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Last week I received a catalogue for ordering garden seed.  It was a cold day, and there was a foot of snow on the ground.  There in my hand was a magazine with pictures of flowers, tomatoes and strawberries.  I laughed to myself when I thought of trying to grow tomatoes in a foot of snow.


Why did they send me the magazine in December?  For me to grow tomatoes in July and August, I need to start thinking about my garden in December and January.


This is what we learn in today’s passage.  Galatians 6:7-10

7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows.  
8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature,   from that nature will reap destruction;   the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life.    9 Let us not become weary in doing good,   for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.   10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers

The main idea of this passage is about seeds:  


A man reaps what he sows.

v. 8 – Sinful Seed or Spiritual Seeds?


When I look at the seed magazine, I have lots of things to choose from.  I noticed  that they did sell any seeds for weeds.  There were no dandelion or creeping Charlie seeds.  They only sold good seeds.


We have a choice every day as to what kind of seeds we want to plant in our lives.  We can plant sinful seeds or we can plant spiritual seeds.


Paul described the sinful seeds in Galatians 5:19-21, turn back one page and you will find a list of bad seeds.

19 The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality,  impurity and debauchery;  20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions  21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.


 What happens when you plant these seeds?  In verse 20 it mentions hatred.  What happens when you plant hatred?  Hatred grows.  You may think that your hatred for another person is a secret in your mind that no one can see.  But really that hatred grows within you and makes you do things you should not do.  This seed grows into a plant which produces more seeds, and soon you heart is full of hate.  God does not call us to hate anyone – we are even told to love our enemies!

Paul described the good seeds in Galatians 5:22-23

22 But the fruit  of the Spirit is love,   joy, peace,  patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  23 gentleness and self-control.  Against such things there is no law.  

What happens when you choose to sow the seed of love?  If you start in your heart to love someone you do not like, God will cause that love seed grow into a love plant.  That plant will produce love seeds, and soon you will have a lot of love in your heart.  But you have to allow God to plant and grow that seed in your heart.


I want you to think about your garden for 2010.  Which kinds of seeds will you plant in this New Year?  


God calls you to plant the seeds of love, joy, peace and all the rest.  We need to plant the seeds of knowledge.


What you plant today you will eat tomorrow.  Don’t you want to harvest good fruit instead of weeds?

v. 9 – Are you Tired and Discouraged?

A man named Pete was tired.  He was tired of all the work he had to do.  So he quit working.  His New Years plan was to have fun.  He said to the Lord – “If you want my garden to grow, then you take care of it.”

Instead of preparing the ground with fertilizer, he read a book.  Instead of pulling the small weeds that grew around his plants, he took a nap.  Instead of trimming the plants and watering them, he went to the movies.

When Pete went into his garden that August, he found a terrible mess.  The beans, squash and tomatoes were small, dry and without fruit.  But the weeds were green, strong and filled with thorns.  When he just walked down the rows he got scratched by thorns and stung by bugs, but there was nothing to eat.


Then he sat down on his porch and cried.


What was wrong with Pete’s plan?  

He quit sowing seeds.  Sometimes you can get tired.  Maybe you want to rest.  It is important for you to know the seasons.  There is a time that is good for resting, and there is a time for working.  If you rest in planting season, there will be no garden.  If you work in the planting season, you will have a harvest.

Peter rested when he should have been planting.  So when he wanted to harvest and eat, there was nothing.


For you, in January of 2010, this is the time to start planting.  If you have gotten tired from the work you do, do not quit doing the important things.  There might be unimportant things you can quit doing.  The work we can not quit doing is planting seeds.  We need to continue to plant the seeds of love, knowledge and patience.

For us, this is a time to live in faith.  We do not see the harvest that God will give us, but he promises to bless those who plant spiritual seeds.  


I give you one example:  We have 15 students in Gateway.  We are training leaders because better leaders will make a stronger church.


This week I had a stack of 15 papers to grade.  That seemed like a lot of work right then.  I had to remind myself that these are good seeds!  This is the time to give careful attention to these students.  Later, when they are working in ministries, I can relax and say to myself, “I am glad I could help them.  Look at their ministries!”
v. 10 - Do Good   v. 10

10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

Do good to all people:   Our mission is to share the Love of God with all people.  It is our goal to tell the story of Jesus to all people.  We do good to outsiders by sharing the Story of Jesus.


Bethany is able to help the Gospel in many places.  In a village called Kam Hang in Laos, over 175 brand new Christians were able in December to celebrate Christmas for the very first time.  This was because someone came to Kam Hang and shared the Story of Jesus.  When we pray, and even when we buy egg rolls, it goes to planting seeds in Laos.

In a town in India, there are women who make things out of cloth to sell.  Because we love Jesus we help these women earn a living for their families.  Do you see that banner?  It says Peace.  Those women made that banner in India, and it hangs here to remind us to pray for them.


Here in Madison our mission to do good to all people – even those who do not know God, or do not love god; those who go to gamble on Sunday, or who stay out late on Saturday to party and drink.   These are some of the people we are called to meet.


You and I should have a goal in 2010.  Each one should reach one other person for Jesus.  Do you have anyone in you mind that you would like to know Jesus?  Start praying for them.  Start sharing your friendship with them.  When God gives you the opportunity, see if you can plant the seed of the Gospel with them.


Do Good to the family of Believers.

The year 2010 is a year for new things at Bethany.  We will have a new set of officers in our church.  We will have a business meeting in two weeks when we elect the Leaders of Bethany.


These leaders will have a difficult job.  There are some repairs and changes we need to make to Bethany.  The current leaders have talked about it and agree that we face some challenges:  How can we afford to pay for our ministry?  How can we afford to repair the roof and the parking lot of the church in the next 2 or 3 years?  How can we reach out and grow in numbers?   How can we help the youth to love and serve the Lord?


It is like riding in a boat that is still in the water, while you are fixing the boat.  It is easier to pull the boat out of the water to fix it.  But our boat is our church.  We can not quit being a church to make these repairs.  So we will be making repairs while we are rowing the boat.

I tell you this for two reasons:


First, we will need to be patient with each other in 2010.  If there are little problems because our government is different, then do not get upset.  Remember that we are fixing things as we go.

Second, pray for these new leaders, that God will give us wisdom and vision for our future.  Pray that we can work together.


We reap what we sow.
