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We Believe God Created and Spoke to Us about Jesus our Savior.


Last Sunday we saw in Mark’s gospel that Jesus was determined to go to Jerusalem to meet his destiny of arrest, death and resurrection.   He said, “I have not come to be served but to serve and to give my life as a ransom for many.”   In other words, he was doing his work as Savior.


  That discussion occurred on the Road to Jerusalem, before all of those events happen.  Today we turn to the first sermon preached after those events happened.  What was the first thing said to the world to explain how Jesus is the Savior?  To discover that, turn with me to Acts 2.


In Acts 2 the Holy Spirit came on the 120 believers who were huddled in prayer.  They were waiting because Jesus told them to wait for power to come on them.  This happened on the Feast of Pentecost – a Jewish Holiday of the harvest.  That was appropriate because by the end of that day, the church of Jesus grew from 120 to over 3000 members.  These were the first fruits of a world wide harvest of Salvation that continues to this day!

 The Holy spirit came upon the 120, in the appearance of  tongues of fire.  The got up and testified in many languages – and the people from all around the world who were in Jerusalem were amazed, because they heard the Gospel preached in their own language.  We have three languages in our ministries, I count over 16 mentioned in this account.  Imagine that scene!


Then peter got up and explained that this was a fulfillment of an Old Testament promise that God would one day pour out his Spirit on all people.  Then he turns and explains why this is important.


In his message he answers two main questions:  Who was Jesus? And Who is Jesus now?

I.  Who was Jesus?  V. 22-32


There are four parts to this answer.


Jesus was Accredited by Signs.  Peter now turns to Jesus in his message.  And we can see where he head but comparing verse 22 and verse 36.  In Verse 22 he speaks of the man Jesus from Nazareth.  In Verse 36 he calls Jesus both Lord and Christ.  What gives him the right to make that claim?


Peter reminds those who lived near Jerusalem that Jesus had been among them for the past three years.  He had gone all over Judea, from North to South and East to West performing signs and wonders.


Jesus did miracles of compassion.  The sick, the leprous, the blind, the crippled and many more were healed by his touch.  As many came to him, that is how many he healed.  Wherever he received the request for help, he answered it.

He did miracles of feeding.  He turned water into wine at a wedding.  He fed 5000 and then he fed 4000 with bread and fish by multiplication.


He did wonders with nature – calming the waves of the sea, and waking on them.


These were not done in secret, but openly.  In the synagogues, in the open air, at the Temple and across the sea of Galilee.


Jesus was Handed over by God.  Many of those who were in this crowd knew about or even saw these miracles.  Maybe they had tasted the bread by the sea of Galilee.  Perhaps a friend or a child of theirs had been healed.


Even so, they had Jesus arrested.  Who is to blame for Jesus arrest and death?  For centuries foolish people in Europe blamed the Jews as Christ Killers and this became a reason for persecution.  But the bible shows us that everyone had a hand in his death.  The people turned against him.  The priests who served in the temple and the scribes who taught the scriptures turned away.  And then the King turned against him, and then the Roman governor turned away.  Even 11 of the 12 denied, betrayed or ran away.  So we could blame all of them.


What does peter say?  Jesus was handed over to them by God.  God has a purpose for Jesus death.  He had foreknowledge of this event.  It was described, as we have seen in passages like Leviticus 17 and Psalm 22.  So it was God who turned Jesus over to sinners who put him to death.


Jesus was Put to Death by Men.


God turned Jesus over to wicked men.  There is no question of their guilt.  They accused Jesus of breaking the law, but it was they who broke the laws of justice when they had him arrested and tried in the dark of night.  They bribed Judas with silver to betray his location.  When Judas took his life, they did not take the money back – even they knew it was tainted.  They ran Jesus from hearing to trial in one night.  The evidence was contradictory.  The process was rushed.  It was not justice, but a trial by mob.  Courts and Judges are supposed to consider the law, take their time, and look at the evidence.  But they did none of that.  They wanted Jesus to be killed by any means necessary.

So they finally nailed him to a cross. It was human hands that wielded the hammer and the nails and hosted the cross up.


Jesus was Raised by God.


Men thought they had the last word.  Once we kill him, they reasoned, he will cause us no further problem.  They did not account for God.


God has the power of life.  God spoke the world into existence.  He breathed into Adam the breath of life, that same breath that we all breath.  So God who took dust and brought it to life for the first Adam, took the broken lifeless body of Jesus and brought it back to life.


And when Jesus was raised, he would never face death again.  Let me read this that I shared last Sunday with my adult class:

“…when Jesus rose from the dead, he began a new kind of human life in which he had a perfect body that was no longer subject to weakness, aging, death or decay.  When Jesus rose from the dead, he had a body that would live eternally, for Jesus had ‘put on the imperishable’; he has ‘put on immortality’ (I Cor 15:53).”           (Christian Beliefs, Wayne Grudem)


Peter then points them to the Scriptures – to another place that foretold that the Messiah would not remained dead.  Let me just read what Peter said. (v. 24b-31)

This shows, said Peter, that it was impossible for Jesus to remain dead.  Impossible?  Why Impossible?  Everyone else who dies stays dead.  If they have a near death experience, they die later and stay dead.  Yes, that is true for us, but not for the “anointed one” – which is what the title Christ means.

“Because you will not abandon me to the grave,


Nor will you let your Holy One see decay.”  Ps 16:10
II. Who is Jesus?  V. 32-39

The sermon does not end here.  This is very important.  If it ended here, then Peter was giving a history lesson.  The Christian message is based on History.  There were real events that occurred.  Jesus lived, died and was raised.


But the sermon moves on to the present.  The Christian message is always also about the present.  So Peter explains not only who Jesus WAS but who Jesus IS.



Jesus is Exalted In Heaven.


Peter said, “God has raised this Jesus (that is the one who lived among you and did signs and wonders) to life.  And we are all witnesses of the fact.”  


So there were many people who saw Jesus after the crucifixion.  This is how it is explained in by the Apostle Paul, when he wrote this just 20 years later.


1 Cor. 15:3-8 

      For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, [5] and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. [6] Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. [7] Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. [8] Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 

The earliest Christians were eyewitnesses of Jesus having been raised from the dead.  More than that, they saw Jesus ascended to Heaven


This event is recorded in the book of Luke and Acts.  Here I read the Acts account. Acts 1:8-11 

    But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." [9] And when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. [10] And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, [11] and said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 

    
Peter has thought about this event, and he realized that something important happened.  No, Jesus did not learn how to fly like superman.  What is important is that Jesus was raised up to Glory, to the right hand of God the Father.  That is to say, he returned to his original position of Glory and Equality with God the Father.

Again Peter quotes the Old Testament.  (V. 34)  And it is this Jesus, living and reigning with God, who has sent from Heaven the Holy spirit to give us here today the power to proclaim the gospel.


So here is what is important; the bottom line is found in verse 36. 


“Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

If you had been one of those who participated in the death of Jesus, yelling for his condemnation, how would you feel?  Jesus was alive and was with God in Heaven.  Maybe you would feel afraid – what will he do now?


But Jesus did not come to Judge sinners, but to forgive them.


Savior of the world.

“When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” v. 37


What could they do?  They could not undo the cross.  They could not undo the betrayal.  They could not undo the denial.


Here is Peter who had joined in the events of Jesus death by denying him three times, with curses for emphasis.  He seemed inclined to give up on being an apostle – what kind of messenger could he be?  But Jesus did not let Peter give up.  He took Jesus aside on the shore of the Sea of Galilee and restored him to ministry.  For each of the three denials, Jesus asked him, “Peter do you love me?”  


The same grace was offered to these so-called Christ Killers.  They had killed the Messiah, but the Messiah was gracious.


“Peter replied, ‘Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jeus for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy spirit.”


This is the first Gospel invitation.  This invitation requires you to respond.

Repent  means to change your mind.  It means to turn from what you used to think, and think anew.  It means to return to God in sorrow for your mistakes, your shortcomings, your doubts and your denials.  Turn back from that to Christ.  Repenting is the opposite side of Belief.  We repent of our old ways and we believe in our new ways.


Be Baptized – Baptism is the outer sign of an inner change.  The washing of water on the body represents the spiritual washing away of our sins.  Being submerged in the water is like being buried.  The rising up is like being reborn.


You don not have to be baptized with water to be saved.  You can be baptized with water and not be saved. It is not the water that saves you.  It is Christ, who lives at the Right hand of the Father, he saves all those who repent and believe in him.


But if you have never been baptized, know that it is the instruction of jesus that we should take that step.


You do have to be transformed by Christ to be saved.  IF you have never had this moment in your life – today is a good day to receive Christ as your savior.  Turn from your old ways, turn to Christ, believe in him.  Ask him to forgive you in Jesus name.


What is the benefit?  When you respond to the Gospel you receive two benefits:

“The forgiveness of sins.”  You will receive a complete pardon for every sin, lie, failure, embarrassment, lawless act, bad habit, bad word  and hateful thing you have ever done.  You will then be free of your past.  Bang, just like that.


“You will receive the gift of the Holy spirit.”  There is a change in you.  Not only is the price of your sinful guilt paid, you are given the power of the new life.  It was the Spirit of God which hovered over the creation in Genesis. It was the spirit of God that gave life to Adam.  It is the Spirit of God who will give new life to you.


Who was Jesus?  He died and was raised and Glorified.

Who is Jesus? He is the savior for all people.
