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What do you think would happen if we told people that Jesus would come to Bethany next week?


If they believed us, then we would have a lot more people in church.  Maybe the people who see cold weather and feel warm in bed would come.  Maybe some curious people would come 

There was a crowd of 100s of TV reporters at the Super Bowl this week – that was just to talk to football players.  If Jesus came here, we might see even more people than the Super Bowl.  We would have to give out tickets because there would not be enough seats.


The truth is Jesus comes to Bethany every week.  Every time Christians get together he is with us.  


Turn with me to John 14:15-21 – Here Jesus was teaching the 12 Disciples about the Holy Spirit.


15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 17the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. 18I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."
I.
The Holy Spirit does now


What Jesus did then.

Once Jesus rose from the dead, he went up to be with God the Father.  From there he sent the Holy Spirit, who has come to all the earth to continue his work.  Where Jesus could only be at one place at one time, the Spirit can be everywhere at once.

There are six things that the Holy Spirit does today, that Jesus did when he lived on the earth.  

1.  He is “another Counselor”.  When Jesus was living with the Disciples, he was always with them.  They walked together, they ate together and they served together.  


To be a counselor means to come beside someone to give help and to give wisdom.  Members of your family can be a counselor – your parents give advice based on experience.  A teacher, a pastor or a friend can be a counselor.

The Holy Spirit has taken over this role.  Jesus said: (Jn 14:16)
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever— 

2.  He is sent by God.  We know that Jesus was sent by God.  We know this from many verses, but especially from John 3:16 

    "For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

So Jesus said that when he returned to the Father, he would ask the Father to send the Holy Spirit.  We do not believe in all spirits.  We believe in the Holy Spirit – he is equal to God the Father and God the Son.  He is always good and always speaks truth to our hearts.


3.  He will be with you forever.  We know that Jesus lived on the earth for about 33 years.  From the time he was Baptized until the time he was Raised up to Heaven, it was about three years.  


Those three years of ministry changed the world.  Jesus was with us to teach and to save.  His message is now out among the nations of the world.


The Holy Spirit will be with us Forever.  He is not limited by time.  He was all the time there is. He is not limited by space, but he can be everywhere. 


John 14:17 “…But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you”

Today the Holy Spirit is at Bethany, but he is also with all the other gatherings of Christians.  If there are 2 meeting in China, and 150 in Laos, and 5,000 at a church in America, and 100s of house churches in India – the Spirit has been or will be with each of those groups.


4.  He will bring the Truth.  

Jesus always taught the people.  He taught inside and outside.  He taught in a synagogue and he taught from a boat in a lake.  He spoke to large crowds and he spoke to people in homes.  He did not want people to only come for the miracles – he wanted them to learn what it means to Love God and to Love others.


Jesus calls the Holy spirit by a name; “The Spirit of Truth.”  There are six places in John’s gospel where he talks about the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  In three of those he uses the name “The Spirit of Truth.”   

In John 14:26 he says that the Spirit of Truth helps us to understand the Bible and the teachings of Jesus:    

    But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you. 

In John 16, Jesus promised to lead the 12 Apostles into the truth – and we have their teaching in the books of the New Testament.  The Spirit inspired them to write those words, and the Spirit helps us to understand them.


John 16:13    When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 


5.  He will give Life.  


When Jesus taught these things, it was the evening when he was going to be arrested.  That was a Thursday evening.  Then on Friday he was arrested, tried and put to death.  He was in the grave Friday, Saturday and Sunday. On Sunday he came to life.   Jesus new life gives us the power of Eternal life.


John 14:19 - Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 

Jesus is in Heaven with the Father, but he gives his life to us through the Holy Spirit.  When you turn to Jesus and believe in him, the Spirit of God comes into your spirit and gives you life.  This is what Jesus meant when he said that you must be born again.


No other spirit and no other religion can do this.  It is the work of the Holy Spirit to put the life of Jesus into your spirit.


6.  He will bring Unity  

Jesus brought together people who would not like each other.  Matthew was a tax collector and a disciple named James was a zealot.  They were on the opposite sides in politics – but they agreed to follow Jesus.  Peter, James, John and Andrew were fishermen, who worked with their hands.  Yet Jesus also spoke with Nicodemus who was a teacher, who worked with his brain and his books.  Jesus spoke to the Woman at the Well, who was a Samaritan – when no man from Israel would ever spend time with women or with Samaritans.  All of these different people found Life in Jesus.


The Holy Spirit unites us.  We here at Bethany would not know each other if it were not for Jesus.  Some of you are kids and some of you are old – and some of us are in the middle.  When to old and young get together?  Aren’t the kids playing with their computers and the old times are telling stories?  We have English and Lao speakers.  We only know each other because of Jesus – without Jesus we might smile and wave, but we would not know each other.

Jesus said it this way:   John 14:20-21 -- On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."
II.  How does this work?


I have been thinking about these things all week.  I wondered why it is that we do not experience these things in our lives all the time.  Why is the work of the Spirit not more powerful in our lives?


Today’s passage is like a Sandwich.  A sandwich is usually something delicious between two pieces of bread.


The Something Delicious is the ministry of the Holy Spirit.  Do you see all that he does:  He is a helper, sent by God to be with us forever, to bring us the truth, and to give us Life and unity.


What is the bread?  Look at verse 15 and 21.

15"If you love me, you will obey what I command. 16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever—

21Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me. He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him."

The Bread is obedience to Jesus commands.  These two verses say that we need to obey.  If we believe we should obey.  If we love God, we should obey. If we have his command, we should obey.


I started by saying:   The Holy Spirit does now





What Jesus did then.

What was it that allowed people in Jesus day to receive his gifts?  You know that not everyone was healed and not everyone was fed, and not everyone was taught.


It was only those who believed and who followed his teaching.  Those who did not believe received nothing.  Those who did not keep his teaching received nothing.


Since the Holy Spirit is “another Counselor” the same rules apply.  If you want to receive his help, is presence, his truth, his life and his unity, you need to receive the words of Jesus and keep them


The first command is to trust in Jesus for Salvation – Jesus said “Come to me all you who are weary and I will give you rest.”  Jesus said, “so that whoever believes in me will not perish but have everlasting life.”


Do you believe the Gospel?  Unbelief will keep you from the Life that comes by the Holy Spirit.

The rest is to keep the command of Jesus.  In John 13:34 Jesus gave this command.


John 13:34     A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to love one another. 


If we want to know the fullness of Spiritual life.  If we want to know what it means to have the life of Jesus among us, then we need to keep this command – to love one another as Christ has loved us.


As we come to the Lord’s Supper, I want you to pray to God about any anger, any jealousy, and division, any hurt and any lack of love between you and another Christian.  


Failing to Love will keep you all from experiencing the life of the Holy Spirit.

