A Little Lower than the Angels
Psalm 8

November 8, 2009


God Created and Spoke to Us.  We saw last Sunday that men and women are created in the Image of God.  I tried to show that there is no simple definition of the “image of God” but that we have to observe who God is and what the scripture says.  So today we will follow up that statement in Genesis with a Psalm.


This Psalm is an echo of Genesis 1.  In my Hebrew text, I have circled words 13 times which directly allude to the creation account.  At the center of the psalm is this question:  Who are we?


I want to remind you of the teaching of our church. Here is the third statement of the EFCA Statement of Faith –

The Human Condition

 We believe that God created Adam and Eve in His image, but they sinned when tempted by Satan. In union with Adam, human beings are sinners by nature and by choice, alienated from God, and under His wrath. Only through God’s saving work in Jesus Christ can we be rescued, reconciled and renewed.


So we turn to Psalm 8 – (read)

I.  Praise – v. 1-2


The first two verses are powerful and memorable words of Praise to God.  These are words that have been made into songs – We will end our service with one of those – “O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.”  And “Majesty, worship his Majesty…” come to mind right away.


And for good reason, because Psalm 8 has taken Genesis 1 and turned it into Praise.  This Psalm is attributed to David – who had lots of time with his sheep to look up into the heavens, he had lots of enemies to face, he know about the birds and the creatures that roam the earth.


I wonder when we get to Heaven if we can have a Hymn Sing and request David to play his harp and sing it for us!  Maybe the Gaithers will join him for a verse, and then Todd Agnew.  I’d buy a ticket for that concert!


Psalm 8 is a HYMN.  I don’t mean the musical style of Hymn, but the poetic Genre of hymn.  And a Hymn is a song of Praise to God.  Whether Psalm 8 is put to the harp, the organ or electric guitar, it is a Hymn that calls us to worship God for his greatness and for his wonderful works.


Of what good is that?  There are some Ebenezer Scrooges (Skeptics) among us who say, (“Bah, Humbug.)  What good is worship?  We have serious business to attend to.”   But Ebenezer, as usual is wrong.  There is no more important business than to attend to the worship of God.  I did not say “attend” but “attend to” worship.


There is a story about Abraham Lincoln.  During the serious business of the Civil war, there were many deaths and many medical crises.  Some wanted all the churches to be closed and turned into hospitals.  Lincoln would not allow that because he said that, now more than ever, the people needed their time of Worship and prayer.  So they found other ways to house the wounded.


The Psalm declares that God’s glory is majestically portrayed in the heavens.  So I have set the text over a telescopic photograph of the night sky.  God is grandly and majestically praised by the sun, moon and Stars, as we saw in Psalm 19.  All the earth belongs to him as well, as we learned in Psalm 24.


But it is not just by strength that God is magnified – he is praised by the mouths of children and nursing babies.  David says that their praise is actually a bulwark of strength.  The word “praise” in verse 2 in the NIV, is literally “strength” or ‘bulwark.”  


The praise of Infants are like the walls of a city in their defense against their foes.


What does this mean?  One thinks of Jesus being praised by Children on Palm Sunday, even as the powerful forces of religion and state conspired to kill him.  Well, who won that battle?


What Psalm 8 is telling us is that Worship and Praise are powerful forces – even when wielded by the weakest and smallest among us.


The pagan seeker Augustine heard a child singing while playing a childs game – maybe it was an ancient Roman game like Jacks – the voice said pick it up.  So he picked up the New Testament he was reading and came to meet the Living God.


God used a child’s song to convert this pagan seeker into one of his most powerful theologians.

II.  Question – v. 3-5

The Psalm turns from the creation of the Cosmos to the creation of Man.  We saw in Genesis 1 that the final act of creation was the making of Humanity – Adam and Eve – in his image and likeness.


And so he turns from looking into the star filled night sky and wonders who he is.




3 When I consider your heavens, 



the work of your fingers,  



the moon and the stars,   




which you have set in place, 



4 what is man that you are mindful of him, 





the son of man that you care for him?

The majesty of the heavens have only increased since the day of David, the Shepherd of Israel.  The naked human eye can see and count about 5,000 stars.  And there ahs always been avid curiousity about the stars and their movements.  So much so that human beings of all cultures have given names and made up stories about the star clusters.  What 5 year old has not delighted to see the Big Dipper, and laughed when told that it is also called the Big Bear?

When the telescope was invented – which was first a tool for sailers – and then it was turned upward to the heavens, the number of stars multipled to over 100,000.  Then larger and lager telesopes were made and the numbers grew.  Then we sent up the Hubble Space Telescope.  So now we velieve there are as many galaxies as Galileo thought there were stars.


When we see this vastness, what are we to think?  


Oh, how small we are!


Historians describe the humiliation of Humanity – when we thought the universe revolved around our earth each day, we thought we were important.  If all the stars move around us, we have to be the Center!  However, now we know we live on one sphere that orbits around a rather average star, which is part of a typical Galaxy, out of the millions of galaxies in the heavens.  


So, some have concluded that we are nothing.  We are no more important than a speck of dust in the wind.


However, this is not what God says!


5 You made him a little lower than the heavenly beings   



and crowned him with glory and honor.  

A little lower than the Angels?  What does he mean?  


We go back to Genesis 2.  God formed the man out of the dust of the earth – so he was really a pile of dust!  Then he breathed into him the breath of life.  Human Beings are material beings – made out of the stuff of the earth.   But we also have the breath of Life.


We go back to Genesis 1 and see that God declares that human beings have been made in his image and likeness.  There they are given the command to be fruitful, to multiply and fill the earth, and to rule over God’s creation.

Now the word translated “heavenly beings” is a startling word.  It is the Hebrew word “elohim”.  That is the same word used for God.  “Elohim” created the world in Genesis 1.   We have been made a little lower than “Elohim”.  So that can be translated as “Heavenly Beings” or it can be translated “God”!


I prefer the second translation because it is followed with the statement , “and crowned him with glory and honor”.   To whom belongs Glory and honor?  To God, of course.  Sometimes when a person met an angel, they wanted to worship that glorious creature, but they are stopped – only God is worthy of our praise.  To God belongs all glory and honor.


So David asks – when I see the glory of the heavens, what am I that I should be made a little lower than God and be given glory and honor?


What kind of answer is there to this?

III.  Answer – v. 6-8

The Psalm provides the answer – 



6 You made him ruler  over the works of your hands; 


you put everything under his feet:  


7 all flocks and herds,   



and the beasts of the field,  


8 the birds of the air, 



and the fish of the sea,  



all that swim the paths of the seas.

God has placed as  over all of God’s creation!  


Let me repeat:  God has placed us over all of God’s creation!


God created a world in Genesis 1 and said 7 times that it was good – the final time, when he had made Man, he said it was very good.  This good earth was given to Adam to rule.  He with Eve and with all their descendants were to role over everything. 


All the earth was under their feet – like Kings who had their subjects bow at their feet, so the earth would bow to man.


So we see this in effect.  We do hve flocks and herds in the fields.   When I lived in the state of Montana, I learned that there were more cattle there than people!   If animals could vote, the people would have been outnumbered!


We have trained birds – some are domesticated for food and to produce eggs.  Some have birds in cages in their homes.  Some birds have been taught to imitate human speck.


We fish the seas – from the small fish that swim in the Yahara River next to the church, to the whales that are still hunted on the open ocean.


How do you think we have done in this role?   How are the animals and the fish doing?  How are the seas and the fields?  Do the people who rule get along with each other?  Do other couples, other than Adam and Eve get along?  Are the children happy?


No – not so much.  The Story of Creation in Genesis 1 and 2, is followed by the story of Sin in Genesis 3.  


We know that the first humans rebelled against the one clear rule god gave them.  As a result the world was put under a curse.


Adam who was to rule as king, sinned and became less than he was.


The Kingdom of Adam has been despoiled.  We have not just harvested trees, but have eliminated whole forests.  We have not just fished the seas, but we are in danger of over fishing the seas.  We have not just breathed the air, but we have filled it with smoke and carbon. 


Psalm 8 does not dwell on the Negative, but the positive.  It is saying to us, that despite our failures, we are still this being that God considers a little less than God.


This raises for us a few questions to consider:


1.  What domain has God given you?  For example the career you have, your family, and your possessions.  Do you govern these resources well?  
 
If your are gifted in a practical career such as engineering or construction, or if you are gifted artistically or musically, or if you are good with finances or computers – have you thought about what it means to pursue these careers as one made In God’s Image?  


2. What responsibility to God’s Creation do we have?  If it is made by god and we are responsible for it – do we leave it in a better or worse state than we received it?

My Uncle Levi has the farm that my Father’s family lived on.  It has been in the family for over 100 years.  Levi cares for that land, and over the years did many things to conserve the soil and keep it healthy.  He believes in God, nad he looks to a home in heaven, but he also cares for his land as a trust from God.

IV.  Praise – v. 9


The Psalm ends by retuning to the Beginning.  This is a profound statement.  The answer to the questions I have posed will also be found by returning to the Beginning.


Do you want to know what Domain God has given you?


Do you want to know how to care for God’s Creation?


Return to the knowledge and worship of your Creator


9 O LORD, our Lord, 



how majestic is your name in all the earth!
