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We believe:


God created and Spoke to Us about Jesus our Savior.


The Spirit Unites us in Faith, in Love and in Mission.


This is how I have summarized the EFCA statement of faith.  We have looked into these topics: Creation, the Scriptures, the Human Condition and the identity of Jesus.


Now we come to what Jesus came to do.  That is, what theologians call “the work of Christ.”


A person with no background in the bible might have a hard time understanding the Work of Christ – it took over a thousand years to prepare Israel to receive her Savior.


Today we are going to see how a Thousand Years is explained in one verse and then was fulfilled in one afternoon.


Here is the verse:    “For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”   Leviticus 17:11

I.  A Thousand Years.


According to the New Bible Dictionary, the date of the Exodus is 1280 B.C.  It was at that time that the laws of God were given to the new nation of Israel.  They had been rescued from the tyranny of Egypt by the power of God.  God had brought them through the Red Sea and then to the base of Mt. Sinai where they received the Law.  This law contains the morality, the government and the religion of Israel.


This law was what governed God’s people from 1280 B.C. down to the death of Christ in about 30 A.D. This is a period of 13 centuries.  I have for simplicities sake called this 1000 years.


There are some numbered laws in this law.  The 10 Commandments are a summary of the content of the over 600 specific laws of god.  Jesus looked back to this law and summarized it in two commands – Love God and Love your neighbor.  Today we will see what I call the first law of Grace.


Turn with me to Leviticus.  Leviticus is the third book in the bible.  It contains the details about Israel’s worship.  The various offerings and sacrifices are described in the first 16 chapters.  


Then we turn to chapter 17 and find this rather unusual law.


10 “ ‘Any Israelite or any alien living among them who eats any blood—I will set my face against that person who eats blood   and will cut him off from his people.  11 For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.   12 Therefore I say to the Israelites, “None of you may eat blood, nor may an alien living among you eat blood.”   Lev 17:10-12

For over 1000 years Israel was under this law.  Whenever any animal was slain for food, it was drained of all its blood.  No one who kept cattle for food could use the blood for food in any way. 


If the animal was used at the temple, when it was killed, some of it’s blood might be used in the ceremony.  Blood from Bulls and sheep were frequently used to indicate that God had given his people/


But even when a shepherd slaughtered a lamb to make a meal, or when hunter killed a wild animal for food, the blood was to be poured out.  It was never under any circumstance to be eaten.


When we lived in New York we were introduced to a German specialty – “blutwurst”.  That is Blood Sausage.   “Gross” you might be thinking!  Yes, it was gross, blood was used in making the stuff, but the people from the old country loved it.  Every time he had an anniversary for the church, there would be blutwurst sandwiches.  Even when their doctors told them not to eat it any longer, because it was too salty for their health, them made this sausage for celebrations.


Not just Germans, but many people have a similar food.


The Israelites were never under any circumstance to eat blood.  The reason given was not their health.  It was not as if it was bad for them.  There is another reason given.


God had set blood apart for a special purpose.  And in order to respect God’s purpose, no Israelite would ever eat any blood.  For 1000 years Israel kept this law.  For 1000 years they did not eat the blood, but poured it out.

This 1000 years 

II. Is Explained In One Verse.

“For the life of a creature is in the blood, and I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”   Leviticus 17:11


Why was blood so important?  Leviticus 17:11 gives us three reasons.  It is important for us; to understand the salvation we have in Jesus, to see how the Law regarded the blood of sacrifices.


1.  Life is in the blood.


This is a simple fact of medicine.  A living being needs blood to constantly circulate in the body.  Every 20 seconds or so, the blood that is in your heart travels though your body and returns to the heart.   This is repeated over and over from before birth all the way to your death.   You can not live long if this stops.  According to an encyclopedia, this is what Blood does.


 Blood is a specialized bodily fluid that delivers necessary substances to the body's cells – such as nutrients and oxygen – and transports waste products away from those same cells.

                 (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blood)

According to Dr. Paul Brand, a drop of blood the size of a grain of rice has 5,000,000 red blood cells.  These contain iron which turns red when the cell contains oxygen.  These cells take oxygen to every dell of the body.  It then gathers are removes waste products from every cell.  Blood makes you life possible.  Without the circulation of blood in your body you will die.  Therefore the shedding of blood means death.


Whenever Israel brought an animal to the temple for sacrifice, it was killed and its blood was poured or sprinkled in some way.  This blood was treated in this way to demonstrate that a life had been given.


2.  Blood is a Gift.


Everything that is good is a Gift of God.   James 1:17 says “every good and perfect gift is from above, coming from the Creator of the Heavens.”

Blood is singled out as a unique gift of God.  Leviticus 17:11 says, “…and I have given it to you to make atonement…”

In reading Leviticus and the traditions that surround it, you can get the feeling that this is a heavy burden.  Israel would have to think about this, while everyone else could do as they please.


But the emphasis in the scriptures is that this is a gift.


Part of this is that people have a way of adding rules to the teaching of God so that it becomes unrecognizable.  For example Baptism was meant to me the mark of a new believer’s faith in Christ.  It was to mark his or her transition from the world to the Family of God.  It was meant to commemorate something joyful.


However, people added traditions and arguments so that the joy and simplicity of it was lost.


Blood was given to believers as a gift.  In a unique way, blood was given to show that God loves us.


I often see a quote of Benjamin Franklin that goes like this:  “Beer is proof that God loves us.”


The bible says, “Blood is proof that God loves us.”


3.  Blood makes Atonement.


Leviticus 17:11 says, “…and I have given it to you to make atonement…”

This phrase is repeated.  “…I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”

The word atonement has come to mean something like payment.   We say someone has made atonement because they do something good to compensate for doing something bade.  A football player makes a fumble in the 1st quarter.  He is guilty and sad because he did not control the ball.  Yet in the 4th quarter he makes a great pass reception to win the game.  So they say, “he made atonement” or “he redeemed himself.”


This is both right and wrong on the same time.  It is right that a good thing is needed to make up for a bad thing.  It is wrong when we talk of atoning for ourselves.   The bible is clear; you can not atone for yourself.

If in the first quarter of your life, you committed some sin.  Do you think you can pay for it by doing something good in the 4th quarter of your life?  No.  


But someone else can make atonement.


The life of the sacrificial animal was given in the bible to make a payment for the sin of the believer who offered it.  Whether it was a bull, an ox, a goat, a lamb or a dove, the animals life was taken, and it’s blood was used as a payment.


This is a formula.  Sin requires a payment of death.  When the first couple were put in the garden, they were warned, “on the day you eat of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you will die.”   Sin produces death.


God gave the gift of sacrifices.  A worshipper could offer the life of an animal as a replacement.


This is the new formula:  Bring a sacrificial lamb, and its death would cover your sin.

 
Now God gave this way of atonement through blood.  He allowed it to be repeated for over 1000 years from the days of Moses to the Days of Jesus.  This pattern of sin, guilt, death and substitution was repeated endlessly.  So that when the one true and final sacrifice was given, the people would understand and believe.


You can not believe what you do not understand – so god gave a lesson repeated for 1000 years, and explained it on one verse.

III.  Yet it was Finished in One Afternoon


As Christians we hold that this 1000 year long lesson was brought to a conclusion in Jesus’ death.  For this let us turn to the Gospel of John.


John 1:29.   John the baptizer was preparing the people for the messiah to come.  One day he looked up and saw Jesus and he said something very important.  In this statement, the ministry of Jesus is explained.


“Look , the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”


In John’s gospel there are 7 miracles that serve as signs to identify Jesus as the Messiah.  There are 7 teaching sections, and 7 times he says “I AM.’  But the conclusion of Jesus’ ministry is concentrated in one day.  John 13 through 17 covers the last Supper Jesus had with the disciples.  John 18 and 19 cover his trials and his execution.  We turn to the end of John 19, starting at verse 28 and read:
 (Jn 19:28-37)


Here John records the fulfillment of Jesus mission.  He became, “The lamb of God that takes away the sin of the world.”  He became the final substitutionary sacrifice, following the 1300 years of sacrifices in Israel.


v. 34 “Instead, one of the solders pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water..”


Here was the blood.  Leviticus said it - 



“…I have given it to you to make atonement for yourselves on the altar; it is the blood that makes atonement for one’s life.”

Now if we add what John tells us, it would sound like this:  “I have given the Blood of Christ to you to make atonement for you; it is the Blood of Christ that makes atonement, one time for all people.”


Is this now automatic?  No.  The Old Testament worshipper had to come to the temple if faith.  Empty ritualistic sacrifices had no benefit.  Only those offered in faith.  Today, we say that the blood of Jesus is a gift.  When you come to God, in faith, trusting in the sacrificial death of Jesus as the payment for your sin, you will receive the atonement.


  “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.” Jn 20:31
