Our Righteousness
Jeremiah 23:5, 6

This year the darkest day of the year will be December 21.  That is when the night will be the longest and the day will be the shortest.  You have already noticed that it is getting dark by about 4:30 in the afternoon.  


Yet it is in this season that we celebrate Christmas.  The truth is that we do not know when Jesus was born.  The Bible tells us that he was born, but not when.  


December 25 was chosen, because that day comes during this dark time of the year.  Christmas is like a light in the darkness.


Isaiah said it this way - Isaiah 9:2 

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shined.


Often God waits to reveal his glory until the times are dark.  Maybe it is when you need help that you turn to God and find to your surprise that he can answer your prayers.  


Today we will read from the Prophet Jeremiah.  His message in Chapter 22 and 23 is about the darkness of his times.  Yet in the middle of the darkness he lights a candle of hope.

5 “The days are coming,” declares the LORD,

“when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch,

a King who will reign   wisely

and do what is just and right in the land.
6 In his days Judah will be saved

and Israel will live in safety.

This is the name by which he will be called:

The LORD Our Righteousness.

I want to say three things about this light in the darkness.

I.  This was a time of Bad Kings 


That last good king in Jerusalem was Josiah.  He rebuilt the temple of God.  He cleaned out all the false gods and lies from the temple and from the city.  When he died in a battle, he was followed by four kings in a row.  All of these were bad.  We can find out about them in the book of 22 Kings chapters 23 and 24.


Jehoahaz - 2 Kings 23:31-32 

    Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.…  And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

Jehoiakim – 2 Kings 23:36-37 

    Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem….And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his fathers had done. 

Jehoiachin - 2 Kings 24:8-9 

    Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem…. And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that his father had done. 

Zedekiah - 2 Kings 24:18-20 

    Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem…. And he did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to all that Jehoiakim had done. [20] For because of the anger of the Lord it came to the point in Jerusalem and Judah that [The Lord] cast them out from his presence.


This was a time for darkness.  The people did not serve God, but they served themselves.  The Kings did not serve the Lord, but they served themselves.  They did not trust in God – as Josiah had called them to do.  They decided to trust in Egypt and in Babylon.  In the end God cast them out of the land and allowed the King of Babylon to defeat them and remove them from their land


Israel lived as foreigners in a land they did not know among people that they did not understand.


God had taken the family tree of David and had cut if down so there was only a stump.  Yet, in this dark time, God had a spark of light – he had a promise to Give.
II.  A Righteous Branch – Jer 23:5


If you have ever cut down a bush or a tree, you will discover that they can re-grow from the stump.  


This is what God was saying through Jeremiah.  That even though the family tree of David was cut off, there would be new growth.


Let’s look at the first part – Jer 23:5

“The days are coming,” declares the LORD,

“when I will raise up to David  a righteous Branch, 
a King  who will reign  wisely

and do what is just and right  in the land.

This is good news.  After all those bad kings, there would be a new King who would be wise and would do the right things.

But there is a problem.  Zedekiah was the last king  in Jerusalem in the family of David.  Even when people came back to Jerusalem they did not have a king from David’s family.


So where would this king come from?  This new King who is wise and just is Jesus.  


In the dark times of Jerusalem’s history, a candle was lit to promise that there would come a day when a son of David would reign and do what is right.


Jesus is that branch from the stump.  He is that King.

III. Results – Jeremiah 23:6
6 In his days Judah will be saved

and Israel will live in safety. 
This is the name  by which he will be called:

The LORD Our Righteousness

Jeremiah also told the people what this new King would do.  He says three things about this king.


He will save them.


He will make them save.


He will be their righteousness.


When Jesus was born, the people were looking for this great king.  He is called the Messiah.  In the Hebrew Language, Messiah means “anointed one”.  This refers to the oil that was poured on the heads of the kings when they took office.


Our Presidents put their hands on a bible and make a promise.


Kings in Israel had holy oil poured over them. This oil represents the blessing and the wisdom of God – what they needed to be good kings.


Jesus was anointed by God to be King.  But he did not rule like the other kings.  He did not have a palace.  All kings raise taxes so they can have an army to defend the country.  Usually they have a fancy house, called a place.  They live in luxury, wear rich clothes and eat rich food.   Often Kings have many wives.

Jesus did not have a place  - he worked at home with is Father as a carpenter until he began his ministry.  Then he was without a home.  He said that even the foxes and the birds have homes, but he had no place to call home.


He did not have riches or an army or any of the rest.


Jesus came to Save.


He saved people from their sicknesses.  The Bible shows many examples of how he healed the sick.  Everyone who came to him to be healed was healed.  Every one.


He saved people from Ignorance.  Jesus taught the people.  He taught in many ways – with commands, with stories and with wise sayings.  He sometimes talked to large groups, and sometimes to just one person – like Nicodemus  and the Woman at the Well.


Jesus made people safe.


There is much to worry about in the world.  Jesus  brought peace to the hearts of people.  He taught that we can trust God as a loving and good Father who will provide our needs.  When you lose a job or get sick or your child gets a D at school – you can take your problems to God.  He will provide your needs.

He will be our righteousness.


This is interesting.  The last bad king of Israel was named Zedekiah.  That means, “the lord is righteous. zedek- means righteous.  -iah is short for Yahweh – the name of God.  Zedekiah did not believe that.  He had the name, but did not live that way.


So God said that a King would come and his name would be “The Lord our righteousness.”  Instead of Zedekiah the evil king, they would have a king named “Yahweh Zedkenu”   that has three parts: Yahweh – the Lord; zedek – righteous; -nu means “our”.  The Lord, our Righteousness.

What does this mean?


It means the very truth we repeat when we come to take communion together.


We are not righteous.  We are sinners.


We come to share at the Lord ’s Table because we have sinned.


Jesus is righteous.  


He was righteous and so his body was offered as the Lamb of God.


His blood was pure and could pay for our sins.


So we can say, The Lord Jesus is our Righteousness.

There is darkness in our time.  People are caught in sin.  


Jesus is the Light that shines in the darkness.


When you, no matter how bad you have been, come and believe in Jesus, you  are saved, you are made secure.  You can say,
“Jesus is my Righteousness.”

