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Today is Mother’s Day.  Everyone should know this already.  Those who want to see Mother’s Day gifts have advertised this day very well.  


What are the gifts we should give our Mothers, if we believe the advertising?   Flowers, chocolate, jewelry, dinner out in a restaurant and greeting cards are all on the list.


Now I want you to think.  Beyond what you give to mothers to honor them on Mother’s day, what can you do to honor your mother every day?  What is the gift that has meaning?  What is the gift that will be remembered after the flowers wilt and the chocolate has been eaten?


Turn with me to the book of Proverbs.  The book of proverbs is a book of wisdom.  The first 9 chapters contain teachings of a father to his son.  I preached on those chapters last year.  You can go to the website and read those if you want to refresh your memory.


Chapters 10 through 31 contain mostly single verse proverbs.  There are some small groupings of several verses, but mostly it is a collection of wisdom that is organized loosely.   Chapters 10 through 22 contain a book called “the Wisdom of Solomon”  These are presented as the proverbs that Solomon either wrote or collected.  He is presented to us as a Wise man.  One of the marks of a wise man is that he listens to others.  So these are the proverbs that Solomon collected.


And what is the very first verse in this collection?  

“A wise son brings joy to his father, 


But a foolish son grief to his mother.”


This verse answers the question I have posed.  Beyond flowers, chocolate and cards, the gift that will honor your mother and your father is that you live a wise life.


Honor your mother with a wise life.

I.  A Wise Life – v. 1


This proverb is a very normal example.  It comes in two parts.  The first part of the sentence here is in contrast with the second.   I


It says that a wise son bring joy to his father.  That is good.  We should want to bring joy to our parents.  The second part says that a foolish son brings grief to his mother.  This is a bad thing.  We would not want to cause our mothers to grieve over our lives.


Now you might say to me:  This is a bad proverb for Mother’s day, because it talks about bringing grief to Mothers.


To understand a proverb like this, you need to see that the parts can often we moved around.  We could just as easily say that a son brings joy to his mother and a foolish one brings grief to his father.


The proverb is saying that the life of the child will wither be a gift to the parent, or it will be a burden.


Now this is why I say, the best gift we can give to Mothers and to Fathers is a wise life.


More long distance telephone calls are made on Mother’s day than any other day of the year.  I am glad that so many people are able to remember to call and speak to their moms.  It does not bother me that there are fewer calls on Father’s day --  Mom’s work harder.


But, do you think that the mother who only gets one phone call each year from her son is happy with that?  Do you think that the mother who gets a call from prison from her son is happy?  Do you think that the mother who only gets a card, or some flowers, but no call at all is happy?


Clearly we give joy to our mothers and fathers by sharing our lives with them.  They are our biggest supporters.  They are not just parents until we turn 18, but for all of our lives.  They don’t quit worrying about us even when we are grown. 


So instead of sending a bouquet of flowers, let’s give to our mothers the knowledge that we are leading lives of wisdom.    
II. Honesty – v. 2,3


The verses that follow down through verse 14 reflect on different ways that we can live wisely.  That is, these are the gifts we can give to our parents.  The first gift is found in verses 2 and 3.

2 Ill-gotten treasures are of no value,

but righteousness delivers from death. 
3 The LORD does not let the righteous go hungry 
but he thwarts the craving of the wicked.

One of the teachings of Wisdom is that you can not find quick solutions to your life’s problems.  There are many promises for quick solutions. 


 For example, if I have a lot of worry, I can take a pill to help me be calm. That is a quick solution.  It is not a good solution, because I still have worries.  A longer solution, but a wiser one would be to do two things.  I should present my worries to God in prayer.  The bible says that there is a peace that is beyond understanding for those who pray.  The second thing I should do is re-evaluate my life.  Maybe I spend more than I make, or maybe I have bad diet and exercise patterns.  Maybe I am engaged is some kind of sin.  Those things need to be eliminated.

People want to have money.  The Bible has a mixed message on Money.  It can be a blessing or it can be a curse.  When we receive our money with gratitude and use it in a wise and generous way, it is a blessing. When we put our hope in money, it is a curse.

People will cheat and steal to get money.  But Proverbs 10:2 says that ill-gotten treasure is of no value.  Quick money based on lies and cheating do not make people happy.


If you think that money always makes for happiness – look at the front cover of the gossip magazines they sell at the grocery store.  I don’t advocate buying one, just look at the cover story.  What do you see? Anger, betrayal, addiction and divorce.


And immoral money is worse. 


What Solomon adds in verse 3 is that God is involved in this process.  Sometimes our choices have automatic consequences.  Wisdom should lead to more happiness than foolishness or sin.


But there is more to this than actions and results.  Verse 3 says that God is active to make sure that the righteous have what they need.   He will provide.  Jesus taught us not to worry because God has promised to care for his children.  Verse 3 also ways that God will thwart, or frustrate the plans of the wicked.  It is not jus that they reap the fruit of their actions, it is that God is actively keeping them from success and happiness.

Why is this?  God wants us to love him and to love our neighbors.  He rewards good choices and frustrates bad choices so that we will decide to turn to him for our happiness.


So instead of giving jewels and diamonds to our mothers, let’s give to them the knowledge that their children are living honest lives.

III. Partnerships – v. 4,5


There is an author named Alyce McKenzie.  She has written several scholarly books on the Proverbs.  What she lies to say is that proverb is like the punch line of a joke, when the rest of the joke has been removed.


When we read a proverb like verse 5, we need to image the story that lies behind this punch line.


“He who gathers in summer is a prudent son,


But he who sleeps in harvest is a son who brings shame.”


That verse is the punch line.  The hard working son works hard during the harvest.  The foolish son sleeps.


Behind this proverb is the ancient custom of the harvest.  After a year of work, harvest comes.  The farmer works hard all year long, but it has a regular speed and method to it.  The land is prepared.  Seeds are planted.  Weeds are removed.  Water is applied when needed.  Animals and insects are kept away.  Each day the farmer goes out and does the task.  


But then in the fall, the harvest is ready.  Then the busy farmer calls out all the workers he can.  His wife and children come out.  Maybe those who live in town come out to the farm.  Everyone works hard from sunrise to sundown to bring in the harvest.   If they start too early, the crop is not ready.  If they wait to lone it is spoiled.   


Now when everyone is working, mom, dad, uncles and aunts, children and grandparents, there is the oldest son, laying under a tree in the shade, sleeping.  He is a disgrace.  He makes everyone angry.  He puts the harvest in danger by his laziness.

So what we learn in this proverb is that in our families we are in a partnership.  We all have to do our work when we are called upon.  Very few of us are farmers, but the same principle is at work.


When my father was stuck down with a brain tumor, he was visiting my sister.  She started the process of seeing the doctors.  Then he was returned home near my brother, and he also got involved.   I lived in Wisconsin, so I waited until after the operation so I could come and relieve my brother and sister.  We all took our part to make sure Dad got the best care possible.  


Families are partnerships.  Moms and dads, brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles and grandparents all work together in a partnership.

So if you take your mom out for dinner in a restaurant today – great.  But don’t forget to do your part in the partnership on all the other days.

IV. Conversation – v. 11-14


The verses from v. 6 to v. 10 have to do with the effect of our words on  our own lives.  This is an important subject, but since we are talking about Mother’s Day, I want to skip down to verses 11-14.

11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, 
but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. 
12 Hatred stirs up dissension,

but love covers over all wrongs. 

 
In my family growing up, conversation was valued.  We would eat dinner together and talk about our days.  We liked to tell the family stories.  When Jerry met my family, she was not quite sure what she was getting into.  When I met her family it was a lot the same.  The stories were different, but conversation was important.


In fact, we are commanded by God to have family conversation. The great command to love God is followed by these words:  “Impress these commands on your children.  Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk on the road, when you lid down and when you get up.”  God’s word is to be woven into our daily conversations.


This conversation should include Life and Forgiveness.

Life from conversation is found in verse 11.
“The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life.”
These times of family conversation are life giving.  They give the word of God, they share important stories, and they express the value we had for each other.  Our words in our families are celebrations of life.


Turn off the TV, get tougher for a meal, a board game, look at family pictures, or do whatever is your tradition for fun with the family, and let the words that give life flow.


Forgiveness from conversation is found in verse 12. 
“Hatred stirs up violence, but love covers all offenses.”
Our words, when they are gracious, do not stir up the fires of anger.  They do not constitute keeping track of our mistakes.  If you answer another person’s words by saying, “You always say stupid stuff like that.” You are stirring up anger.  


But when we can forgive each other that is a blessing.  God has forgiven you in Jesus.  We are in his family because he has forgiven us of our sins.  So we need to practice that same forgiveness for each other.  Don’t remember sins.  Don’t use them as weapons.  Allow the gracious love of God to cover these sins with mercy and forgiveness.

 So this Mother’s day, in addition to giving flowers, chocolate, a dinner out, and a greeting card, decide to honor your father and mother by leading a life of wisdom:  Chose to be honest.  Do your part in the family. Engage in life giving conversation.  As God our Father has forgiven you, forgive one another.
