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I want to tell you about Peter.  Peter was one of the first followers of Jesus.  He was a natural leader.  Partly that was because he was a big and strong man – as a fisherman he worked with his hands.  Partly that was because he was not afraid to lead.


These abilities also caused trouble for Peter.  His life could have been a disaster, but it was turned around by the Lord.


Peter is like all of us.  You have talents that can be useful, but you have the ability to make mistakes as well.  What happens to those people who make mistakes in life?  Will Jesus cast them aside for new followers who have not made mistakes?


I want to remind you of Peter’s story today.  Maybe his restoration will give you encouragement that you also can be restored.

I.  Broken Promises.


On Thursday evening of Jesus last week on the earth, he had a meal with his 12 disciples.  It was on that night that he started offering the Lord’s Supper.  It was on that night that he taught many important truths that his followers need to know.   It was on that night that he warned them that he was going away.


Peter asked him, “Lord where are you going”


Jesus said, “Where I am going you can not come.”


Peter said, “Why can’t I follow.  I will lay down my life for you.”


Peter was showing his leadership ability.  He was not afraid of death.  He would follow Jesus anywhere!  Or so he thought.


Jesus replied “I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you will disown me three times!”


This was said in the evening meal, so before the sun raises enough to cause the rooster to crow, Peter would be proven a failure.


What happened is recorded in Chapter 18.  After Jesus was arrested, John and Peter followed the soldiers to see what would happen to Jesus.  They were able to get into the courtyard where the trial was happening.  Then a servant girl asked Peter is he was a follower of Jesus and he said, “I am not.”  That is incredible – only 6 or 8 hours before he said he would give his life for Jesus, but now he is not admitting to being a follower.  A little later, as Peter was warming himself by the fire, he was asked by others if he was a follower of Jesus – he said that he was not.  And then another servant asked him, “Did I not see you when Jesus was arrested?” and peter denied it.  Then as the sun rose, the rooster crowed.

Jesus was right – three times Peter denied Jesus.  This only happened because he stayed close, like John did.  And peter was someone that people remembered – because he was a leader.  But his leadership caused him to fail.


What would you do with peter?  Maybe you would say, “Ok Peter, we will give you a job, not one that is so hard, and not one where people will see you.”

If that is what you think? What do you think of your own life?  If you do something that falls short of your promise – will you be discarded or demoted?  Do you have fear of failure?  Do you have shame from failure?  These have caused many people who follow Jesus to stay out of the work of God – but that does not have to be the case.


I want to share with you the steps that Jesus took to bring Peter back.

II. Restoration
Step One – Hope


The first change in Peter is seen after the word came to the disciples that Jesus tomb was empty.  It was some of the women who followed Jesus who first discovered this.  They had gone to give him a proper burial – his burial had been rushed to be completed on Friday evening.  


So Peter and John run to the tomb.  John was younger and faster and got there first, and stood at the entry looking in.  Peter rushed up and went inside the tomb.  They saw the clothes that  had wrapped Jesus in lying there where his body had been.  They saw a folded cloth that had been over his face.


Peter had denied Jesus because he lost hope.  He might have stood up in a heroic struggle against the soldiers.  He did in fact take a sword and cut off the ear of one of the guards.  But when Jesus went willingly to his arrest – he lost hope in Jesus.


But now, when the tomb is empty – he has hope again.   


The first step to be restored to a life with God has to be hope – you have to have a reason to believe that God loves you and will accept you – even with your failings.

Step Two – Evidence


There are three times in Johns Gospel, all in chapter 20, where Jesus appears to the disciples.  On that Easter Sunday evening, he appeared to them, and he showed them his hands and side where his body had been pierced.  The marks were still there, but healed.  


One disciple, Thomas was not there for some reason. He said, “I did not see him and I will not believe until I see him for myself.  I want to touché the place where his wounds were.”  Thomas had to wait a week, but finally Jesus appeared again to the disciples.  He turned to Thomas and said, “Come here and touch my hands with your finger and my side where I was wounded.  Stop doubting and believe.”


Thomas says, “My Lord and My God!”


Then we come to our text for today – in Chapter 21. In this chapter we find that Peter is again a leader.  He was with 6 other of the disciples when he said, “I am going fishing.”  So they went and fished that night.  They fished and caught nothing.

This is frustrating – I once fished for a whole summer and caught only one fish.  But Peter was an expert – he was not used to failure.  Then Jesus appeared on the shore and said – as he had back on the day Peter was called to be an apostle – try throwing your net on the other side of the boat.


So they tried that, and the net was filled with fish.  Peter at once knew that it was Jesus on the Shore – because this had happened the same way the first time.  So he grabbed his robe, tied it around himself and swam to shore.


There was Jesus, cooking flat bread and fish on a fire.  He told them all to come and add fish to his fire, and they ate together on the shore of the lake.


This was a man’s meal I am sure.  There were no table clothes or plates or silverware.  They probably had their fishing knives.  But what a feast this was for Peter and the others – because of Jesus.

Step Three – Face to Face - John 21:15-17

15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?” 


“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” 

Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”   


16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you truly love me?” 


He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.” 


Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”   


17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” 


Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?”   He said, “Lord, you know all things;   you know that I love you.” 


Jesus said, “Feed my sheep 

It was not enough that Peter knew that Jesus was alive again.  Jesus called Peter aside to talk to him about his denials.  Do you think Peter was afraid that this might happen?  Did Peter wonder if Jesus would say anything?  Would he remove him from leadership?  Would he yell at him?


But three times he asks Peter “Do you love me?”  These three times equal the number of times that Peter denied Jesus.  They had said, “Do you know Jesus” and he said “no.”  Jesus asked a harder question – “Do you love me.”


Why did he ask that?  It is because Love is the first qualification of a follower of Jesus.  We must love him if we are to serve him.  It is not enough to have knowledge and evidence; we must love him.


Then three times Jesus said that Peter had a job – he is to feed and care for the “sheep.”  This is not to change Peter from being a fisherman to being a sheep herder.  This is to change Peter from being a failure to becoming a Pastor.  For a pastor is one who leads and fees the sheep.


Peter, if you love me, show it by being a good pastor.


If you suffer from failure – you should not think that it will go away in time.  You should not think that if you only learn some new information it will be OK.  You have to have the face to face encounter with the Lord.  That is the thing that will restore you.


I want to ask you: Are you on the side watching?  Are you there because you know you have failed?  What Peter learned is important for you.  Go to the Lord and admit your fault.  He needs you to be honest and open with him about your failings.  Then he will be able to restore you.

Step Four – receive your calling


Peter was given the calling to “feed the sheep”.  Jesus also added, that they day would come, as Peter had once said, that he would give his life for his work.  It would not be because he swung a sword at the enemy, but because he shared the word of God with love.


John was there again on the beach, and Peter asked about John.  Here is an interesting thing.  Jesus did not talk to Peter about what John would do.  What would happen to John was not Peter’s concern.   Peter should be concerned about his own life.  As for Peter, the word from the Lord was “Follow me.”


We can also be held out of service to the Lord because we wish we could be someone else.  We want to have someone else’s gifts and calling.  But just as Peter can not become John, you can not become someone else.

It can tell you this.  Looking around at what God is dong in other people can confuse you, or cause you to be envious.


Peter had to learn to be satisfied to Love the Lord, and to follow him wherever that would lead.  Just as you and I need to be satisfied with loving the Lord and serving him wherever we are in our lives.  

I wonder if you feel like Peter did.   

Have you failed?  Jesus will restore you, but you have to meet with him.  That dark stain on your past needs to be washed by the Lord.

Are you ashamed?  Jesus loves you and will meet with you.  Can you imagine eating bread and fish on the shore with the Living Lord – what would you talk about if you could?

Are you envious?  Accept that what Jesus has for you is the best for you.  You can try to be someone else, but you will only be frustrated.  It is better to enjoy the calling you have received.
Jesus said to Peter, but he also says to us, “Follow me.”
