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This sermon rewrote itself on my walk to the Gym on Friday.  I was planning one sort of sermon, but that one was stalled, like a car with a bad battery on a cold Wisconsin winter morning.


Then this came to me as I kept mulling over the scripture text.


Let’s rescue the idea of the Church as the body of Christ from the bean counters.  I have a collection of books and workbooks that help people discover their place in the life of the church.  I am ok with that.  However, it occurred to me on my walk to the Gym that the point of the Church as the body of Christ is not how we can have the organization of the church run smoothly.  That is only a part of it.  The point is that we are to the world what Jesus was to the world in his incarnation.  Let me explain.

1.  Something Greater than Jesus


On his last evening with the Disciples, Jesus said something that we need to think about.


“I tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing.  He will do even greater things than these, because I go to the Father.”










John 14:12


Let’s have a show of hands.  How many of you have taken 5 loaves and 2 fish and fed a crowd of 5000?  How many of you have walked on water (when it is not frozen)?  How many of you have given sight to the blind? Raised the dead?


So what could Jesus mean?


When Peter was explaining the Christian message to Cornelius, he gave this summary of Jesus Ministry:


“…you know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached – how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him…”










Acts 10:37-38


When we follow the life of Jesus we find an interesting pattern:


He spent time with the Father.  The disciples noticed that Jesus would often pray – it was in asking how to pray that he taught them the Lord’s Prayer as an example of prayer.  Jesus made a practice of getting up early, getting away from distractions and spending time with the Father.  From this he got his sense of purpose and direction.


He spent time with his disciples.  The twelve followed him everywhere. When Judas was replaced one qualification for an Apostle was the they had been with Jesus.  They ate meals together.  They did ministry together.  He sent them out to teach and heal, and together they reported on what they learned.

He went out into the world.  As Peter explained it, Jesus under the power of the Holy Spirit that he received at his Baptism, went out into the world doing good.  He welcomed the outcasts.  He healed the sick.  He raised the dead.  He taught the people in a way that drew them.


This is the pattern we need to see: Time with the Father, time with the disciples and time in the world.  When Jesus said that we would do greater works, he was talking about all three of these areas.

2.  Following the Pattern –


Let’s now think about what we do as Christians that follows the life of Jesus:


We spend time with the Father.  All of us have the opportunity to  be with the Father – Jesus taught that we should go to a solitary place when we pray – so we are not tempted to show off for other people.  This spending time can take various forms.  
· I have had friends who have long personal times of prayer an intimacy with God – I have to say these are usually women who speak like this.  
· With the men I know, it takes another form.  For me, it might be when I am reading the word, or it might be when I am doing a hobby, or even as I said before, as I was walking to the Gym – guys usually spend time with their friends while they are doing something. 
· But we need to have this time – whatever it looks like for you – or we are starved of that which gives us life.


We spend time with the disciples.  All of us have the opportunity to get together with other believers.  Here we are in church, as we say so often, mistaking the building for the church.  It is better to say, here we are, the church gathered.  And we spend time under the teaching of the Word of God.  We spend time in prayer and worship together.  We spend time eating together.  This is described as how the very first church spent it’s time together
    And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 


Acts 2:42 


We are sent into the world.  The New Testament word for Church is “ekklesia”, it literally means “called together.”  This means that we are called by God to be together for set times.  But then we are sent back.  God does not intend that the Church only be those times when we are assembled in one place.  We are also the church when we are disassembled.  When you go to your houses, your places of work, to where you play or volunteer or eat…in all those places you are in the world with a mission.


Are we not to do whose things that Jesus did in the world?
· As Jesus went out under the power of the Holy Spirit, Jesus said we will do greater works than he did by the power of the Holy Sprit.

· As Jesus went out into the world doing good, so we are sent in his name into the world to do good – good of all kinds in many places.

· As Jesus welcomed the outcasts, we can go out to the outcasts.  You could be the only friend and encouragement that a person you know has to rely upon. Do you follow Jesus is welcoming the outcast? Or do you try to be with the beautiful people?

· As Jesus healed the sick, and raised the dead, we are among people who need our intercession – we do not have these powers that Jesus had, but we have access to the same Father.  Are we only to look back fondly on Jesus of history who is described in the Gaither’s song

“God send his son, they called him Jesus,

He came to love, heal and forgive…”

· Did all that loving, healing and forgiving end with Jesus?  No, because he is alive and directing his church to go in his name with the same mission.

· As Jesus taught the people in a way that drew them, we have the opportunity to share God’s message of grace and mercy with the same love as Jesus showed.  Even today, people who hate religion will still say good things about Jesus – because love is hard to reject. 
3.  How does this happen?  I Corinthians 12:12-31

Do you see this larger vision?  The mission of God in the world is not accomplished by having individuals receive the gifts of Salvation.  That is the beginning of the work but not the end.  The mission of God in the world is not accomplished by enlarging the numbers and the effectiveness of congregations. That is the middle part of the word but not the end.  The mission of God in the world is accomplished when we go out as the Body of Christ, filled wit the Holy Spirit to do the work of Jesus in the world.

Let me show you this in the place where Paul describes the church as the body of Christ.  This passage also has a pattern


One Body



Many Parts



Interdependent Parts


One Dispatcher.


One Body – v. 12-13


Jesus was born as a man.  In him “the word became flesh and dwelt among us.”  He was filled with the spirit at his baptism.


Now when a person is born again, that individual is baptized by the Holy Spirit into the Body of Christ.


There are not two classes of Christians: those who are just barely saved and those who are baptized in the Spirit.  There is one group.  All who are saved are baptized in the spirit.   I greatly appreciate my friends who are Pentecostal, but the bible describes baptism in water and baptism in the spirit as initiation.  We are seen visually joined to the church with water baptism and we are spiritually joined to the Church by the Spirit’s baptism.


There is not a bunch of churches – you can look in the yellow pages and see that there are actually a lot of “churches” but in reality, in the sight of God, there is only one.  All who have the life of Christ applied to their hearts by the Holy Spirit are in this church.


Many Parts – v. 14-20


Now this one church has many parts.  So Paul compares the body of Christ – which is the church in the world on the mission of Christ – to the human body.  This is a great illustration, because every one of you can understand it.  Everyone in every culture can understand this illustration.

All the parts are important.  So you do not have your own body arguing with itself.  Paul imagines a foot with a bad self image.  “Oh, am not important.  I am always dirty because I walk on the ground.  I can not play an instrument or paint or do anything else that the hand does.”  But a body without feet is a body with a serious disability.  


The ear feels bad because the boyfriend does not look in the ear, but in the eyes of his true love.  No one looks in me but the ear doctor.  Yes, but it takes the ear to hear music and poetry.


These many parts are all fit together in a design that works all together.  That is the key, for the body to work all the parts have to work together.  


Interdependent Parts – v. 21-26


Now on the other hand, if the ear and the foot have a bad self image, the eye can get rather conceited.  It might say, “I am the greatest, without me you losers are nothing!”  


But the eye only works as part of a body.  So when the more prominent people think they are great, and need no assistance, they are wrong.


Did you see the Olympic men’s skating this Thursday?  Before the skating they talked about the athlete’s preparation, his routine and his warm up.  But half way through Nobunari Oda stopped completely – he could not go on because he had a broken shoe lace.  No one watching thought about his shoe lace until it broke.  Fortunately, he was able to fix it and go on.  But it shows that even the smallest part, if left out can bring down the whole body.


We are all in this together.  If I withhold what God has given me, then I harm you.  If you withhold your part, it harms me.   When one succeeds we all succeed; when one fails we all fail.


One Dispatcher – v. 27-31


Who is it that decides what part any one person is to play in the Work of Christ?  Can I choose one and work hard at it and make it my calling?  According to the scripture, we do not choose.  God has already chosen.


When you call 911, the operator asks questions to discover your problem and location and then dispatches the best and quickest help. 


What if your 911 call was put on the radio and internet and whoever felt like it could come and help?  That is not the best way – because the closest or most eager may not be the best help.


The question to ask is not: “what is it that I would love to do?”  Or “What is it that is the most interesting to me?”

The question is: “Where has the Lord dispatched me?”

If you want to know your spiritual calling:
1.  Be active in the church community – you can not learn alone.  The place is in connection with those who can encourage and guide you.
2.  Ask, “What compels me?”  Are you moved by sickness and suffering? Are you concerned with discerning truth from error?  Do you like to be in the background and organize things so they run smoothly? Do you like to get people excited to learn?  Whatever compels you is a clue.  Then Try and listen to others as they help you discover.
3.  Experiment.  You may discover something that you are not good at doing.  That is OK; you are to be commended for trying.
There are two areas of service

1.  Inside the Church: We actively looking for leaders and servers in five areas.  .  We are looking for those whom God has dispatched to Bethany.
2.  Outside the Church. Your calling might be out side the church.  Maybe for you it is your family or your vocation that is your area of calling.  Maybe you are called to be a good neighbor.


We are to the world what Jesus was to the world
