God Unites Us
Galatians 2:11-21
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It is a wonderful thing to come together in the House of God.  The psalm says, “How good it is when brothers live together in unity.” (Ps 133:1)


Our world is divided.  People are divided by being men or women, but being of different nations, by speaking different languages.  We eat different food and we like different music.  Some people are talkative and others are quiet.


But Jesus has made us all into one family.  There is no division in Jesus – because we are all one with Him.


The Gospel makes us one,


But our Unity can be broken.


Turn with me to Galatians 2:11-21.

I.   The Gospel makes us one.  v. 11-12


 We start with Peter.  Peter is called Cephas in this passage.  Peter means Rock in Greek and Cephas means Rock in Aramaic – the language spoken in Israel.


We know Peter was a fisherman, but Jesus called him to quit catching fish and to go catch men.  So Peter became an apostle – and it was his main work to catch men for God – by preaching the Gospel.


In Acts 10, Peter is told by God to go and preach the Gospel to Gentiles for the first time.  Gentiles are all the people in the world who are not Jewish.  At the start the Gospel was only spread among Jewish people.  Peter was given the job to bring the first Gentiles to Jesus.


He went to the house of a Roman Soldier named Cornelius.  This was hard for him, because he had always been taught to stay away from Gentiles – because they did sinful thing s not allowed in the Bible.


But he went and he preached this message:  Acts 10:34-35 
    So Peter opened his mouth and said: "Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, [35] but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 

    
After he preached the whole family of Cornelius believed, they received the Holy Spirit and they were baptized.  

Some years later, Peter is visiting the church in Antioch.  This was the very first church that was made up of Gentiles.  Up to this point, the churches had been Jewish Believers.  But in Acts 11 we read this:  
    Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except Jews. [20] But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. [21] And the hand of the Lord was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 

Acts 11:19-21

So we find a beautiful unity at the start.  Peter was together eating with the Gentile believes.  They did not sit separately – with the Jewish Christians in one place and the Gentile in another.  They sat together.  They ate together, the talked together..


All this is because the Gospel makes us One.  When someone believes in Jesus, they become part of Jesus family – and they become a citizen of a new country – the Kingdom of God.  So there is no longer any reason to be divided.

II. Unity is easily broken.  V. 12-12
