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We Believe: God Created and Spoke to Us about Jesus our Savior.  I have been sharing on the work of Christ that gives him the title Savior.    Leviticus 17 told us that life is in the blood, so that the blood of Christ represents his life given as a substitute for us.  Psalm 22 showed us the real torment of the Cross, but also the hope beyond the Cross that caused Jesus to press forward through death to life.


So we turn to the Gospel of Mark.  What we will see is that Jesus disciples had a hard time understanding the Salvation that Jesus offered.  They had hopes of a political salvation.  They saw Crowns.  Jesus had in mind a different kind of salvation – the restoration of men and women to a right relationship to God.  Jesus saw a Cross not a Crown ahead of him.

I.  “…with Jesus leading the way.” -  Mark 10:32-34


Mark’s Gospel shows that Jesus was leading the way toward Jerusalem.  In Luke’s gospel it says that Jesus set his face like flint toward Jerusalem.  Flint is a hard stone – used to make sparks for fire.  It  is a stone that can be chipped skillfully to make arrow heads, but it can not be made soft of dull.  So Jesus was firmly determined to go to Jerusalem.


What was going to happen there?  Mark has already recorded twice what Jesus said was waiting for him in the capital city.  It wasn’t a ticker tape parade.


After Peter confessed that Jesus is the Christ, we read in Mark 8:31-32 
    And he began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again. [32] And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 

After he was Transfigured for a short time into the Glorious Son of God, he brought the disciples down to earth with this second teaching in Mark 9:31-32 

    …for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, "The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men, and they will kill him. And when he is killed, after three days he will rise." [32] But they did not understand the saying, and were afraid to ask him. 

How did Jesus know what was to happen?  As the Son of God he had access to God’s knowledge base, but as the Son of Man he had access to the Scriptures, and he could read Leviticus 17, Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53.


The disciples may have had in mind that Jesus would wear a Crown, and that they would rule with him, but Jesus knew he was headed toward his death.


We see this in the attitudes of the three groups.  First Jesus is walking ahead, fixed on Jerusalem.  Second the Disciples are astonished – It was going to happen – but would it be their dreams of a Kingdom, or would it be this other thing Jesus had been talking about.  Third, the crowd behind was afraid – they were sensing the danger.

II.  “Do for us whatever we ask.”   V. 35-37

We can see what the disciples were thinking by what James and John do next.  They approach Jesus as they are on the road.  They start by asking Jesus to do whatever they want.  Really it is not a question, but a demand.  “We want you to do whatever we ask.”


Jesus does not say yes to this but asks what they want.


They reply, “Let one of us sit on your right and the other sit at your left in your glory.”


We know how the story ended, and we see that Jesus warned them two times already, so we find it hard to believe that the disciples could be so out of it.   How could they have missed Jesus point?


Just the way we miss repeated points.  Your eyes see many things, but you only pay attention to some of it.  Your ears take in all the sounds around you, but you only hear what you choose to hear.


When you have a goal in mind, everything else can go by the wayside.  This is why you should not buy a car on the first visit to the lot, nor get married after one date. 


The disciples had some scripture in mind.  The Messiah was to be a king over the nations and the one who brings peace and prosperity.  They had the inside track.  They know the Messiah.  So they had Glory in their heads.

III. “You don’t know what you are asking.”  V. 38-40


Jesus answers them.   You do not know what you are asking for.  He compares his destiny to a cup and to a baptism.  Are you able to drink from my cup?  Are you able to endure my baptism?


They said, “We can.”


Do you admire them for their confidence?    Before you do, it would be smart to find out what the baptism and the cup mean.  Do you want to to drink from the cup if it is filled with bitterness?


The cup can have several meanings in the bible.  There are positive meanings.  When we say the 23rd Psalm, we find one of them. 


Psalm 23: 5 

[5] You prepare a table before me

in the presence of my enemies;

you anoint my head with oil;

my cup overflows.

This is what they think the cup means.  But Jesus knows that there is another cup.  God sometimes fills a cup with his wrath and causes the people to drink it to the bottom.

Isaiah 51:17 

Wake yourself, wake yourself,

Stand up, O Jerusalem,

You who have drunk from the hand of the Lord

The cup of his wrath,

Who have drunk to the dregs

The bowl, the cup of staggering.

The Cup Jesus is to drink is the cup of Wrath.  He will drink this cup to the bottom, down to the dregs.  It is not a cup that he deserves.  The people Isaiah referred to had to drink a cup made up out of their own rebellion and injustice.  Jesus drinks the cup that others have filled with their injustice and rebellion.


Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 predicted what drinking this cup would mean.  The Gospels each record what it did mean.  And it also records that the disciples as a group did not stay and drink – John alone was there to watch, but all the others fled.


Jesus has some unexpected news.  They would drink this cup – later James was the first of the apostles to die for the Gospel – in the very first persecution of the church. John lived a long life, but much of it was spent on the island prison on Patmos.  But that was in their distant future.

IV. The rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them…”  v. 41-43a


This is such a realistic case study in human nature.  Here are 12 followers of Jesus.  They have been with him for 3 years of ministry and teaching.   With him they fed thousands.  Along side him they have seen the sick healed and the dead raised.  They have seen him touch the untouchable and help the hopeless.

But when James and John asked for the best seats in the Kingdom, they all got angry.  They became indignant.  Was it, do you think, that they had pure motives and they were astounded at the arrogance of James and John?


No, they were indignant because James and John beat them to the punch.  Once they saw them ask for prime positions, they were sorry that they might be left out.


Jesus gives them some good news and some bad news.  The good news is that there remained a pathway to greatness for each of them.  James and John had not come out ahead.  The bad news – from their point of view – was that Jesus was teaching a new kind of leadership.


If you asked an ancient citizen of these lands what a leader was – whey would answer that it was a King.  David, Solomon, Caesar were all leaders.  Men would follow their orders.  Men would risk their lives to make these men comfortable.  It is said that Solomon had ice, which was brought by runners from the mountains.  When leaders such as this said, “Jump”, the people asked, “how high?”


Who is the winner in Football?  The one who wins the Super Bowl.  Who is the winner on Wall Street? The one who gets a 6 figure bonus.  Who is the winner in school? The one who gets the scholarship and the honor cord.

V.  “Not so with you…”  v. 43b-44


Jesus had a different model.


v. 43 – “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.  And whoever wants to be first must e be slave of all.”


Jesus came to be the Savior – but in becoming the savior, he gave us a new plan for leadership.  Greatness is not being the fastest, smartest, richest or biggest.  That is greatness in the world.  If you want to be remembered as a great person – then strive for those goals.  You may even achieve fame.  Maybe they will remember you after your death.  


But if you want to be great in the Kingdom of God – then you will need to serve.  In Jesus’ kingdom, we do not scramble for the top.  We do not push down those ahead of us, and push away those behind us.


Once John the Baptists followers were upset that Jesus’ crowds were greater than John’s.  John said, “I must get smaller so he can get bigger.”  John knew the Jesus way of leadership.


Later, in John’s gospel, on the night before Jesus was arrested, he became a servant of these men.  They took off his outer garments and he washed their feet.  It was a shocking act, for only household servants did such tings, not teachers and leaders.


But Jesus was leading by service.


We should all know verse 43-44.  “Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant.  And whoever wants to be first must e be slave of all.”

VI.  “For even the Son of Man…” – v. 45


Some argue that this is the central verse in the Gospel of Mark.  The first 8 chapters show through this life and ministry that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.  Then, as soon as that identity is established, Jesus begins to speak of his death.  There are two things in this verse:  Jesus is our Example.   Jesus is our Ransom.  


Example:  The word “For” means because.   Jesus said this:  “whoever wants to be first must be a slave of all, for the Son of man did not come to be served but to serve.”

Jesus is here teaching that he is an example.  Jesus way to the Cross, to the Cup of Wrath taken for us, is a model of what it means to lead.  It shows us what it means to be great.


We often ignore this lesson. We think that the person who is famous or who is up front is great.  But when God reveals his rewards for service, there will be many who are rewarded who were “nobodies.”  They were nobodies to us, but not to God.  


When God reveals his reward, there were will be many who seemed to be somebody, who will turn out to be not that important.  Those who elbow others aside to get the stage and the credit, will not get any reward.


Jesus service is our Example.


Ransom.  Jesus service is our Salvation.  In this verse we see the second thing.  “The Son of Man came…to serve and to give his life aw a ransom for many.” 


Jesus paid the ransom for our sins.  He paid for our little sins and our big sins.  He paid for our little white lies and our big dark lies and or words of boasting as well as our gossip and put downs.  He paid for the things we did that we should not have done.  He paid for the things we did not do that we should have done.  All of these sins of ours would be an overwhelming pile of debt that we would hve to pay.   We are good at making excuses for all of these things, but before God’s truth our excuses are meaningless.  

Total all your sins up and consider the debt that is owed.  Then total up all the sins of all the people of the world.  This is the debt that was paid.


As a man, Jesus can be our ransom – for only a person can pay for the sins of humanity.  He offered himself in our place.


As the Son of God, Jesus is able to be our substitute.    His payment is good for anyone.  For whom does it pay?  For all who believe in him.   
