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When Bill Gates had made billions of dollars through the software that runs over 90% of all computers in the world, he asked, “What should I do?”   So he and his wife started the Bill and Melinda Gates foundation – which gives grants to various causes and charities.


Warren Buffet, who made billions in the stock market, has joined with the Gates foundation.  


Often hospitals and libraries are named for great benefactors, who give millions to a good cause. In Madison we have the Vilas Zoo, the Kohl Center, the Anderson Hospice, the Goodman pool and others.


Most of us don’t earn that kind of money, but we admire those who spend on others, not just themselves.


So when King David found himself settled and prosperous, he began to ask the Lord, “What can I do?”  You will be surprised at what God said to him.  It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.
I.  David and Nathan’s Idea:  What can I do for God?  V. 1-3

In the 16th chapter of I Samuel, David is anointed to be the next king of Israel.  The current King, Saul, had been judged unworthy.  For a number of years, from when David was a youth, to this time we read about, there was conflict and turmoil.  He started out will with a contest with Goliath.  Then Saul tried to kill him several times.  David had to live in the wilderness, and by his wits.  When he was made king, it took over 7 years for him to consolidate his rule, conquer the city of Jerusalem and eliminate all his rivals.


After all of this we read


“After the king was settled in his palace and the lord had given him rest from all his enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, ‘Here I am, living in a palace of cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.’

Nathan replied to the king, ‘Whatever you have in mind, to ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.”

Here is David established and successful.  He is King, the land is a peace and he lives in a luxurious house, made with cedar.

Yet, David was disturbed.  He had just had the Tabernacle placed in Jerusalem, and he had returned the Ark of the Covenant to its resting place.  For centuries now the Children of Israel had a movable tent for the place they worshipped God.


So David thought it was time to build a permanent home for God, for the Ark and for the worship of God.  It was, he thought, time for a building program.

So he asked the Prophet Nathan what he thought.  Nathan said, off the top of his head and without consulting the Lord, “I am sure whatever you want to do is fine because the Lord is with you in all you do.”


David asked this question:  What can I do for God?  Nathan gives the same evaluation that we might expect of anyone.  “Whatever you give to God will be a good thing.”


So King and Prophet go to bed that night, satisfied with the decision of the king – to build a suitable house of worship for God.  But God was about to teac them - It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.

II.  The Lord’s Idea – v. 4-16


What Nathan gave was his own opinion.  When Nathan went home, the word of the Lord came to Nathan.  He had spoken, as God’s prophet, without seeking God’s word.  Now he received it anyway.


This word to Nathan comes in three parts.  In verses 4, 8 and 11 he says, “the lord says”.  These form three parts of the answer.  We will look at each.


A.  Are you the one to build me a house?   V. 5-8.

All the time from Moses to David, there was no permanent house for God.  The Tent of meeting was mobile.  In the early days, they would camp around it as the center of their community. As the pillar of cloud or fire moved, they would follow it, with the tabernacle, and set it up again when it rested.


The book of Deuteronomy did say that when they were in the land and at peace, he would choose a place for his Name to Dwell.  


But all through the wilderness wanderings, all through the times of Joshua and the Judges, and to David’s time, God has not expressed a desire for a temple.


This is because God is not inside any temple or any church.  He is in the entire world, fully and completely.  We do not have to go to the temple to pray or to call upon the Lord.  The Slaves in Egypt were not in a temple when they cried out for relief.  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had not temple for God.   They all understood that the Lord God was lord of all the earth.


Why was David wanting to build a temple?  Perhaps it was for his own name.  Just as we know a certain stadium by the name of Lambeau, and a certain center by the name of Kohl, did David want to put his name on a temple?


It is easy to confuse our own name and reputation with God’s name and reputation.  It’s easy to refer to Willow Creek as Bill Hybel’s church Bethlehem Baptist as John Piper’s church.  But the Church belongs to the Lord. - It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.


B.  Do I need your help?  V. 8-11  The Lord reminds David of who it is that has been doing the helping.  

The Past - v. 8-9  

I took you from the pasture and from following the flock…  What was David before the Prophet Samuel arrived at his fathers house?  He was the little brother.  He was not any of the tall and handsome brothers.  He was the kid who got sheep duty.  When Jesse received the prophet, everyone came in to meet him.  Not everyone, someone had to keep watch over the sheep.  So David, the youngest, was not invited.


So when Samuel looked at each of the sons of Jesse, none of them were chosen to be king.  It was not until the prophet looked at Jesse in frustration and asked, “do you have any other sons?” that David was sent for.  



David was in the pasture, not even leading, but ti says, following the sheep.  It would be like choosing the security guard over the doctor, the lawyer and the professor.

I have been with you…  How did David get from following sheep on the hillsides of Bethlehem to be the King in Jerusalem?  How did he survive Goliath, and Saul, and the Philistines, and all the rest?  


The Lord was with him.  It was the Lord’s blessing that made his path possible.


David was brave and clever.  He was passionate and committed. He was a good friend and a fierce fighter.  He was a singer of songs.  Yes, that is all true.  But it was the Lord who plucked him from obscurity and made him king.


 So David, the Lord was saying, let’s get this straight.  I chose you, you did not choose me.  I made you king, you did not make that decision. 


It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.


The Future – v. 10-11 with the past in mind, the Lord starts making promises for the future.  There are 10 promises in this passage.  The first few are for David, the next few are for his successor, and then there are some open ended promises.


I will make your name great.  David would get a name.  We still talk about David.  His name is tied to many of the Psalms.  He is forever a star of Sunday School with the David and Goliath story.  And this passage is called the Davidic Covenant.  God makes some special promises to him.

But David’s name will not be attached to the Temple.  We can speak of Solomon’s Temple and later of Herod’s temple.  But there is no Temple of David.

I will provide a place for my people Israel…   David started with a plan to make a place for God to be worshipped.  But it is God who will provide a place for his people.  He is the one who established peace under the kingship.  The period of the Judges had proved to be chaotic, but under Saul, David and later Solomon the kingdom of Israel would be established.


They had been tested and tried, but under these kings, they would live securely. They could lift up their eyes from mere survival.  Art and Wisdom would flourish as would the economy of Israel.


I will give you rest from all your enemies.  It is not the kings and their armies that provide rest from their enemies.  

I have seen an email being sent around that says that it is the soldier that secures the right of the first amendment, not writers, journalists or preachers.  I think that email is well intended and makes sense.  However, we have to see that our freedoms come from a higher source.  “Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in vain.” Ps 127:2

Why has United States had a leading role in the world since the end of the First World War?  Are we exceptionally smart or clever?  Or has it been that the Lord has showered his blessings on us?

How long will this freedom and leadership last?  How long will it last if we turn our hearts away from the Lord and assume it for ourselves?  It did not last long for Israel, for Babylon, for Rome, for Britain or for the Soviet Union.


  It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.

C.  The Lord will make you a house – v. 11-17

I think the Lord can tell a joke.  You will find many funny things in the bible if you look for them.  David wanted to build a house for God – he meant a temple.  God said, “No, I will make you a house.”  By this he meant a dynasty.


David was thinking a building of stone and cedar.  God was thinking of kings of flesh and blood.


Your Successor – he says to David, that when he dies and he goes to lie with his fathers in death, he will raise up one of David’s sons to be his successor.


This son will build a house for my name.  It turns out that God selects Solomon to be the next king.  Under his reign the people have peace and prosperity.  And Solomon builds the temple of Jerusalem.  David begins to stockpile resources, but it is under Solomon that the temple is built.


I will be like a father and he like a son.  This is how the Kings of Israel are thought of.  They can enjoy a Father/Son relationship.  If they are faithful sons they will find success and blessing.  If they are disobedient sons, they will receive discipline.


David wanted to build a house for God – it is what he wanted to do for the Lord.  The Lord turned David into a House – a dynasty.  It is what the Lord did for David.


Now there is something bigger than all of this.  There is something greater than the Temple of Solomon at work. There is something greater than the dynasty of David.


We find it in the word “Forever”   The Lord says forever three times in verses 13, and 16.
David’s successor would start a dynasty that goes “forever”.  And David’s House, Kingdom and Throne will endure “forever.”


What do we see in History?


David, who reined for 40 years from the year 1010 to 970, was followed by Solomon who ruled 40 years, down to 930.  And then there were kings in Jerusalem down to the year 586, when Zedekiah was defeated and exiled.  From the year 586 there has been no son of David ruling on a throne in Jerusalem.


The Kings in Jesus day were not descendants of David.


There is no King is Jerusalem, but only a Prime Minister and a President.


So how do we understand this?  Was God’s promise conditional?  Would David’s dynasty reign forever, as long as they did what was right?  If they sinned, would all bets were off?


There is another way – this Son of David is the Messiah, the Christ.


Consider these two passages:


Isaiah 9:6-7 

6 For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given, 
and the government   will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called

Wonderful Counselor,  Mighty God, 
Everlasting  Father,  Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government  and peace 
there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne

and over his kingdom,

establishing and upholding it

with justice   and righteousness 
from that time on and forever. 
The zeal  of the LORD Almighty

will accomplish this.
    Luke 1:30-31

30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid.  Mary, you have found favor with God. l   31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus.   32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High.  The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom  will never end.”

In this Christmas Season we need to learn this lesson again.


It is not what we do for Him; it is what He does for us.

