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We have been talking about what we believe.  We believe:

God created and spoke to us about Jesus our Savior.  This month of December has centered on the theme: "About Jesus."  


We will step back today and see something that is at the center of all things.  It is at the center of the universe, it is at the center of God's identity.  It is in the center of every child of God, and it is what should be the center of our lives.


Let's call this the Circle of Love.


Today's text is I John 4:7-11. (R)


The letter of I John is itself circular.  It has several themes that it presents and develops through the letter.  It is like a complex piece of music, where the theme is presented in the first movement and then developed through the piece.


One of those themes is Love - and this passage is the third time John develops the idea of Love.  It is here we see clearly the circle of Love.

I.  God is Love - v. 7-9


The circle beings with God.  In fact, it begins with the knowledge that God is one being in three persons.  Our language fails to describe God - so we use words like being and person to get close to what the Bible has to say about God.


The doctrine of the trinity is often presented as a kind of math problem.  We use symbols to try to represent it.  But the best way to describe the trinity is Love.


Before there was a world, or any stars or planets, before there was a heaven, and any angels, there was Love.  God, Father, Son and Spirit, has existed in love from all eternity.  The Father loves the Son and the Spirit.  The Son loves the Father and the Spirit, the Spirit loves the Father and the Son.  Their love is their unity.


We get at the idea of God's love when we experience it humanly.  It is reflected in the love of a Man and a Woman - for it is Adam and Eve that were made in God's image, and they were called to become one in love.  It is reflected in love between a mother and a child - for as a mother will give birth to a baby, and strong bonds of love are forged.  That is like the love of God for the creation that he brought into being.


This is very ancient teaching - the early church worked out the theology in church wide councils and in the creeds of the church.  But if we listen to this teaching we will see that it speaks today.


How so? 


It speaks in contrast to the view of the world in which we live.


The World will tell you that the universe is Impersonal.  That by some unexplainable means, there was a thing called a black hole.  We do not know where this black hole came from, but it was an infinitely dense compaction of everything that became our universe, in a pint smaller than a period on a page.  If fact, since there was no page and no period, it was infinitely small.  This thing exploded and over the eons, the universe and human life developed by fits and starts.  There is no plan, no purpose, and no assurance of any kind of future.  


The universe is mostly empty cold space without sound.  Life is produced, and it ends and returns to is elements.


The truth we know is only something we think is true, but we can't trust ourselves because we are part of it.


So where is love?  The whole universe, from the Galaxies to the atoms is impersonal random forces.  There is no love - only chemistry of the brain and synapses that create an illusion of love.


We have been told by God; through the words of the Prophets and Apostles that God is Love.  That God said "Let us make mankind in our image."  God said, when he saw the parts of this world, "it is very good." and then God showed his love by blessing everything he made.


God is Love - love is the center of the universe.  Love is the center of life.

II. Love was born.  v. 9


Now how do we know which story to believe?  


Should we believe the Big Bang is Everything story?  This is not science but story.  Science can only describe the parts of the world and evidence and theory.  When those parts are constructed together like tinker toys, it becomes a philosophy.  The Story of the Impersonal World is such a tinker toy construction.


Should we believe the Love of God story?  This story is also a construction.  It is made up of the bits and pieces of God's revelation.  Nature speaks to us of beauty - even after hard and heavy snows, one of those glittery snowfalls is still beautiful, and a single flake is a wonder of architecture and design.  God has spoken through prophets, priests, Angels, Kings, peasants.  He has spoken through apostles and evangelists.  Most of all God has spoken through his Son.  All of this speaking is left for us in the Bible, with all of its complexity and beauty.


Look at I John 4:9


"This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him."


Again the early church helps us.  They thought long and hard about the scriptures and determined that the best way to describe Jesus is that he is "fully God and fully man."  He is not a 50-50 mix, but he is 100% God and 100% Man.


When a coach says "Give us 110% we laugh because only 100% is humanely possible.  But God gives us in Jesus 200%.


But we go beyond the math.  In Jesus, Love was born.  God, who has lived in love from all eternity, gave his final revelation of himself when he sent Jesus to be born.


John says, "this is love; not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins."  v. 10


One of the verses that the little kids at Awana learn is I John 4:9.  (R). This is shortened for the little kids to:  God loves us; He sent his son.  That is easy.  It helps the little guys to lean it by clapping while saying it.  Let me demonstrate. "God loves us; he sent his son."  Now let's try it together.  "God loves us; he sent his son.


Love did not arise out of the chaos of the Big Band is Everything story.  We did not rise up out of the earth and evolve into those who could love.  The reverse is true.  Love does not rise up from Earth to Heaven; Love comes down from Heaven to us.  This is the Love of God story.  And Jesus is the center of this story.


God loves us; He sent his son.


If we listen to this message, we are saved from a cold, hard, mostly empty world of chance and struggle.  IF we listen tot his message, we are ready to accept Love as the central principle of all things.

III.  Love is Born in us. v. 9


The next part of the circle is that the same Love that was born in Bethlehem can be born in us.


Look again at I John 4:9


"This is how God showed his love among us:  He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him."


Consider a verse from "O Little Town of Bethlehem."

O holy Child of Bethlehem
Descend to us, we pray
Cast out our sin and enter in
Be born to us today
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell
O come to us, abide with us
Our Lord Emmanuel 

The Story of Love is contagious.  The Love of God was born into this world in Jesus at Bethlehem.  He grew to become for us a Savior and a Life Giver.  The Love that he had with the father from the beginning can be caught.  It is not caught like a virus by physical touch.


It is caught by Faith.  When we pray in faith along the lines of this song.  We don't have to use these words, or any particular formula of words.  But when you pray "Lord Jesus, cast out my sin and enter in. Be born in me today."  Then the Love that was Born in Bethlehem is born us your heart.  At that moment of faith when you receive Jesus by Faith, Love is born in you.  


We call this the new birth.  The darkness of sin and death gives way to new birth.  God, through the Holy Spirit comes to live in you.  God the Father, son and Spirit take up residence in your soul.   In this way the eternal love of God comes to life in you so that you may live.

IV. Love One Another - v. 7, 11-12


This point completes the circle.  God is Love.  Love was born in Bethlehem.  Love is born in us.  Love one another.  Three times in these 6 verses John calls us to love one another.  There is a reason for Love attached to each command.


Love one another - because you have been born of God. (v. 7) John makes a very strong claim.  "Whoever loves has been born of God."  Not all people can love with this kind of Love that John describes.  He is not talking about the ordinary kind of love that everyone gives and receives.  We all love people who are helpful and kind to us - we love our families, mostly.  We love our own country.  We love our school - when East High meets Middleton, Memorial, West or Lafollette, I root for East.  This is natural love that is based on familiarity and mutual dependence.


But the Love of God is FREE.  It is a love that is not based on the mutual connections of life.  If you invite me to dinner, then I know I should invite you to dinner.  But if I were homeless and you took me to a diner and ate a lunch with me at your expense that is love that is free.  You would not expect any payback.  You would do this only because you love all people for the love of God.


Love is evidence of the new birth.  I want you to watch those things that influence your attitude toward others.  Do you hear the chatter on the radio or the TV, or the Twitter?  Does it talk about the unworthiness of people? Or does it talk of their dangerous ideas?  Does it warn you of what they want to take from you?  This kind of talk can take away the mark of new life from your life.  You can loose the active love of God because it is drowned out by the cares of this world.


Love one another- because God loved you. (v. 11).  "Dear Friends," John writes, "since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another."  Notice the verb in this sentence, "since God so loved us...”  This is saying that God has not just felt a loving feeling toward you.  It is saying that God has not just stated loving words about you.  It is saying that God has acted to demonstrate his love for you.  What is this action? 


Do you remember his?  God loved us, he sent his son.  God's love has gone past feelings and past statements to direct action.   Garry Smalley has a book called "Love Languages."  Married couples need to know each other's love language.  If you try to show love by saying "I love you" and your partner can only hear you mean it if you help with the work at home - you need to learn how to "speak" in the other's love language.  God has spoken and he has acted in his Love.  He sent his love.


For this reason, we can not talk about the love of God and leave it there.  We need to use God's love language - that is by real actions that come from a right attitude; we need to love one another.


Love one another - because our love makes God's love visible.


God created the first man and woman in his image.  Their being and their actions in the world were reflections of God's being in the world.  Now that Love has been born again us, we need to love each other.  It is in showing real, practical, and every day love to others that we reflect God's image in the world.


What is your purpose?  What is your vision?   I hope that it is not to get a lot of great presents at Christmas.  I hope you do not want to gather lots of things to fill your over sized house.  I hope that you do not want to store up treasure on earth: be it gold or mutual funds.



Your purpose ought to be this.  Love one another because that is what makes God's love visible.


God's love is committed and it is undeserving.  It is like the snow we had here two weeks ago.  Do you remember how heavy that was?  It stuck to the trees.  The arbor vitae trees by the Sunday school building were so coated in this sticky snow that they bowed over and touched the ground.  I saw this snow stick to power lines, so that it looked like tubes of snow - and then they broke up they looked like beads on a string.  This sticky snow is like God's love.  


When we love like god - we stick with people.  It is not based on performance - if we love the lovely we do not love like God.  It is not based on good looks or good health - if we love the handsome and the healthy only we do not love like God.  If we love those who are quick to get with the program, and who are the last to give up - then we do not love like God.


God did not demonstrate his sticky love to us because we deserved it.  "While we were yet sinners, Christ died for the ungodly."  So if you what to make the love of Gods visible, it will mean this.  That person who annoys you - act in love toward that person. The person who is different from you in opinion, in they why he views life, or the way she expresses feelings - love that person in practical ways.


This vision is worthy of your life.  For all the things you gather in life will be left behind.  But love, God's sticky love, called "hesed" in Hebrew and "agape" in Greek will last.


These three remain, Faith, Hope and Love, the greatest of these is love.

