Christ.

I.  God has spoken in many voices.


I began to count the ways in which God has spoken.  The obvious answer is the Bible – we believe that God has spoken to us what we most need to know in the Bible.  So the answer is “one voice”?


No, there is more.


I began to count from the Bible different ways that God spoke.  My current list is over 22 ways.  If I keep thinking and collecting ways that God has spoken to us, there will be more than 22.


I would like to go over some of these.  Don’t try to write these all down.  Just listen and get the idea.  The Point is that God has spoken with many different voices.


  Yes & No.  The very first command God gave was in Genesis 1:28 when he told Adam and Eve to go, to be fruitful and to multiply.  The very first “no” that God gave is found in the next chapter – they could eat from any tree, except from one – that tree, when eaten, would bring death.


Blessing & Curse.  In Genesis 1:28 it says that God Blessed Adam and Eve – there are many times where God blesses people – that is he gives them some good thing.  Yet God also curses – the very first curses are found in Genesis 3, where God punishes Satan, Adam and Eve for the disobedience in the Garden of Eden.


Dividing & Uniting.  As people multiplied in number, they became proud and tried to build a tower that would unite them and make them as powerful as God.  So God confused their languages and spread them across the earth.  Yet, when he called Abraham, he promised to bring all nations together to receive his blessing.

Stars to count & stars to Follow.  God later spoke with Abraham and promised him many descendants.  Abraham found it hard to believe, because he and Sarah had no children.  So God said, go out and count the stars.  Abraham counted and God said, your descendants will be more than the stars – Abraham believed.  Later, there were wise men that saw a star that did not fit their star chats – they followed that Star and found Jesus, and worshipped him.


A Flood & A Drought – In Genesis 9 God calls Noah to build a boat to save his family and many animals.  Then he sent a flood that killed everyone, except Noah and his family – the world had to start over with these few people.  In I Kings 18 God gave Elijah the power to stop the rain so that the Children of Israel would know that they had disobeyed his commands.


Stone Tablets & Heavenly Visions.  God gave the 10 commandments written on stone.  He carved the stone himself, so that it contained the 10 things that summarized the rest of his laws.  In Isaiah 6, the Prophet was taken in a vision to Heaven, where he saw the holiness of God on display, and received his call to preach.


Thunder & Whisper.   When Israel assembled around Mt Sinai to receive the 10 Commandments, God’s voice sounded loud like thunder.  Thunder can be so loud that it knocks you off your feet.  It can rain so hard that you can’t keep up with it with your windshield wipers.  Yet when God wanted to speak to Elijah, he did not speak through an earthquake, a wind storm or through fire.  He spoke in a whisper, and he told Elijah what to do and say next.

Studies & Songs.  The book of Proverbs begins with a call to study hard to learn wisdom from the Book of God – wisdom is available to all, but you have to be willing to study.  Psalms are songs that were sung to God in the Temple – and these songs contain many truths and promises.


Plagues & Healings – In Exodus God used Moses to send terrible plagues on the people.  He sent frogs, flies, blood and darkness among others to show his power to the Man who thought he was a God – the King of Egypt.  Yet, through Elijah and Elisha God healed the sick and fed the poor.


Angels & a Donkey – Many times God spoke through Angels – the most famous Angels are those we talk about at Christmas time – The angels announced the birth of Jesus before it happened and sang “Glory to God in the highest” afterward.  In the book of Numbers, one man was so stubborn, that God caused his donkey to talk to him.  Even the donkey was smart enough to know that you should listen to God.

Nature & the Bible – one place says that God has spoken to us through two voices.  Psalm 19 says that the Heavens declare the Glory of God.  So the Stars and moon, the plants and animals, the wonders of the sky, the ocean and the land all speak of the power and wisdom of the Creator.  Psalm 19 also goes on the say that God’s written words are powerful, pure and life giving.  God speaks through nature, but he speaks most clearly through the Bible.


Summary: That is my list of 22 voices.  Why is this important? 


 It shows that it is very important to God that he tell us things.  He is hidden and he is not silent.  He wants to tell us many things, and it is possible for us to listen and learn.

It shows that God can find a way to speak to anyone – We believe that the Bible contains all that we need to know about God – but the bible, when we read it is the record of all of these 22 ways that God has spoken – and of others as well.


These 22 voices show that it is important that we listen!

II. All these different voices say one thing – v. 2


Today many people think that we can listen to any voice we hear – They are open to any spirit.  They say that all religions tell the truth.  They say that God is talking to us through what we hear in the world.  Some think that if most pople think something is true, they must be right. 


But there are many other voices we can listen to that are not truthful.

Satan did not tell the truth, nor will he in the future.

People can believe lies, and will in the future.


Songs contain false ideas.


Preachers and other Spiritual leaders say things that are not true.


Traditions contain good things mixes with bad things.

TV sends good and evil all mixed up together.


Movie stars and Celebrities are famous, but not for being wise.

But the Bible speaks one message.  I showed you that the Bible spoke with 22 voices.  These voices, if they did not agree would be like a school room without a teacher.


Have you ever been in a class where the kids had no teacher? Or maybe they had a substitute teacher who did not know how to keep them under control.  It is totally chaos.


God’s voices are more like a choir.  A choir can have 4 or 40 or 400 voices.  But all these voices work together to sing one song with one message.


Hebrews 1:2 says, “…but in these last days God has spoken to us about his Son…”


The Book of Hebrews shows that the voices of the Old Testament were all predicting that there would be a great Prophet, Priest and King.  All the voices of the Bible were in agreement.  There was someone coming who would bring us the truth the way and the life.


That one is Jesus – he is known by many names in the bible:  the messiah, Immanuel, the Servant, the Son, and so forth.  All these names describe one person.

So we believe that God can speak, and that all the voices he used to speak tell one complete message.  They tell us to trust in Jesus.


Genesis 3:15 is the first word – God said that a male childe of Eve would destroy the devil.  He said that while he was punishing Satan, Adam and Eve.  Matthew is the first Gospel to record that this child came, lived a holy life, died, rose from the dead and went to be with God.  Revelation tells of the future, when Jesus will return.  The last word in the bible is :  “Come, Lord Jesus.”

