Love your Neighbor
Leviticus 19:18

May 2, 2010


The two great commands are to Love God and to Love your neighbor.  This month of May we will pay attention to the second command:  Love your neighbor as yourself.

This command is found in the book of Leviticus chapter 19.  In this chapter of the Bible there are 16 teachings.  Each of these ends with the phrase “I am the Lord”. Or they end with the phrase, “I am the Lord your God.”


This teaches us that all the commands that we follow come from God.  The reason we keep them is because God is good.  God is good all the time.  His commands are also good.


If you study Chapter 19 of Leviticus you can find every one of the 10 Commandments are there – they are applied to  specific situations.

Today we will read Leviticus 19:11-18.  (Read)


The command that Jesus quoted is the last verse we read.  “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”

What I want us to do today is to see four ways that we can apply this command.    

I.  Be Honest – v. 11,12


These two verses refer to three of the 10 commandments.  God says that we should not misuse his name.  He says that we should not lie.  He says that we should not seal what belongs to another.  Those are the 3rd, 8th and 9th commandments.


These commands are given as a negative – they tell us things that we should not do.  Many people hate to hear the word no.


We have friends with two grown children.  When their children were young, the little boy was doing something that was dangerous.  I looked over at him and said, “No.  Do not do that.” 


This little boy, who was about 3 years old, looked at me, his face turned red, his mouth turned downward, and he began to cry.  He cried very loudly.


His mother looked over to me and said, “He does not like the word NO.”


We are a lot like that little boy.  We do not like the word NO either.  If someone tells us not to do something, we are more likely to do it.


But the “NO” commands are important.  They tell us the thing that will hurt us or will hurt our neighbors.


“Do not Steal”.  We should no take what belongs to someone else.  What if I can get more money from the government, or from an insurance company?  Some people say that is OK because it does not hurt anyone.  But stealing is wrong.  


We should be people who pay what is fair for our taxes, give honest work to our job, and let other people keep their own things.


“Do not Lie.”  We should not tell lies.  The reason is that God is true and we should speak the truth.  Usually we tell lies because we want to get something from someone else.  I might want to sell a house or a car.  Should I only tell about the good things?  An honest person will tell you about the parts that need repair.  Why should we tell the truth?  Because the commands end with the statement “I am the Lord”.  


“Do not swear falsely”.  We usually understand the command “do not use the Lord’s name in vain” to mean that we should not curse or use bad words.   But it also means that we should not make promises in God’s name that we do not intend to keep.  Have you ever said, “I will pray for you.” And then you did not pray, and you really did not intend to pray for them.  You should say what you mean.

Each of these three commands tells us that we need to be honest.  We love our neighbors by being honest.  Why should we be honest?  Because God says, “I am the Lord your God.”

II. Be Fair – v. 13-14


Honest Pay. When the bible was written, it was common for a farmer or a businessman to hire someone for the day.  The custom was that he should pay the worker each day for what he did.  With that understanding, it is important that they not hold on to the money and say,”I will pay your later.’

This is only fair.  The worker might need that money right away – maybe that is how he will pay for his food.


Other times people steal from others.  Or they take advantage of people who have a disability.  


Honest Work.  Every year in the spring there are companies that go from door to door selling paint jobs, windows, yard work.  Most of them are honest, but sometimes they try to trick older people to get their money.  They get a check, cash it and leave town.  


If you have a friend or neighbor who is getting older, maybe you can offer to help.  Maybe you can watch and make sure no one is trying to trick them.


God calls for us to be fair to everyone.  Why should we be fair?  Because, God commands us to love our neighbor.  Why else should we be fair? Because God says, “I am the Lord your God.”

III.  Be Just – v. 15-16

No Partiality. One of the evil things that happens in the world is that people are nice to the rich and mean to the poor.  People like this are trying to get something from rich people.  Since poor people can give them nothing, they do not care about them.


The book of James described a church service where this happened.  A Rich man in nice clothes came in.  The People all said, You are welcome here.  Com and have this good seat.  Then a poor man in old clothes came in and they said, “Well, you, sit over then on the floor.”


Is this how we should be?  No!  We believe that God has created all our neighbors – both rich and poor.  Everyone is loved by God.  Jesus came into the world for both the rich and the poor.


If you are called to be a witness in court, tell the truth.  Even if you tell the truth in a way that stands up for the poor person and makes the rich person mad.  Are you afraid of the rich man and what he might do? You should also think about What God who is richer and more powerful than any rich man will say to you.

No Gossip.  Some people try to get even by spreading lies and gossip.  I get silly things sent to me by email – and if you look into them you find that about 2/3 of them are false.  There is nothing that spreads faster than a rumor or bad news.


Do you see how much time and energy was spent on tiger Woods?  Why are we not just as interested in a good school teacher who helps her kids?  Why are we not just as interested in a good farmer who cares for his land?


We should spread good news, not bad news.  Why, because we are called to love our neighbor.  Why?  Because God says, “I am the Lord your God.”

IV.  Love your neighbor.


This fourth teaching is deeper.  The others all deal with our actions.  This command deals with what is buried deep in our hearts.


“Do not hate your brother in your heart.”


Why is this important?  I think there are two reasons.


First, God knows our hearts.  We should not keep hate in our hearts, because our hearts were made for Love not for hate.  And God knows all of our secrets.


I might be able to trick someone.  They might think I like them, when I don’t!  We can only know the words and actions that we see and we hear.


I can not trick God.  If I do things, and say that they are for love, but really I hate the people, what then?    Here is what the Bible says,   Even if I give up my life, but there is no love, it is nothing!


The second reason is that what is hidden in your heart will come out in your words and actions.  These verses talk about not taking revenge.  If I keep hate in my heart, someday I will say or do something to hurt them.


I can not trick my own heart.


Why do I need to love my Neighbor?  Because God said, “I am the Lord your God.”


This verse makes it clear how much we need God.  


We need God’s power.  He can cleanse our hearts from hate.  He can replace hate with love.  With God’s power we can be changed from hate to love.


Why should we replace hate with Love?  Because God is love.  Why should we replace hate with love?  Because God says, “I am the Lord your god.”

