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Turn with me to today’s text.  It is one of a series of controversies that Jesus had with those who did not like what he said.


Yes, Jesus was involved with controversy.  We might think, because of all the pictures of Jesus with halos and with quite and reverent looks that he was never in a controversy.  Today some theologians try to strip away anything that does not fit their idea of Jesus meek and mild.


These controversy leads to Jesus answer to what is the most important of god’s commands.  It had been a matter of debate among the scholars for many years, so one of them put the question to Jesus.


I want us to read this passage and then make four observations – I have no intent to try to say all that is contained in these two commands.  In a sense they include within them the whole bible.  What I want to do is draw out four observations – these four things can be a sort of service check.  Do you have the Check Engine Light come on your car?  It means it is time to visit your mechanic.  Let this passage serve as your check engine light – how is your walk with the Lord?


R.

I.  Be Positive.


There are two commands here.  And the first thing we see about them is that they are positive.


“Love the Lord your god with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.”


“Love your neighbor as yourself.”


Love is a positive word.  The greatest command is not “avoid”, or “Do not” or “thou shalt not”.  It is to do something.   And the thing we are told to do is not to hate or to conquer, but to love.


The most important thing in life is Love.  I suppose that most people who have not gotten cynical about life will agree with this in theory.  This command of God’s is actually a large piece of common ground with the world.


When someone asks you what it means to be a Christian – I hope you don’t answer with saying:  Well a Christian is someone who goes to church, who gets baptized and who does not smoke, chew or go with girls who do.”


I hope that you say something else:  A Christian is someone who loves – who loves God and who loves others fully.


The Rabbis who studied the Hebrew Scriptures intensely discovered that there are 613 commands.  Most of them are negative commands.  Think of the 10 Commandments – they start with “Thou shall NOT…” And so some scholars and some devoted followers of the Law were very occupied with tracking and keeping all the 613 commands – these range from avoiding idol worship and murder, to not eating the wrong kinds of food and to tithing from your garden.  Over time the negative commands took over and being Religious was seen as being Negative – being a nay-sayer.


God wants our religion to be positive – that we Love him and that we love others fully.


How is your religion?  Is it positive or negative?


Have I admitted to this?  I avoid many Christian radio and TV stations.  I find that many of them are filled with fear.  When I listen to those speakers, I feel like I should join an expedition to another planet where we can start over.  But what does God call me to do?  To leave the earth?  No, He calls me to enter the world as Jesus did, and to love as Jesus loved.

Has your religion become a list of do’s and don’ts?  Don’t let this happen.  Remember that the greatest commandments are positive.  Love God and Love others fully.


I don’t want say that we eliminate the negatives.  The commands of God do include negatives.  We should still not murder, and not seek revenge, and not envy, and not tell lies.   But there is a positive reason for the negatives.  I do not murder because I love God and all his creation. I do not envy, because I love God and should be happy for my brother or sister who is happy.  In this light the negatives are not the most important, but they are servants of the command which is positive.  Love god and others fully.
II. Be Complete.

What we see about these commands is that they are complete.  The first calls us to love God with all our heart, soul and strength.  The actually command says “with all your” three times.  


The second command is also complete.  This one compares your love for other to your love for yourself.  If you think about it, all of your life has to do with yourself.  You eat, sleep, work, play, read, watch TV, paint, sing or whatever you do with and for yourself.  So when we love others as we love ourselves, that is also a complete activity.


This reminds me of the conversations on Sports Radio about the NFL draft.  It is amazing that football, which has a 16 week season, manages to stay in the news for about 48 weeks out of the year.  I expect they will find something for those other weeks soon enough.



I heard the discussion about which quarterback will be selected first in the draft.  As they talk about Colt McCoy, Tim Tebow, Jimmy Clausen or Sam Bradford. They analyze the parts of each player.  The scouts will want to know about their arms – can they throw hard, short and long, and quickly?  They want to know about their feet – it is necessary to run away from 350 pound defensive ends and still throw the ball.  They want to know about their eyes – can they see what the defense is doing?  They want to know about their brains – can they understand the NFL playbook?  Sooner or later someone says, Tim or Colt has the whole package.  Because all the parts do not mean much if the kid can not play football.  To do so they will hve to put it all together.


Do you think that your love for God is complete?  What if you were scouted by the NFL?  Do you have good feet – that are willing to walk in God’s paths?  Do you have a devoted heart – so that you delight to do what is right?  Do you have good hands – accustomed to working and to helping?  Do you have a good mind – is it filled with God’s word or only stock market quotes, commercial jingles, fantasy football numbers, the latest fashions, TV trivia and the like?

The commandments are complete.  This means that there is no area in your life that is unimportant or uninvolved with the Love of God and for others.


Jesus speaks of the heart – this is the inner place where you think, decide and chose what is important.  He speaks of the soul, this is where your feel and express yourself – it is more or less your psychology.  Jesus speaks of strength – this is both your physical and your mental strength.


God is one – and we are to love God with all of our parts.  We can not divide ourselves and say “with my heart I am for God, but with my hands I am for myself.”  Or “I enjoy the feeling of security in my soul in worship, but my mind is for other things.” 


So how complete is your devotion?  If you were this stick figure, could you point to all the inner and outer parts and say, “yes, I love the Lord with this part of me.”

III. Be Centralized.


 I have a calendar to manage my time.  I expect you have a calendar too – maybe notes on the refrigerator, or an I Phone with a calendar application, or a calendar form the bank hanging in a convenient place.


The busier we get, the harder it is to keep track of the parts of our lives.   

My third observation about Jesus commands is that they serve to centralize our lives.  By that I mean that they give order to all the parts of our lives.


It is like our solar system.  The planets all rotate around the sun, as do various asteroids and poor old Pluto who was demoted from planet to asteroid.  The moons in turn rotate around their planets.  All of this is clear and predictable – you can look up and see when there will be a full moon for the next several decades – or centuries.  You can discover when there will be eclipses of the sun or moon.


Now, remove the gravity of the sun, and the order of the system becomes chaos.  If at this moment the sun disappeared, we would plunge into darkness, a deep freeze and every thing that is now proceeding orderly in orbit would be flying into space.


The Love of God and the Love of neighbor serve as the centralizing force of our lives.  Love should be your sun.  Love should be your personal agenda.


You might think that you could keep this command only if you came to church every day.  But the command is not “Go to church.”  It is “Love God and Love others...”  So it is not that you need to have more religion in your life.


It is rather that you need to have more of God’s love in your life.  The love of God and the love of others ought to be always in your mind as you carry out your daily activities.  This command has as much to do with rolling out the trash and recycling carts every week, as it does with writing out your tithe check.  It has as much to do with your work or your volunteer time in the community, as it does with your time as a Sunday school teacher or an usher.  In whatever it is that you do, do it for the Love of God and for the love of the other.


So the question becomes – is love the central organizing principle of your life?  
Every 6 months of so I need to take all the things have in my calendar and lay them out on the table.  I make cards listing the things I do or should do or might do.  Then I put them in order, and then I try to eliminate some of them.  I decided if there are too many cards to fit on the table, I am too busy.


But over every decision I ask, “how does this help me love God and how doe this help me love others best?”

IV. Be Focused.


Jesus concluded:   “All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”


The first commandment – to Love God comes from Deuteronomy 6:5.  The Second commandment, to love your neighbor, comes from Leviticus 19:19.  These are just two of the 613 commands.  And they are from just two of the over 800 chapters of the Old Testament. Jesus said that every word of the Old Testament depend on these two commands.


This means that every command in the bible has either to do with Love for God or Love for Neighbor, or both.  It also means that every proverb, psalm, prophecy and story hang on the love of God.


This means that when you read the story of David and Goliath, you can ask what this has to do with the Love of God or of Neighbor.  (Goliath did not seem to receive much love here!).  


I would like to show you this principle at work with the Ten Commandments:   
1.  You shall have no other Gods.  If we love god fully, we will not divide our love between God and other gods, or between God and our Ego, or our money.

2.  You shall not make for yourself an idol.  An idol is a way to make our own god, one that we prefer.  Because we make it up, we can make it as we want it to be.  But we are called to Love the one true living God and creator of all things.

3.  You shall not misuse the name of God.  If we love God we want his name and reputation to be preserved – we pray with the psalmist “Or Lord our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.

4.  Remember the Sabbath.  If we devote 7 days a week to work, then what time do we have to get to know God, to rest and enjoy him.  Keeping the Sabbath is also about allowing our neighbor to have that time.

5.  Honor your father and your mother.  Your parents are your closest neighbors – we love God by loving and honoring them.

6.  Do not Murder – clearly you do not murder someone you love.

7.  You shall not commit adultery – clearly it is against love to take another’s wife or husband, or to betray the love of your won wife or husband.

8.  You shall not steal – thieves do not usually leave behind live notes _ “thanks I love you so much, I took your stuff.”

9.  You shall not give false testimony – we do not lie about other people.  We should not lie about those we disagree with.  There are lots of accusation and misstatements in the public arena.  Christians ought to be marked by a commitment to the truth.

10.  You shall not covet.  If you love your neighbor you do not want to take what makes for a happy life. Rejoice with their happiness and be content with your own.

1.  Is your life positive, characterized by love? Or is it negative?
2.  Is your love complete, or is it divided among competing loves?

3.  is your life centralized, or are you scattered all over the place?

4.  Is your life focused upon the two loves?
