What Does God Require?
Micah 6:1-8
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We are talking this month about what God desires from us.  We have seen that the greatest commandments are to love God fully and love others completely.  Now we turn to a passage that makes three applications to life.


Read – Micah 6:1-8

I.  Diagnosis –


We do not know very much about Micah the prophet.   We do know that he prophesied around the same time as Amos and Isaiah.  These were times of great prosperity for the people in Judea and in the northern kingdom of Israel.  The moral laxity that came about because of economic prosperity was a theme of the Prophet Amos.  And the religious indifference and lax attitude towards social justice was much on the tongue of Isaiah the prophet.


So we will consider the diagnosis of these people’.


1.  They had a rich spiritual heritage.  This is what the prophet tells them in verses 3-5.  He reminds them of the great acts he has done for them.  There was the exodus under the leadership of Moses, Aaron and Miriam.  They had been a slave people with no future.  Most enslaved nations in history are suppressed and destroyed by one means or another.  But God rescued them from Egypt.  He did not use an army.  He used Moses, a baby saved from the river, a man who was following sheep and goats for 40 years in the wilderness, and made him a leader.  He took Moses Brother Aaron, a man who could speak eloquently but who was not as strong as Moses. He took Miriam, who had cleverly saved Moses life as a child.  God preserved Israel from the power of the greatest empire on Earth.

Then he gives another example.  We find in the book of Numbers where a king named Balak tried to get a prophet named Balaam to put a curse of Israel.  Balaam was renowned for his spiritual powers – there is a monument to him that was recently discovered in the region of Moab.  But God preserved Israel fro the curse of Gods, and from many other dangers in the desert, until he settled them in the land.


Along the way God provided them with Laws, with a means of worship and he defeated all their enemies.


2.  They were indifferent.  Moses had warned Israel not to fall into a trip.  When whey got to the land and began to enjoy the fruitfulness of the land and the comfort of houses, they would not forget God.  In their prosperity they should not forget that it was God who made them prosper.  But over and over again that is what happened.


We are more prosperous than any previous generation of Americans, but has that wealth made us care more about God?  Has that prosperity become a God to be worshipped?


Judea became indifferent to all of this heritage.  Maybe they gave some recognition on special days, but every other day they went along their own ways serving themselves, seeking the good life without regard for the love of God and Neighbor.

3.  They mixed the knowledge of the one true God with other gods.  They accommodated the truth with cultural values.  The Canaanites were marked by God for final judgment.  It is a harsh reality of the bible that God can and will judge and condemn sinners to death.  You can not read the bible and escape that troubling truth. 


But Israel did not complete the destruction, so those bad moral influences and those wayward spiritual influences remained and over time lead them astray.  Israel soon mixed up the Lord with other lords and gods.  They took the name of God and would also attach the name of Baal to their children.


Imagine coming to a child dedication at church and finding young parents naming their children “Greed” or “x-Rated” or “Selfish”.  


These were the people that Micah had for a congregation.  His message was very pointed – fancy words would not do for people who like the sound of words but do not like to do what their words say.  I have given you a summary his message from chapters 1 to 6.  Now he lays all this out as a charge against the people, with the very mountains to stand as witness against them.  They were sick, but what is the cure?

II. Cure:  Is the cure more Religion? V. 6-7

The prophet anticipates what they might think in verses 6-7.  The instinct of the people is that if God or the gods are angry, then what is needed is more religion. He puts these ideas in words, as if a Man from Jerusalem was asking these questions.

1. With what shall I come before the Lord…” v. 6a.  Here our worshipper wants to know the proper procedure for worship.  Many ancient people had the idea that the Gods were powerful but also selfish.  They saw them as we might see a corrupt government official.  What kind of compliment can I give and what kind of bribe can I give that will turn indifference to favor?  


So the first question is: what is the best religious procedure.  And when I go before god, what Gift can I bring.


Of you think this way you have missed the message – God does not need or depend on us or our gifts – his mercy and kindness is not won by gifts and bribes.  His favors are not won by long pleading.  Jesus taught that God is a loving father who wants to give good gifts to us his children.


2. How expensive does it need to be?  The worshipper mentions burnt offerings and the specific offering of a calf one year old.  There were offerings of these kind given at the temple.  But the principle involved was not bribery.  It was payment – the shedding of innocent blood was the price of sin.  


The Pont that God was making always was what Samuel said to Saul, “to obey is better than to sacrifice,”  It is better to keep the word than to continue in sin and try to use religion to cover that up.


3.  How abundant should it be?  What if I brought, not one ram, but thousands of rams?  What if I brought not a pint of oil, but a river?

Jesus taught us that there is not need for abundant words and large gifts to come before god.   He said we should not repeat prayers endlessly, but speak to God simply.  He said that the few coins that the poor widow gave at the temple were worth more than the gold if the hypocrites.  


4.  How about human sacrifice?  There is evidence that in Canaan they resorted to human sacrifice.  It was saying to their gods, “Here I give you what I value most, now you have to reward me.”   This idea was found among the ancient Greeks, before King Agamemnon sailed off for Troy, he sacrificed his own daughter for favorable winds for his ships.  Human sacrifice was offered among the Aztecs in Central America, a very advanced civilization in many other ways.


So our imagined Judean pleaded.  What can I give to win god’s favor?  What religion can I do?  The world is filled with chapels, cathedrals, temples and shrines to God or to the gods build for this very idea. 


But none of this represents the Ways of God.

III. Back to the Basics.  V. 8

No, the prophet says.  These are not the things you need to be concerned with.  You do not need to look for greater and greater gifts.  You need to listen to what you already know.  


He has shown you, O man, what is good.


And what does the Lord require of You?


To act justly and to love mercy


And to walk humbly with your God.   V. 8

To Act Justly:


The thing that the people had forgotten in their prosperity and in their religiosity was that god is not impressed with shows and spectaculars.  It is not of any great importance if you can speak eloquently about Justice – if you are not someone who acts justly.


What is Justice?  We may have a hard time in the United States in answering what Justice is, but Israel had the word of God.  The Word of God offered to them a comprehensive vision of life – from their economic life to their religious life.  It taught about how to live in community and how to care for the needy.  It preserved the rights of property against theft, but reminded the people that all things belong to God and need to be used as he would direct.

The thing is – words do not matter as much as actions.  It would be easy a this point to look for someone out there that is guilty of talking a good talk and living a bad life.  But that does us no good and some harm.  The harm is that we think that criticism of others is action. 

No we need to listen to what the Word says to us about treating others fairly, and then we need to do that thing.


If you have the ability, and your brother or sister is in need, you should help them.  Period.

To Love Mercy:

Jonah the prophets gives us an example from the Bible of someone who had to learn how to love mercy.  In the beginning of the Book we find Jonah getting a word from the Lord that he should go and preach a message of repentance to Nineveh.  


Jonah refused.  He did not go east to Nineveh, but he went west toward the sea and took a boat that would take him further west.  He wanted to be as far from Nineveh as he possibly could.


Why not, Nineveh was the capital city of a rising empire that threatened the peace of his own people.  Why should he go there?


So God sent a storm and the sailors with apology tossed him into the sea, and as Jonah was contemplating the view of the see weed, he called out to God for mercy.  (This proves by the way that God can hear silent prayers – for Jonah could not make words under the sea, only bubbles.)


Then god sent a large fish.  This fish swallowed the prophet whole, and while the prophet somehow survived in the belly of the fish, the fish brought ho back to shore.  Thus the humbled and fishy prophet made his way to the great city and finally delivered his message.


Then he sat down outside the city to watch the fireworks from God – he wanted to see that city lit up with the fire of wrath.  But God did not send his wrath – instead he granted Nineveh repentance.


Jonah was mad and he finally spilled out why he ran from god: 

“O LORD, is this not what I said when I was still at home? That is why I was so quick to flee to Tarshish. I knew  that you are a gracious  and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love,  a God who relents   from sending calamity.    3 Now, O LORD, take away my life, for it is better for me to die  than to live.”

Jonah hated mercy. He wanted Justice for his enemies, but God wanted to show them Mercy.  



Do you wan to please God?  Then love mercy.  Pray that God shows mercy to all those people that you would really rather hate.  And what is more, be willing to be the messenger of mercy to whoever that is.  Love your enemies, pray for those who seek your harm, bless those who curse you.

To Walk Humbly:

The way of the Christian is often compared to a path.  In the Christina life we walk, not alone, but with the Lord.  Now we can choose how we walk.  Do we walk arrogantly or do we walk humbly.


If you are arrogant, you listen to no one.  You go your own way.  You are your own best guide and master.


If you are humble you listen to your guide.  On this journey we have a guide – the Lord – and we need to listen to him.  Instead of talking, we need to listen.  He has a map – it is foolish for us to try to find our own way through the wilderness – he has the map.  Follow his lead.  If you think it looks easier or more comfortable on another path, keep with your companion.


The Apostle Paul Spoke of this in Philippians 4:11.12


I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  12 I know what it is to be in need, and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry,  whether living in plenty or in want.   13 I can do everything through him who gives me strength

Q  Micah 6:8
